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APPEAL TO THE READER 


Dear Reader 

I hope you and your loved ones are doing well. Recent years have brought to fore the 
nefarious intents of certain sections of the society, whom we shall refer to as 
‘peacefuls’. In the name of spreading ‘peace’ and ‘harmony’, they undertake some of 
the most evil acts, the most recent (at the time of writing this appeal) of which were the 
Delhi riots of 2020. This report provides a comprehensive account of the events that 
lead to the riots. Details regarding the extent of planning can shock even the most steel 
hearted. 

This report is the result of some painstaking journalism and evidence gathering by 
Nupur Sharma (and others) of Oplndia. One could have purchased a copy of the report 
from Amazon at a nominal cost of INR 101. A portion of the proceeds from the sale 
would be donated to those Hindus who were affected by the ‘peaceful’ nature of the 
riots. 

We upload this report to the Library Genesis servers for multiple reasons, the primary 
one being, making the contents of this report accessible to anyone who does not want 
to download the useless Kindle app and submit to the overlords at Amazon (Bezos is 
already rich af. Money is well spent elsewhere). 

We recognize the fact that uploading this report would result in a monetary loss to 
Oplndia (and those affected by the riots). We therefore request the readers to donate 
whatever amount they can to Oplndia ( link) (UPI ID: opindia@kotak) . In case you 
can't, you can help the cause by sending your friends and acquaintances a copy 
of this report and request them to donate whatever they can to either Oplndia or 
to the local VHP/RSS units. 


Regards 
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Flowchart of the broad sequence of events 



December: The Beginning 



11th December: Jamia 
Shero gives call for 
Jihad 


13th December: Riots erupt in 
several cities 


15th December: Riots break 
out at the national capital 



The Events of January 



First Week: Numerous I 
arrests were made I 
from several cities on I 
connection with the I 
violence I 

Second Week: The CAA was 
notified by the Central 
Government and UP Govt 
identifies 40,000 eligible 
rcfugccsS 


10th January: 'Jinnah Wali 
A/adi' slogans chanted at 
Shahccn Bagh, video emerges 


18th December: Political 
and Islamist links to the 
violence emerges 


Third Week: Bigotry of 
Shaheen Bagh protests 
begins to get unmasked, far 
left groups enter the fray 

_ 1 _ 

1 

19th December: Violence 
continues across the country, 
section 144 in place in 
numerous places 


Last 10 days: Politicians 
continue to fan unrest and lie 

in the process 


ast Week: Investigation reveal., 
nexus of Radical Islamic 
organisations and their 
involvement in the protests 


Last 10 days: Backlash against 
CAA supporters, attack on social 
workers mistaken to be NRC 
officials 
















February: The Conclusion 



First Week: Shooting on 
the first day, shooter's 
links to AAP emerges 
days later 


Oplndia learnt of the death of an 
infant in the after our journalist 
visited the site of the Shahecn 
Bagh protests 


Second Week: Supreme Court 
takes cognisance of the 
involvement of children in the 
protests 



Editor’s Note 

There are some events in the history of a people that get etched in the memory like no other. The 
Delhi Riots and the cycle of fake news, blatant lies, misrepresentations, fear-mongering and 
carnage that was unleashed against Hindus is one such. 

CAA was the fulfilling of a foundational promise of the Republic of India. Providing refuge to 
the persecuted minorities in the Islamic countries of our immediate neighbourhood was a sacred 
oath that was sworn by the first leaders of our Republic in the immediate years of the partition of 
our country. It took us decades to fulfill that promise but better late than never. 

Under normal circumstances, it should have been a cause for celebration, a moment of euphoria 
for the nation as a whole but the times we live in, while the tears of joy in the faces of the 
refugees was still evident, the nation could not unite to share in their moment of bliss as Radical 








Islam reared its ugly head. Even so, it was truly a historic moment and the relevance of it could 
never be exaggerated. 

Since December, the entire ecosystem that comprises of Islamists, the Left, India’s traditional 
cabal of intelligentsia and media not only vilified Hindus, but also shielded the ones who were 
unleashing violence against the unsuspecting victims. 

The cycle of carnage started when the government of India decided to ease the process of getting 
citizenship of India for the persecuted religious minorities of neighboring Islamic nations. 

The Bill, introduced in the Lok Sabha on July 15, 2016, seeks to amend the Citizenship Act, 

1955 to provide citizenship to illegal migrants, from Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan, who 
are of Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, Jain, Parsi or Christian extraction. 

The acceptability of the propositions furthered by the Citizenship Amendment Bill was split in 
the middle. As is India’s wont, the ideological divide was as stark as a bright sunny summer 
morning. The Left opposed the provisions tooth and nail. The ‘idea of India’ that has long been 
touted as the existential foundation of India had been shaken, as per them, with one swift motion. 

The Left has long espoused the principle that India is an all-giving, all-embracing entity, 
especially when it comes to Muslims. Whether this special corner of the heart that bleeds only 
for Muslims is a result of political compulsions, the Gandhian dystopia or the ingrained false 
persecution complex is unclear. Perhaps it is a culmination of all of the above. 

Either way, while the Left detested the idea of law finally being honest enough to give 
citizenship to persecuted minorities from neighbouring Islamic nations, the non-Left rejoiced the 
decision as one that rights a historic wrong. 

The objection that the Left raised was rather a simple (and expected) one as well - why are 
Muslims being left out when all others are being given the chance to become Indian citizens. 

What the Left refused to understand is that a law which is aimed to give citizenship to persecuted 
minorities of neighbouring Islamic nations could not take into consideration the majority 
population of those nations. Muslims, in Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh belong to the 
majority religion and thus, CAA could not have included Muslims of Islamic nations. 

Lurther, the Left and the Islamists aimed to tell Hindus that if Muslims were not included in 
CAA, it would somehow alienate the Muslims of India. Lirstly, when the CAA has nothing to do 
with Indian Citizens, Muslims should not be peeved if persecuted minorities are being given 
citizenship. Secondly, it is incumbent upon the Muslim community to accept and acknowledge 
that wherever Muslims become a majority, minorities of those areas do face unimaginable 
persecution. Whether it is in Pakistan, Afghanistan, Bangladesh or even the in an Indian state - 
like Kashmir. This acknowledgement would not diminish the Muslims of India or their dignity in 
India, but, it would certainly go a long way in bridging the deficit of trust between communities 
that has been festering over decades due to the lack of acknowledgement of such basic truths. 

The Left thrives of painting the Muslim community as the eternal victims and the Muslim 
community in turn has internalized the persecution complex even when the community is clearly 
the aggressor in the given situation. 

While the Left vehemently opposed the Citizenship Amendment Bill in the name of secularism, 
in the very name of secularism have rallied behind Rohingya illegals and demanded that the 
Indian State accept the influx from Myanmar. The Left has demanded that on humanitarian 



ground, India should accept Rohingya Muslims as refugees in India. India has, in its part, 
repeatedly asserted that firstly, India has no legal obligation to accept international refugees and 
secondly, Rohingya Muslims pose a security threat to India. 

When seen in congruence, this seems to point to the fact that even more than India not providing 
for Muslims in CAA, the Left seemed to have a problem with CAA giving refuge to persecuted 
Hindus specifically because in their mind, this would prove to be the foundational stone for 
“India becoming a Hindu state”. Their reasoning for thinking so was that for the very first time, 
India accepted her responsibility towards persecuted minorities of Islamic nations that were 
carved out of India on the basis of religion, especially Hindus. 

The canards spread after CAA was passed was not only laden with lies, but the dangers of those 
lies became apparent when the violence that was unleashed culminated in the Delhi anti-Hindu 
Riots 2020. As in every riot, lives of Hindus and Muslims both were lost. In fact, numerically, 
more Muslims lives were lost in the two days of Delhi Riots than Hindus lives. Armed with this 
one statistic, the Left ecosystem insisted that the violence that took place in Delhi was an anti- 
Muslim pogrom, orchestrated by Hindus. However, to understand a riot, one must understand the 
genesis of the violence. Questions such as where the riot started, why it started, who started it, 
and most importantly, when it started is essential. Any riot ends with the side which is 
numerically stronger, inflicting more damage on the other side. However, the side that inflicts 
more damage is not necessarily the party that started the riots in the first place. 

The effort to deconstruct the Delhi Riots that took place on the 24 th and 25 th of February 2020 is 
futile unless one understands the cycle of violence and the calls of Jihad was unleashed in 
December. A deliberate attempt has been made to portray the events of the fourth week of 
February in isolation of everything that preceded it so that the narrative of anti-Muslim pogrom 
could be peddled without inhibition. However, that is not the ideal way to look at the events that 
transpired. We posit that the Anti-Hindu Delhi Riots 2020 were a culmination of the cycle of 
violence that began with the passage of the CAA in December 2019. 

This report is a document that traces the sequence of events since December 2019. The violence, 
the calls for Jihad against Hindus, the misinformation campaign and everything that led to the 
Delhi Riots. When one examines the sequence of events, the answers to questions that would 
eventually solve the conundrum that were the Delhi Riots would be apparent to all. 

It must be said that we have tried to collate as much information as possible and make this a 
comprehensive document. However, there may have been some events that we may have missed 
in the process. We apologise for that in advance. This is in no way a document that traces each 
and every incident, which is near impossible. This is, however, a document that comprehensively 
tries to understand where, why, how and by whom the violence was initiated. 

In a riot, every life lost is a tragedy. Every death, regardless of religion, is a tale of pain and 
horror that deserves to be told. This document, however, does not aim to do that. We have 
attempted to reconstruct the timeline of the violence ever since CAA was introduced in the 
parliament. 

In our subsequent reports, we will deal with all the 53 deaths during the Delhi Riots and the 
chargesheets filed by the authorities. This report will provide an essential foundation to 
understanding the details mentioned in the chargesheet. 

In this report, we have ensured that we constrict ourselves to the information available till mid- 



March since incorporating information retrospectively would compromise the chronology and 
the sanctity of the report. 
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Executive Summary 


India with its 1.3 Billion people is a turbulent country. The dynamics are varied, complicated, 
often troubling and remarkably colorful. The history of India far outdates its contemporary 
political existence since she attained independence from the British. The rich ancient civilization 
of India that was ravaged by Islamic invasion and the religion-based partition left deep scars in 
the very soul of the nation, leaving the indigenous Hindu population of the country bruised and 
battered. 


The Citizenship Amendment Act aimed to right a historical wrong. While India upheld the tenets of equal 
rights and treatment to all, the Islamic countries carved out of India did not. The continuous atrocities on 
the minorities Hindus, Christians, Parsis, Sikhs, Jains of the nation were an unspoken bruise that tore the 

very soul of this nation. 


The Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) is aimed to expedite citizenship to the religiously 
persecuted minorities of the neighboring Islamic nations that were carved out of India and failed 
to treat its citizens equally. However, as is perhaps not very politically correct to point out, Islam 
as a religion calls Muslims to be a part of Ummah, which is to say, that all Muslims belong to the 
same theological ‘country’ regardless of political borders. 

That coupled with the intrinsic need of the Left to forever consider the Muslims as the victims, 
even under imaginary circumstances led to massive riots and violence in India. The perceived 
wrong here was that the CAA left Muslims out, however, it failed to take into consideration that 
Muslims were not a “minority” in Islamic nations and hence, a law aimed to give citizenship to 
persecuted religious minorities could not include Muslims of Islamic nations. 

Another excuse for the rampant violence was the trope that the proposed National Register of 
Citizens (NRC) would snatch away the citizenship of Muslims. That too, was a shameless 
canard. The NRC, when implemented and drafted, would be aimed to identify and deport Illegal 
Immigrants, and not Indian Citizens. No country in the world wantonly accepts indiscriminate 
influx of illegals, but the Left and Islamist nexus burnt the country because that is exactly what it 
expected of India. 

December: The Beginning 

The violence began on the 15th of December when Muslim mobs rampaged through the national 
capital. Amanatullah Khan, a prominent MLA of the Aam Aadmi Party, and Delhi’s Sunni Waqf 
Board chief was spotted leading the riots in Jamia Nagar. Chants of ‘Hinduon se Azadi’ were 
raised in the same area that very day. Buses were also set on fire during those violent protests. 
On the same night, the Delhi Police cracked down on the Jamia Millia Islamia University and 
entered the campus to flush out the miscreants. 

Two days later, massive riots broke out in Seelampur. Delhi turned into a war zone. A school bus 
was attacked and set on fire as well. The mob taunted the policemen to run after them following 
which stones were pelted. Peace returned in the national capital following the escalation on the 
17th of December but it was an uneasy peace. Police presence was still high given the security 
concerns. On the 27th of December, security was again heightened at Seelampur and drones 
were deployed for surveillance. Amidst all of this, the road continued to be blocked by the 
protesters at Shaheen Bagh. 




January: Storm Clouds Gather Over Delhi 


Through the month of January, the roadblock caused by the Shaheen Bagh protesters became the 
focal point for the Delhi Assembly Elections. On the 12th of January, demonstrations were held 
in Delhi demanding the removal of barricades and blockade on road number 13A between 
Mathura Road and Kalindi Kunj, in order to ease the traffic. Soon afterwards, the Delhi High 
Court had instructed the Police to keep the law and order situation and public interest in mind 
while evicting the protesters at Shaheen Bagh. 

On the 17th of January, the Delhi Police requested the protesters at Shaheen Bagh to unblock the 
Kalindi Kunj-Shaheen Bagh stretch because of the inconvenience it was causing the residents of 
Delhi. By then, sensing the anger among the people of Delhi regarding the harassment the anti- 
CAA protests were causing and coming to the conclusion that it might affect the Delhi elections, 
those sympathetic to the Aam Aadmi Party and biased against the BJP started laying down the 
groundwork for a ‘tactical retreat’. Appeals were made by ’eminent journalists’ to withdraw the 
protests but their appeal fell in deaf ears. 

First Half of February: Enter The Grim Reaper 

By the dawn of February, the ordinary people of Delhi were incensed at the prolonged protests 
against the Citizenship Amendment Act. On the 2nd of February, counter-protests were 
organized at Shaheen Bagh against the road blockade caused by the anti-CAA brigade. This was 
three days after a minor had opened fire at the anti-CAA protests in Jamia and only a day after 
Kapil Gujjar, associated with the Aam Aadmi Party, had fired three shots at Shaheen Bagh. 

Around the same time, a baby died at these protests due to the negligence of the parents after 
being exposed to the harsh weather of Delhi. The parents showed no regret and instead blamed 
the government instead. However, the celebration continued at Shaheen Bagh despite the 
tragedy. It is not to say that the mother of the baby herself would have wanted anything 
otherwise. She had declared that she was ready to sacrifice her remaining two children for the 
‘fight against NRC’ as well. 

On the 7th of February, the Supreme Court postponed the hearing for a plea filed against the 
Shaheen Bagh protests, noting that it can influence the voting for the elections on the 8th of 
February. The same day, the Court took suo moto cognizance of the death of the infant in order 
to stop the involvement of children in these protests. On the 10th of February, the apex court 
observed that there must be a designated site to carry out such protests and raised concerns about 
whether public inconvenience can be caused by blocking roads indefinitely. 

Third Week of February: Cacophony of Impending Doom 

In the third week of February, the interlocutors appointed by the Supreme Court to solve the 
impasse were failing spectacularly, as everyone expected it to from the very first day. The 
interlocutors were appointed by the apex court on the 17th of February with the objective of 
convincing the Shaheen Bagh protestors to relocate to an alternative place. 

Since then, it has been a game of incessant delay that has been played at Shaheen Bagh. The 
women of the Shaheen Bagh protests were caught being tutored by ‘activist’ Teesta Setalvad, 



who has in the past been accused of embezzling 2002 riot victims’ money, ahead of their 
meeting with interlocutors. Soon after, on the 21st of February, the terms set by the Supreme 
Court-appointed interlocutors for talks with the Shaheen Bagh protesters was rejected by the 
latter. They refused to meet the interlocutors in groups due to the possibility of ‘distrust’ among 
those who did not meet them in that particular group. It was the first sign that all was not well 
between the protesters themselves. 

Fourth Week of February: The Delhi riots and the Crescendo 

The circumstances in the fourth week of February provided for the manifestation of a perfect 
storm. US President Donald Trump was due for an official visit to India on the 24th of February. 
On the 22nd of February, the protesters at Shaheen Bagh set seven conditions to end their illegal 
occupation of the public road. It was the fourth day of the mediation talks. 

The conditions were preposterous, to put in mild terms. It was demanded that all the cases 
against the students of Jamia Millia Islamia University be revoked. It was also demanded that all 
cases against ‘youngsters’ who were booked for the Shaheen Bagh protests be revoked. In 
addition to all of this, the protesters also demanded that cognizance be taken of the death of 
people in the anti-CAA ‘protests’ across India. And, of course, they also demanded that the NPR 
exercise not be carried out at the national capital. The nature of these demands proved that the 
mediation efforts were not going too well. 

The same day these preposterous demands were made to end the blockade of road, a group of 
over 500 Muslim women gathered near the Jafrabad Metro Station and blocked road No. 66, 
which connects Seelampur to Maujpur and Yamuna Vihar. Certain ‘concerned’ citizens who 
oppose the CAA claim that the women were incited into blocking the roads by activists 
associated with the Far-Left women rights group Pinjra Tod. They also claimed that violence was 
incited by the Pinjra Tod activists. 

On Sunday, BJP leader Kapil Mishra demanded the removal of Anti-CAA protestors and 
clearance of the road within 3 days. He emphasized that they would not listen to anyone if the 
Anti-CAA rioters do not shift and clear the roads within the given time. A clash also broke out 
between Pro-CAA and Anti-CAA groups in Maujpur near Jafrabad, leading to heavy stone- 
pelting and vandalism of public property. 

On the day Donald Trump arrived in India for his official visit, the 24th of February, widespread 
anarchy and chaos erupted across the national capital. Muslim mobs went on a rampage again in 
Delhi and a head constable of the Delhi Police lost his life. A petrol pump was set on fire at 
Bhajanpura in East Delhi and many vehicles were burnt. Another DCP has been injured during 
clashes between two groups in Delhi’s Gokulpuri. 

In the midst of all this, the photograph of a certain gun-wielding rioter wearing a maroon/red t- 
shirt had gone viral on social media. Some people claimed that the gun man who opened fire at 
police during Delhi riots is from the ‘rightwing’ while others have claimed that the said person is 
a Muslim rioter. Later, the gunman was identified as Shahrukh and was arrested. 

Since then, there has been chaos in Delhi. The dead body of an Intelligence Bureau constable 
was recovered from a drain in Chand Bagh. A Hindu man was murdered in Brahmapuri amidst 
chants of ‘Allah Hu Akbar’ and ‘Nara e Taqbeer’. The death toll has mounted over 50 and 



hundreds of people have been injured. Mosques have also been said to be damaged. A great deal 
of property has been damaged across the national capital. 



“Men love to blame demons when their grand plans unravel.” -Tywin 

Lannister 

While Delhi grappled with anarchy, several vested interests were busy blaming Hindus for the 
mess despite all evidence to the contrary. An attempt has also been made to paint the recent 
Delhi riots in isolation of everything that has happened before. The fact of the matter is, it all 
began when Ladeeda Sakhaloon, Barkha Dutt’s Jamia ‘shero’, gave a call for Jihad on the 11th 
of December 2019. The entire cycle of violence in Delhi began soon afterwards. And since then, 
it has never been peaceful. 

It is also pertinent to remember that the Shaheen Bagh protest was masterminded by Sharjeel 
Imam, a radical Islamist who wished to cut off North East India from the rest of the country. He 
was also a columnist at The Wire and had written columns eulogizing Muhammad Ali Jinnah. 
He is currently under arrest but it is he who had laid the seeds for the chaos. Even then, other 
radical Muslims had lent their support to Sharjeel Imam and defended the seditious speech that 
he made. 


The communal riots that erupted in Delhi is a direct consequence of the city being held hostage by 
Islamists for their sinister objectives. For over two months, ordinary citizens of Delhi have been harassed 
and subjected to great inconvenience on purpose. While usual suspects are blaming Hindus for the riots, 
they appear overeager to absolve the Islamists for their sins. 


It is an objective truth that the cycle of violence was not initiated by people of saffron hue. The 
call for Jihad was not made by Kapil Mishra or saffron politicians. Saffron had nothing to do 
with the 15th December riots either. Moreover, even anti-CAA activists have admitted that 
violence was initiated by the far-left group Pinjra Tod. 

Those who are overeager to blame the Bhagwa for the riots have made several attempts to 
whitewash the Islamist nature of the anti-CAA protests in Delhi. Slogans of ‘Jinnah Wali Azadi’ 
and ‘Hinduon se Azadi’ were ignored. Some of them even accused Oplndia of manufacturing the 
‘Hindu se Azadi’ video and branded it fake but ultimately, the video was proven to be authentic. 

The usual suspects also ignored the fact that the Shaheen Bagh protests were being led by people 
whose conscience was not even troubled by the death of an innocent baby. They were also 
willing to ignore the fact that children were being indoctrinated into a cult of hatred in these 
protests. The role of Ladeeda Sakhaloon and Sharjeel Imam in the creation of the current crisis in 
Delhi is not even spoken about. 


Another aspect that cannot be ignored is the possibility that the riots were timed with Donald Trump’s 

visit to India. 


Pinjra Tod has been accused of inciting violence and blocking the roads on the 22nd of February. 
The only reason Kapil Mishra and the ‘Bhagwa’ are blamed is that people want a convenient 
scapegoat for the violence and they do not wish to engage the elephant in the room. 


End Game of Delhi riots: Khilafat 2.0 






Oplndia has been saying for quite some time that what we witnessed is Khilafat 2.0. A vast 
network of Radical Islamic Organizations has spent a great deal of time and resources to 
manufacture a giant crisis in the backdrop of CAA and NRC. A student organization that is the 
‘blood brother’ of the banned terrorist outfit SIMI has been involved in these violent protests. 
The link between the Islamic Youth Federation that does not believe India is sovereign and 
Sharjeel Imam is also being investigated by the agencies. Under such circumstances, it is 
mischievous and dubious to blame Hindus for Khilafat 2.0. 

Let us not mince our words here. The time for beating around the bush has long since passed. 


Everything that has happened in Delhi points towards the fact that an attempt was made to repeat the 
events of the Khilafat Movement. The Radical Islamic Movement of the 20th Century which paved the 
way for the creation of Pakistan was marked by a massacre of Hindus that is oft forgotten: The Moplah 
Massacre. It is an objective fact that the Jamia anti-CAA movement was led by people who glorified the 

genocidal maniacs of the Moplah Massacre. 


Petrol bombs, sacks full of brick pieces, stones, acid packs and even catapults to hurl the stones 
have been spotted at AAP Councilor Tahir Hussain’s rooftop. All of this points towards the fact 
that the violence was organized. And it can be speculated safely that the Delhi riots could have 
very well resulted in a repeat of the Moplah Massacre almost a century ago, only the victims this 
time around would have been the Hindus of Delhi. The evidence at hand does suggest that a 
repeat of the Moplah Massacre of Hindus was averted. However, facts need to be documented. 

Only 22 years after the Khilafat Movement had ended, Mohammed Ali Jinnah had given the call 
for Direct Action Day. A repeat of the Moplah Massacre might have been averted a century later 
but it also means that Direct Action Day is looming around the corner. And from Sharjeel 
Imam’s rhetoric, it is evident that another Direct Action Day leading to another partition of the 
country is the long term plan of Radical Islamists. People would like to believe that as normalcy 
returns to Delhi, there will be a semblance of peace in the country for the near future at least but 
they would be mistaken to believe so. 

The Khilafat Movement had lasted for five years, between 1919 and 1924. History repeats itself 
and we are watching it unfold right in front of our very eyes. And if the pattern sustains itself, we 
can be relatively sure that communal tensions will prevail in the country for another year or two 
at the very least, possibly more. 


This report aims to understand the cycle of violence and the origin of it. While several vested interests 
have attempted to look at the Delhi violence in isolation, nothing really happens in a vacuum. The Delhi 
Riots 2020 was a culmination of violence that started way back in December and continues to this day. 


In the Delhi violence, Hindus and Muslims both suffered casualties, however, whether a riot was 
aimed against Hindus or Muslims cannot be ascertained by the number of the dead, but by who 
started the violence and for what reason. What also needs to be analyzed is which side was 
prepared to perpetuate violence and which side ended up retaliating as a means of self-defense. 


In this report, we attempt to draw an analogy of what happened since December, the players involved, the 
probable foreign connections to the violence and the investigation at the time. We also attempt to answer 
the eternal question - Who started the cycle of violence? Was it the Hindu community that unleashed an 







endless round of anti-Muslim pogrom, or was it the Radical Muslims who first unleashed violence and 
then pinned the blame on the community they aimed to silence? 



What is the Citizenship Amendment Act? 


The Citizenship Amendment Act is a law passed by the Indian Parliament that is directed 
towards providing citizenship rights to people who belong to minority religions in the 
neighboring Islamic countries of Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan. The Act also reduces 
the minimum term required to stay in India before applying for citizenship by naturalization to 
five years instead of 11 years. Thus, the law applies to Hindus, Jains, Buddhists, Sikhs, 
Zoroastrians and Christians from the specified neighboring Islamic countries. 

This Amendment adds proviso in section 2, in sub-section (1), in clause (b) in the Citizenship 
Act, 1955. The Proviso reads as “Provided that any person belonging to Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, 
Jain, Parsi or Christian community from Afghanistan, Bangladesh or Pakistan, who entered into 
India on or before the 31st day of December, 2014 and who has been exempted by the Central 
Government by or under clause (c) of sub-section (2) of section 3 of the Passport (Entry into 
India) Act, 1920 or from the application of the provisions of the Foreigners Act, 1946 or any rule 
or order made thereunder, shall not be treated as illegal migrant for the purposes of this Act.” 

Further, new section 6B added in the Citizenship Act, 1955 states that on and from the date of 
commencement of the Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019, any proceeding pending against a 
person under this section in respect of illegal migration or citizenship shall stand abated on 
conferment of citizenship to him, provided that such person shall not be disqualified for making 
application for citizenship under this section on the ground that the proceeding is pending against 
him and the Central Government or authority specified by it in this behalf shall not reject his 
application on that ground if he is otherwise found qualified for grant of citizenship under this 
section. 

Further, it adds in the proviso that who makes the application for citizenship under this section 
shall not be deprived of his rights and privileges to which he was entitled on the date of receipt 
of his application on the ground of making such application. 

The section 6B (4) adds that nothing in this section shall apply to the tribal areas of Assam, 
Meghalaya, Manipur, Mizoram or Tripura as included in the Sixth Schedule to the Constitution 
and the area covered under “The Inner Fine” notified under the Bengal Eastern Frontier 
Regulation, 1873. 

Here are questions and answers that explain what the Citizenship Amendment Act is all 
about. 


Does the CAA affect any Indian citizen? 

No, it has absolutely nothing to do with any Indian citizen in any way. The Indian citizens enjoy 
fundamental rights conferred on them by the Constitution of India of-India). No statute, 
including the CAA, can abridge or take them away. 

Who does the CAA apply to? 

It is relevant only for Hindu, Sikh, Jain, Buddhist, Parsi and Christian foreigners, who have 
migrated from Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Afghanistan into India up to 31.12.2014, on account of 
persecution faced by them due to their religion. It does not apply to any other foreigners, 


including Muslims migrating to India from any country, including these three countries. 

How does it benefit Hindu, Sikh, Jain, Buddhist, Parsi and 
Christian foreigners hailing from these three countries? 

If their travel documents like passport and visa are not in order or are not available, they can 
apply for Indian citizenship if they were persecuted back home. The CAA creates this legal right 
for such migrants. Secondly, they get a faster route for Indian citizenship through the 
Naturalization Mode. The minimum residency requirement in India would be only 1+5 years 
instead of 1+11 years as applicable for all other categories of foreigners. 

Does this mean that Muslims from Pakistan, Bangladesh, and 
Afghanistan can never get Indian citizenship? 

No, the present legal process of acquiring Indian citizenship by any foreigner of any category 
through Naturalization (Section 6 of the Citizenship Act) or through Registration (Section 5 of 
the Act) stays operational. The CAA does not amend or alter it in any manner whatsoever. 
Hundreds of Muslims migrating from these three countries have been granted Indian citizenship 
during the last few years. 

If found eligible, all such future migrants shall also get Indian citizenship, irrespective of their 
numbers or religion. In 2014, after the settlement of Indo-Bangladesh boundary issues, 14,864 
Bangladeshi citizens were given Indian Citizenship when their enclaves were incorporated into 
the territory of India. Thousands of these foreigners were Muslims. 

Will illegal Muslim immigrants from these three countries be 
deported under the CAA? 

No, the CAA has absolutely nothing to do with the deportation of any foreigner from India. The 
deportation process of any foreigner irrespective of his religion or country is implemented as per 
the mandate of the Foreigners Act, 1946 and/or The Passport (Entry into India) Act, 1920. These 
two laws govern entry, stay movement within India and exit from India of all foreigners 
irrespective of their religion or country. 

Therefore, the usual deportation process would apply to any illegal foreigner staying in India. It 
is a well-considered judicial process that is based on a proper inquiry by the local police or 
administrative authorities to detect an illegal foreigner. It is ensured that such an illegal foreigner 
has been issued a proper travel document by the embassy of his country so that he can be duly 
received by officials of his country when he is deported. 

In Assam, the process of deportation happens only after the determination of such a person as a 
“foreigner” under The Foreigners Act, 1946. Then he becomes liable for deportation. Therefore, 
there is nothing automatic, mechanical or discriminatory in this exercise. The state governments 
and their district-level authorities enjoy the power of the Central Govt, under Section 3 of the 
Foreigners Act and Section 5 of The Passport (Entry into India) Act, 1920 to detect, detain & 
deport any illegal foreigner. 

Can Hindus facing persecution on grounds of religion in 
countries other than these 3 countries apply under the CAA? 



No, they will have to apply through the usual process to get Indian Citizenship just like any other 
foreigner for either registration or naturalization as a citizen of India. They would get no 
preference under The Citizenship Act, 1955, even after the CAA. 

Does the CAA also cover other forms of persecution - on 
grounds of race, gender, membership of a political or social 
group, language, ethnicity etc.? 

No, the CAA is a very focused law that deals specifically with foreigners of six minority 
community groups hailing from three neighboring countries that have their distinct state religion. 
Any foreigner persecuted abroad on any account may apply for registration or naturalization as a 
citizen of India like any other foreigner if he fulfils the minimum qualifications laid down in The 
Citizenship Act, 1955. 

The CAA will gradually exclude Indian Muslims from the 
citizenship of India? 

The CAA does not apply to any Indian citizen at all. All Indian citizens enjoy the fundamental 
rights guaranteed by the Constitution of India. CAA is not meant to deprive any Indian citizen of 
his citizenship. Rather it is a special law to enable certain foreigners facing a particular situation 
in three neighboring countries to get Indian citizenship. 

CAA will be followed by NRC and all migrants except Muslims 
will be given citizenship and Muslims will be sent to detention 
camps? 

The CAA has nothing to do with NRC. The legal provisions regarding NRC have been part of 
The Citizenship Act, 1955 since December 2004. Also, there are specific statutory rules of 2003 
to operationalize these legal provisions. They govern the process of registration of Indian citizens 
and the issuance of national identity cards to them. These legal provisions have been on the 
statute books since the last 15-16 years. The CAA has not altered them in any way whatsoever. 

What are the rules for citizenship under CAA? 

Appropriate rules under the CAA are being framed. They will operationalize various provisions 
of the CAA. 


Why shouldn’t Baluchis, Ahmadiyya in Pakistan, Rohingyas in 
Myanmar not be considered for this kindness? 

The CAA has not stopped any foreigners of any country from applying for Indian Citizenship 
under The Citizenship Act, 1955. Baluchis, Ahmadiyya & Rohingyas can always apply to 
become Indian citizens as and when they fulfil the qualifications provided in the relevant 
sections of The Citizenship Act, 1955. 

What is also pertinent to understand here is that CAA aims to benefit the minorities of 
neighboring Islamic countries who are persecuted on the basis of their religion. 



Doesn’t India have an obligation under the UN to take care of 
refugees? 

Yes, it does. And it is not shying away from it. There are more than two lakh Sri Lankan Tamils 
and Tibetans in India and more than fifteen thousand Afghans, 20-25 thousand Rohingyas and a 
few thousand other refugees of different nationalities presently live in India. It is expected that 
someday these refugees will return to their homelands when conditions improve there. 

India is not a signatory to the UN Convention of 1951 and the UN Protocol of 1967 on 
Refugees. Secondly, India is under no obligation to offer such migrants its citizenship. Each 
country including India has its own rules for naturalization. 

Will illegal Muslims immigrants from these three countries be 
automatically deported under this Law? 

No. The CAA has absolutely nothing to do with the deportation of any foreigner from India. The 
deportation process of any foreigner irrespective of his religion or country is implemented as per 
the mandate of the Foreigners Act, 1946 and/or The Passport (Entry into India) Act, 1920. These 
two laws govern entry, stay movement within India and exit from India of all foreigners 
irrespective of their religion or country. 

Therefore, the usual deportation process would apply to any illegal foreigner staying in India. It 
is a well-considered judicial process that is based on a proper inquiry by the local police or 
administrative authorities to detect an illegal foreigner. It is ensured that such an illegal foreigner 
has been issued a proper travel document by the embassy of his country so that he can be duly 
received by officials of his country when he is deported. 

In Assam, the process of deportation happens only after the determination of such a person as a 
“foreigner” under The Foreigners Act, 1946. Then he becomes liable for deportation. Therefore, 
there is nothing automatic, mechanical or discriminatory in this exercise. State Governments and 
their district-level authorities enjoy the power of the Central Govt, under Section 3 of the 
Foreigners Act and Section 5 of The Passport (Entry into India) Act, 1920 to detect, detain & 
deport any illegal foreigner. 

Does the CAA affect Indians (Hindus, Muslims, anyone)? 

No. It has absolutely nothing to do with any Indian citizen in any way. The Indian citizens enjoy 
Fundamental Rights conferred on them by the Constitution of India. No statute including the 
CAA can abridge or take them away. There has been a misinformation campaign. The CAA 
does not affect any Indian citizens, including Muslim citizens. 

What about Sri Lankan Tamils? 

India has provided citizenship to 4.61 lakh Tamils of Indian origin after signing PM level 
agreements signed in 1964 and 1974. Presently ninety-five thousand Sri Lankan Tamils are 
living in Tamil Nadu on Central and State Government subsidies and grants. They can apply for 
Indian citizenship whenever they become eligible. 

Why only these three countries? And why only religious 



persecution of above-notified denominations? 

The CAA deals with persecution on religious lines in three neighboring countries where the 
Constitution provides for a specific State religion. Followers of other religions have been 
persecuted in these three countries. The Bill is very focused and provides a remedy for a 
particular situation in which some foreigners of these six minority communities find themselves. 

Does this mean that Muslims from these 3 countries can never 
get Indian citizenship? 

No. Muslims from these three and all other countries can always apply for Indian citizenship and 
get it if they are eligible. The CAA has not stopped any foreigner from any country from taking 
citizenship of India provided he meets the existing qualifications under the law. During the last 
six years, approximately 2830 Pakistani citizens, 912 Afghani citizens, and 172 Bangladeshi 
citizens have been given Indian citizenship. 

Many hundreds of them are from the majority community in these three countries. Such 
migrants continue to get Indian citizenship and shall also continue to get it if they fulfil the 
eligibility conditions already provided in the law for registration or naturalization. About 14,864 
Bangladeshi nationals including many from the majority community were also granted Indian 
citizenship after incorporating more than fifty enclaves of Bangladesh into Indian territory post 
the boundary agreement between the two countries in 2014. 



The CAA-NRC Combo Propaganda and Other Propaganda 

One piece of propaganda that was run very elaborately was that the CAA when viewed in 
isolation was not detrimental to Indian Muslims but when seen in combination with the National 
Register of Citizens (NRC), it becomes anti-Muslim. However, the insinuations were not based 
on facts or reason. Before we delve into it any further, we need to clarify on what the NRC is. 

First and foremost, as the name suggests, the National Register of Citizens is the register of all 
Indian Citizens. The creation of it was mandated by the 2003 Amendment to the Citizenship Act, 
1955. Mostly importantly, the NRC at the national level has not been formulated yet. We do not 
have any idea on what the provisions of the NRC will be because they haven’t been formulated 
yet. Home Minister Amit Shah repeatedly said the same thing when critics of the government 
raged that the combination of the CAA and NRC would deprive Indian Muslims of their 
citizenship. 

The conclusion was probably drawn from the NRC that was conducted in Assam where 19 lakh 
people were found to be illegal immigrants. However, it is important to understand that the NRC 
in Assam was driven by an extremely different set of circumstances. Consequently, it has a set of 
provisions that will not be implemented at the national level. In 2014, the Supreme Court had set 
a deadline for the updating of the NRC in Assam and took on the charge of overseeing the 
process. 

Assam has undergone a tectonic demographic shift due to illegal immigration that has seriously 
altered the demography of the state. As a consequence, the Assamese people fear that they will 
become minorities in their own state if efforts are not made to curb the menace. It was in view of 
these interests that agitations were launched for the NRC exercise. 

The exercise was mandated by the Supreme Court of India and was promised by the Congress 
government of the time during the signing of the Assam Accord in 1985. Needless to say, the 
NDA government led by Prime Minister Modi had nothing to do with making the promise of the 
NRC nor the decision to implement it. 

To summarize the criticism offered against the CAA, the detractors essentially said thus: “If the 
NRC is implemented inefficiently and results in a situation where two Indian citizens - a Hindu 
and a Muslim - are determined as ‘non-Indians’ due to lack of documentation, the Hindu could 
still save himself from harassment by entering the CAA Pool. The Muslim will suffer. He would 
likely be sent to a detention center and would have to appear before tribunals to prove his Indian 
nationality.” However, the argument is flawed at the basic level. 

Firstly, the CAA applies to the religious minorities of only three countries: Pakistan, Afghanistan 
and Bangladesh. If a Hindu is found to be non-citizen after the NRC procedure is completed, he 
or she will have to prove that he indeed came from one of the three countries in order to benefit 
from the CAA. And that is practically impossible. So, in essence, the Hindu will be in the same 
boat as the Muslim non-citizen. 

It is important to reiterate that the provisions of the proposed nationwide NRC has not yet been 
declared yet, and therefore, we are shooting in the dark if we make any speculations in this 
regard. As for the situation in Assam, it is important to distinguish between migrants fleeing 
religious persecution and economic migrants. It is important to note that such a distinction has 
been made regularly by even the UPA government headed by the Congress party. 



The rules of granting Long Term Visas (LTV) to foreign nationals claiming to be refugees make 
it clear that economic migrants who have come to India without any fear of persecution will not 
be eligible for the same. As per a 2012 policy of the UPA government, Hindus and Sikhs from 
Pakistan who entered India on pilgrim visas and did not go back due to religious persecution 
were granted LTVs. 

Since December 2014, the Modi government has issued long-term visas to Pakistani nationals 
belonging to minority communities, among others, who are “seeking a permanent settlement in 
India with a view to becoming citizens of India”. 

It is widely known that non-Muslims in the said countries suffer from immense persecution and 
are the victims of intense discrimination. Hardly a week goes by without hearing some sort of 
hate crime against the religious minorities of the said countries. The reason why the law does not 
have provisions for Muslims from the said countries is that Muslims form the majority 
community in Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh. Thus, the victims of religious 
discrimination are religious minorities alone. 

One of the most outlandish lies peddled against the CAA is that it would affect the citizenship 
rights of Indian Muslims. However, none of the provisions of the CAA apply to any citizen of 
India, regardless of his or her religion. As is obvious from the provisions of the Act, it applies 
only to the religious minorities of the three neighboring countries mentioned. However, a barrage 
of propaganda was run to the said effect by the critics of Prime Minister Modi and vested 
interests. 

The core argument that was made against the CAA was that the provisions do not apply to the 
persecuted Shias, Ahmadiyya and Rohingya Muslims of the neighboring countries and hence, it 
is unconstitutional and ‘communal’. First and foremost, the law is dedicated towards providing 
relief to the victims of religious persecution. Shias, Ahmadiyya and Rohingya Muslims are 
Muslims; they are all adherents of the Islamic faith. They only belong to different sects within 
Islam. Thus, the provisions of a law that is dedicated towards providing relief to victims of 
religious persecution can, naturally, not apply to the said Islamic sects. 



Is the CAA Unconstitutional? 


Harish Salve, one of India’s biggest names in national and international law, said after the 
passage of the Citizenship Amendment Bill that it is not anti-Muslim and it does not violate the 
Articles 14, 15 and 21 of Indian constitution as was claimed by naysayers. 

Speaking with Times Now’s Rahul Shivshankar, the senior lawyer explained that the 
communities named in the CAB are the minorities in the three neighboring nations, Pakistan, 
Bangladesh and Afghanistan. He added further that the CAA is a narrow-tailored law specifically 
meant for religiously persecuted minorities in the three specified countries. 

He further explained that CAA aims to provide the persecuted minorities in the three countries a 
special status in the naturalization process and it does not mean in any way that other 
communities or people will not be naturalized at all, for other communities the rules of general 
asylum process will be followed. So there is no violation of Article 14 here. 

Salve further added that as far as Article 15 is concerned, it is applicable only for Indian citizens 
and not people from other countries. One becomes an Indian citizen after they are naturalized, 
not before. Article 21 of the Indian Constitution is concerned with the right to life. Salve stated 
that it provides a right to life for those who live in India, not those who want to enter India. 

Answering Shivshankar’s question on whether specifying Hindus, Sikhs, Jains, Parsis, Buddhists 
and Christians is discriminatory against Muslims, Salve explained that the laws of equality do 
not mean having the same law for lions and lambs. 

He added that since the CAB has ‘religious persecution’ as the basis and is aiding those who are 
being religiously persecuted (the minorities in the specified Islamic countries) then the 
community which belongs to the majority religion in these countries cannot claim ‘religious 
persecution’. And since the CAB is not about political or economic asylum seekers, Muslims do 
not feature there. 

He also asserted that the CAB does not undermine or interfere with the existing rules of asylum 
and Muslims can continue to seek asylum or apply for citizenship under the existing rules. 

When Shivshankar asked whether the claims of Ahmadiyya, Hazaras, and in some cases Shias 
facing discrimination in their countries have been ignored in the CAB, Salve stated that the 
countries specified in the CAB have their own state religion and Islamic rules. He added that 
Islamic majority nations identify their people as per who follows Islam and who does not. 
Addressing governance problems in neighboring countries is not the purpose of the CAB. 

Replying to the question of why the CAB does not include Tamils in Sri Lanka, Salve stated that: 


Tamils in Sri Lanka are not religiously persecuted. Over the issue of Rohingyas, Salve stated that a law 
that addresses one evil does not need to address all the evils in all countries. It is notable here that 
Myanmar, though a Buddhist majority nation, does not have a state religion and Myanmar does not 

feature in CAB. 


For argument’s sake, Salve stated, if immigration or naturalization facilities are provided to the 
Rohingyas, it can also be argued that why people from African nations are not being included. 
“CAB is for the religiously persecuted minorities of the three specified neighboring nations and 
it does not need to be applicable to all nations or all people in the world who have problems,” he 




added. 


Thus, it is quite clear that the CAA is not in violation of the Indian Constitution. Additionally, it 
is necessary to place the CAA in its proper context. 


It is an undeniable fact that India was partitioned on the basis of religion in 1947. Following the 
partition, the Islamic State of Pakistan was established. Ever since then, non-Muslims in Pakistan have 
been subjected to intense persecution. Thus, India shares a responsibility towards the non-Muslims who 
were stuck on the wrong side of the border in 1947 for no fault of their own. 


The CAA addresses this particular historic responsibility of India. Another criticism of CAA is 
that if it is to include persecuted minorities, it should include Ahmadiyyas as well. 

This argument has an explanation, albeit, a rather harsh one. 


Muslim Nations often persecute certain sections of the Muslim community (and Ahmadiyyas are Muslims) 
because they claim that certain sects are not following the ‘true’ version of Islam. Hindus, cannot be held 
responsible for the internal troubles of the Muslim world. That is something that the Muslim world needs 

to reform to tackle all on its own. 


It is also important to remember that Ahmadiyya and Shias played a significant role in the 
creation of Pakistan. 

There was a conscious decision on their part to vouch for the creation of a separate Islamic State. 
Thus, years later, the descendants of those who played a prominent part in the creation of 
Pakistan cannot claim equal rights when India decides to offer the religious minorities of 
Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan. 

Furthermore, a country is not born in a vacuum and laws must be designed in consonance with 
the principles of the Constitution bearing in mind a country’s own history. India has risen like a 
phoenix from the ashes of the funeral pyres of 1947. Therefore, it has to take precautions to 
ensure that the chain of events of the 20 th Century is not repeated again. 






The Chronology of Events 

The Citizenship Amendment Act, the legislation that is at the heart of the unrest in India since 
December 2019, has been in the pipeline since 2016 and is not something that was sprung on the 
people of India. The Bill (yet to be made into an Act at that point of time) was first introduced in 
the Parliament of India by the Government of India led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in 
2016. While the Bill had, at the time, passed in the Lok Sabha, in the Rajya Sabha, where the 
strength of the opposition parties was larger, it was stalled. 

The Bill was introduced in Lok Sabha on the 19th of July 2016 as the Citizenship (Amendment) 
Bill, 2016. It was referred to the Joint Parliamentary Committee on 12 August 2016. The 
Committee submitted its report on 7 January 2019 to Parliament. The Bill was taken into 
consideration and passed by Lok Sabha on 8th of January 2019. It was pending for consideration 
and passed by the Rajya Sabha. Consequent to dissolution of the 16th Lok Sabha, this Bill had 
lapsed. 

After the formation of the 17th Lok Sabha, the Union Cabinet cleared the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill, 2019, on the 4th of December 2019 for introduction in the parliament. The 
Bill was introduced in 17th Lok Sabha by the Minister of Home Affairs Amit Shah on the 9th of 
December 2019 and was passed on 10 December 2019, with 311 MPs voting in favour and 80 
against the Bill. The bill was passed by the Rajya Sabha on 11 December 2019 with 125 votes in 
favour and 105 votes against it. After receiving assent from the President of India on the 12th of 
December 2019, the bill assumed the status of an act. 

The act came into force on 10 January 2020. As can be seen from the brief history of how the 
Act came into existence, it becomes exceedingly clear that the Bill went through every process 
prescribed in the Constitution of India, from the Joint Parliamentary Committee (that includes 
representatives of all major political parties) to the Bill being passed by the democratically 
elected representatives as well as those who are nominated by the elected representatives to the 
Rajya Sabha and then, being ratified by the President of India. The opposition to the Bill, 
however, as explained in the preceding section, did not seem to hold water when weighed on the 
basis of facts. 


Riots in Assam 

First state to erupt in to protests 

Since 2019 January, the Indian State of Assam had erupted in protests against the Citizenship 
Amendment Act. It is essential to understand the context of the protests which were specific to 
Assam since the opposition that came from Assam has been wrongly extrapolated to judge the 
opposition that has emanated from certain sections belonging to the rest of the country. 

In January, members of 70 organizations, led by Akhil Gogoi’s Krishak Mukti Sangram Samiti 
and Asom Jatiyatabadi Yuba Chatra Parishad, protested outside central government offices and 
also tried to break through the barricades to the state secretariat, leading to a scuffle with police. 
Police at the time resorted 111 to lathi-charge and firing rubber bullets to disperse the agitators 


after they refused to budge. “Some of them were also taken into custody to prevent deterioration 
in law and order situation,” a senior officer had said. Krishak Mukti Sangram Samiti (KMSS) 
chief Akhil Gogoi announced that Prime Minister Modi and central ministers would not be 
allowed to enter the state, while the chief minister and BJP MLAs and MPs will not be allowed 
to hold any meeting or rally in the state. 

The agitators were seen burning effigies of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chief Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal and aggressively surrounding the state secretariat here. In Golaghat’s 
Numaligarh area, members of Asom Aikya Manch took to the streets with their clothes off to 
protest against the Bill. Agitators at Dibgoi tried to block a highway to stop Chief Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal from attending Gorkha Mahotsav. AASU activists in Nagaon waved black 
flags to BJP state unit president Ranjeet Das. Protests by students were also reported from Cotton 
State University and Dibrugarh University. 

The Students’ Federation of India (SFI) took out a ‘Shamshan Yatra’ (funeral procession) of the 
prime minister, chief minister and seven BJP MPs in Assam. It is to be kept in mind that SFI is a 
communist students’ organization. In New Delhi, students from Assam studying there protested 
at Jantar Mantar and were joined by students from other states too. 

All Assam Lawyers’ Association called the Bill “unconstitutional” and warned that they would 
go to the Supreme Court if the same was enacted. The agitators had also threatened that they 
would not allow locally produced oil, petroleum products, coal, forest products, and limestone to 
be taken out of the state. Asom Gana Parishad (AGP), which withdrew support 111 to the BJP-led 
government in Assam at the time, also extended its support to the bandh. BJP spokesperson 
Mehdi Alam Bora resigned from the party, saying the Bill would harm the Assamese society and 
nullify the Assam Accord. 

Former Assam chief minister and AGP leader Prafulla Kumar Mahanta demanded that the BJP 
government in the state resign and face a fresh election. An 11-hour bandh, called by AASU and 
the North East Students’ Organization (NESO) and supported by over a hundred 
organizations against the Bill, had completely disrupted daily life in Assam yesterday. 

It is notable here that the people of Assam have been demanding the ouster of Bangladeshis 
illegally settled in the state and a significant chunk of the Assamese population also believes 
Bengali Hindus too should be ousted from the state as they have encroached upon Assamese 
rights and benefits. Amongst all this, State minister Himanta Biswa Sarma, who had earlier 
also expressed 01 his support to the decision, maintained that the AGP had committed a “historic 
blunder” by not extending support to the Bill. 

With such widespread protests, the media and several other civil organizations asserted that 
Assam too was protesting against the exclusion of Muslims from the Citizenship Amendment 
Act. It was on this premise, that protests in the rest of the country were sparked off. 

However, a deeper analysis of facts presents a completely different picture. 


The people of Assam were in essence, not protesting against the exclusion of Muslims, they were, in 
essence, not even protesting against giving Citizenship to persecuted religious minorities from 
neighboring Islamic nations like Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh. What they were protesting was 

the settlement of any refugee in the state of Assam which even included Hindus. ^ 


The conflict between Assamese and Bengali Hindus isn’t new. It has been happening for 
decades. There have been numerous agitations in the past and protests which consequently 
turned violent. The Assam Accord that was signed in 1985 between the Government of India and 
Assamese leaders marked the culmination of these protests. There have been numerous ethnic 
clashes in the past. In 1960, there was the infamous ‘Bongal Kheda’ campaign. Violence erupted 
sporadically over the years even after the signing of the Assam Accord where victims have been 
Bengalis, both Hindus and Muslims. 1 ^ 


The violence that was witnessed in Assam was always fated to happen at some point. It is convenient to 
blame the CAB for it but the CAB is not the main issue here. The main issue here is illegal immigration 
that has changed the demography of Assam so quickly that people haven’t had any time to adjust or cope 
with it. It did not happen with their consent either. 


Another important thing to note here is the fact that not the entirety of Assamese society was 
opposed to CAB. It is reflected by the fact that the BJP won 9 seats in the 2019 General 
Elections despite having the CAB on its core agenda. And not just in areas where Bengali 
Hindus are the majority. Dibrugarh, Jorhat, Lakhimpur, Tezpur, these are all seats where the 
Assamese Community is in the majority and yet, the BJP won comfortably in these seats. 

It can be safely said that the CAB has significant support even among the Assamese community. 
Their voices may get drowned by the protesters; however, the results of the General Elections 
clearly showed that the Assamese Community is not as averse to the CAB as ‘liberals’ would 
like to believe. As we had said in August 2018, “there is another section of Assamese people, a 
much larger section presumably although not as loud as the other, who are of the opinion that 
Bengali Hindus do not pose a threat to their way of life contrary to Bengali Muslims and that 
those primarily responsible for the on-going influx of illegal immigrants into Assam are Bengali 
Muslims.” 

Given the results of the General Elections, we will have to assume that this section is indeed 
much larger although their opinions aren’t being reflected in the ongoing protests. Because only 
elections in a democracy are the truest measure of public opinion. 


The elements who supported the Assam protests and suggested that Assamese people were against CAB 
for the same reasons as them (exclusion of Muslims) did not realize that the protests only intensified the 
necessity of an NRC. The opposition parties, Islamic organizations and certain others oppose the CAB 
but they oppose the NRC as well. It’s contrary to the sentiments of the Assamese protesters who oppose 
the CAB but greatly support the NRC. In fact, we can safely say that those protesting today in Assam 
were deeply disappointed by the fact that only 19 lakh people were ultimately deemed to be illegal 
immigrants through the NRC process. They expected and wanted the number to be much higher. 








The Assamese, due to the historic conflict in the region and the need to preserve their ethnic 
identity post the Liberation of Bangladesh that led to massive influx of illegal immigrants to 
Assam, want no refugees to be settled in Assam. On the other hand, the protests in Assam also 
demand that all illegal immigrants who are currently residing in the State of Assam need to be 
identified and sent back to their home countries (mostly Bangladesh). 


The essence of the Assam protest is the demand for the implementation of honouring of Clause 6 of the 
Assam Accord that says that the ethnic, linguistic and cultural identity of Assam will be protected. 
Therefore, to consider the protests in Assam against the Citizenship Amendment Act to be the same as the 
protest in other parts of the country, which is mostly driven by the demand of including Muslims in CAA 
and not deporting illegal immigrants is completely fallacious. 




The Events of December 

The political volcano 


The misinformation being spread in the name of NRC and CAA was evident from the 1 st of 
December itself. On this day, the leader of opposition belonging to Congress stood up in the 
parliament and labelled Amit Shah and Prime Minister Narendra Modi as illegal immigrants. He 
asserted that Home Minister Amit Shah and Prime Minister Narendra Modi were ‘illegal 
immigrants’ because they originally hail from the state of Gujarat and then, shifted to Delhi, 
giving an extremely twisted and sinister impression of ‘illegal immigration’ to the general public, 
in his capacity as an elected representative. 

It is difficult to believe that a veteran politician would not be aware of the difference between 
illegals from other countries and Indian citizens shifting residences within India. These ill- 
informed statements were made in the Winter Session of the Parliament as several bills, 
including the Citizenship Amendment Act were slated to be tabled for passage. Senior Congress 
leader Shashi Tharoor claimed 1 ^ 1 on the 4 th of December that the new bill violates the basic idea 
of India that religion can never be a reason for citizenship. He added that ours is a country for 
everybody, irrespective of religion, has equal rights in this country and the Constitution that they 
wrote reflected that. “Today, this bill undermines this fundamental tenet of the Constitution”, he 
added. 

Echoing a similar sentiment, former Union minister and senior Congress leader Jairam 
Ramesh had also said m that Congress will take a leadership role in building an alliance with like- 
minded parties against the CAB and the proposed nationwide National Register of Citizens 
(NRC). However, while politics was played on an extremely important legislation, the very 
Congress that opposed the Bill had supported a similar legislation in 2003^. 

Clarifying the Congress party stand on the issue, the then Rajya Sabha leader of opposition Dr 
Singh had stated, “It is our moral obligation that if circumstances force people, these unfortunate 
people, to seek refuge in our country, our approach to granting citizenship to these unfortunate 
persons should be more liberal”. “I sincerely hope that the Deputy Prime Minister (LK Advani) 
will bear this in mind in charting out the future course of action with regard to the Citizenship 
Act,” Singh had said in Rajya Sabha in 2003.^ The Congress has yet not been able to articulate 
why they supported citizenship for persecuted religious minorities from neighboring Islamic 
nations then and opposed the same move now. 

The political nature of the opposition was such that the opposition party Shiv Sena demanded 
that the refugees who would be given citizenship under CAA not get voting rights. That in itself 
is a misplaced argument since once an individual is given citizenship, s/he cannot be denied 
voting rights. The reason for this opposition was that the parties hoping to defeat BJP thought 
that BJP would firstly solidify its vote base since the CAA was a step towards healing the scars 
of the partition and also, that the ones being given citizenship would vote for the Prime Minister 
during elections. 

Muslim leader Assaduddin Owaisi asked the speaker of Lok Sabha to ‘save the country from 


such a law and save the Home Minister also’. ‘Otherwise, like in Nuremberg race laws and 
Israel’s citizenship act 1 ^ 1 , the Home Minister’s name will be featured with Hitler and David Ben- 
Gurion”, he said. 1111 It needs to be mentioned here that the Citizenship Amendment Act is 
nothing like the Nuremberg laws as alleged by Owaisi. The Nuremberg laws of Reich Germany 
essentially applied to citizens of that country and discriminated against Jews. 


Classification 

Translation 

Heritage 

Definition 

Deutschblutiger 

German-blooded 

German 

Belongs to the German race and nation; approved to have Reich citizenship 

Deutschblutiger 

German-blooded 

V 8 Jewish 

Considered as belonging to the German race and nation; approved to have Reich citizenship 

Mischling zweiten Grades 

Mixed race (second degree) 

V4 Jewish 

Only partly belongs to the German race and nation; approved to have Reich citizenship 

Mischling ersten Grades 

Mixed race (first degree) 

3 / 8 or V 2 Jewish 

Only partly belongs to the German race and nation; approved to have Reich citizenship 

Jude 

Jew 

3 / 4 Jewish 

Belongs to the Jewish race and community; not approved to have Reich citizenship 

Jude 

Jew 

Jewish 

Belongs to the Jewish race and community; not approved to have Reich citizenship 


Per the Nuremberg law, Jews were not ‘approved to have Reich citizenship’ at all. An equivalent of that 
would be if the Citizenship Amendment Act had said that every citizen who is a Muslim would cease to be 
a citizenship of the country because of his religion. The Citizenship Amendment Act, however, does quite 
the contrary. It simply provides citizenship to persecuted Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis and 
Christians who have been persecuted in neighboring Islamic countries. It in no way impacts the 
citizenship of existing citizens of the country regardless of their race, religion, caste or creed. Another 
argument that came to the fore, and still festers is that the Citizenship Amendment Act is against 

‘minorities’. 


What this argument essentially claims is that Muslims are a minority is Islamic countries 11 ^. 
Quite obviously, Muslims cannot be considered a persecuted religious minority in an Islamic 
State. Furthermore, the Citizenship Amendment Act has nothing to do with current Indian 
citizens. It only seeks to provide citizenship to people from neighboring countries who are being 
persecuted due to their identity as a religious minority. Therefore, it’s utterly bizarre to argue that 
the Act is in any way against the minority communities of India. 

Interestingly, opposition parties including Congress, TMC and other parties have said that the 
bill is against the fundamental rights enshrined in the constitution, forgetting, that those rights 
apply only to citizens of India and thus, while it applies to every citizen, it does not apply to say 
Rohingyas or Pakistani Muslims who are not being given citizenship under the bill. 

The misplaced intervention of USCIRF - Just into the second week of December 

The US Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF), the US federal government 
commission, had raised concerns over India’s Citizenship Amendment Bill that was passed in the 
Lok Sabha on the 9 th of December. The commission had issued a notice, stating that it will 
recommend the US government to consider sanctions against the Indian Home Minister Amit 
Shah and other principal leadership. The USCIRF notification stated that The Citizenship 
Amendment Act (Then Citizenship Amendment Bill) enshrines a pathway to citizenship for 
immigrants that specifically excludes Muslims, setting a legal criterion for citizenship based on 
religion. 




















It also said that in conjunction with the NRC in Assam and the nationwide NRC proposed by 
Amit Shah, the USCIRF fears that the Indian government is creating a “religious test for Indian 
citizenship that would strip citizenship from millions of Muslims”. 113 It is noteworthy that in its 
statement, the USCIRF had conveniently forgotten to mention that the NRC is directed against 
illegal immigrants, and not against the genuine Muslim citizens of India. The USA itself has 
strict policy with respect to illegal immigration and thus, it is a wonder that USCIRF chose to 
interfere in the democratic right of a sovereign nation to ensure that its borders are secure. 

The USCIRF which touts itself as an independent body is not as independent as one would like 
not exactly a non-political entity considering that it was created by ‘The International Religious 
Freedom Act of 1998’ which was passed by the 105th US Congress (1997-99) and signed into 
law by the then-President Bill Clinton. 

The act starts with the following sentence and ends up revealing a whole lot: “An act to express 
United States foreign policy with respect to, and to strengthen United States advocacy on behalf 
of, individuals persecuted in foreign countries on account of religion...” In simple words, 
USCIRF says essentially that it is an extension of US foreign policy and it will ignore what it 
sees unfit for the geopolitical interests of the country. 

India responded sharply 041 to this undue and unfair intervention by USCIRF. In a statement 
issued by the ME A, the ministry’s official spokesperson said that the statement made by 
USCIRF is ‘neither accurate nor warranted’. The statement further read that the CAA (Then 
CAB) provides expedited consideration for Indian citizenship to persecuted religious minorities 
already in India from certain contiguous countries. The bill seeks to address the difficulties they 
are currently facing and to meet the basic human rights. The MEA clarified that the CAA (then 
CAB) does not affect the existing avenues available to those all the communities interested in 
seeking Indian citizenship. 


“Neither the CAB nor the National Register of Citizens (NRC) process seeks to strip citizenship from any 
Indian citizen of faith. Suggestions to that effect are motivated and unjustified," the statement read. In a 
sharp rebuttal, the MEA spokesperson further called out USCIRF and said that given its past records, the 
position articulated by the same is not a surprise. “It is, however, regrettable that the body has chosen to 
be guided only by its prejudices and biases on a matter on which it clearly has little knowledge and no 

locus standi". 


In fact, the sheer hypocrisy and futility of USCIRF intervention is laid bare by the fact that on 
the day after USCIRF chided India for expediting citizenship for persecuted minorities of 
Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh, a 14 year old Christian girl was abducted in Pakistan, 
forcefully married to her abductor and converted to Islam 051 . At the same time, in the US, a Sikh 
Uber driver was racially assaulted 051 and his attacker was given bail after his arrest 011 . It is also 
interesting to note that it is the same USCIRF that had imposed a travel ban on then Chief 
Minister of Gujarat Narendra Modi for his alleged role in the Gujarat riots of 2002. 

Since then, the Supreme Court of India exonerated him and he was democratically elected with a 
thumping majority as the Prime Minister of the country twice. Ironically, only two days after the 




same USCIRF interfered in the domestic matters of India, Narendra Modi got a clean chit for the 
Nanavati-Mehta Commission that was set up to probe the 2002 riots 021 . 

11 th December - Seeds of Anarchy 

The context of the protests in the Northeast, specifically Assam, has already been explained. It 
was the Congress party that had unfortunately unleashed violence in Assam during the protests in 
the state to expel illegals. 1979 to 1985 was a turbulent period for Assam. The Assam agitation 
was at its peak and the Assamese people’s anger against the Bangladeshi influx was at its 
highest. Amid the turbulence, the Indira Gandhi government railroaded the Assamese people and 
forced elections upon them in 1983. The AASU boycotted these elections. Even in 1979 the 
AASU had agitated against elections since the voter list had a massive spike owing to illegal 
Bangladeshis. 

The Indira Gandhi government’s decision to thrust elections upon Assam in 1983 turned a 
mostly-peaceful agitation into a violent one, one of the most violent in the history of the country. 
The consequence was the heinous Nellie massacre of 1983. A six-hour long, bloodied rampage 
by tribal group Lalung, where 2,191 mostly Bangladeshi Muslims lost their lives (unofficial 
numbers could be as high as 10,000). During this massacre, the state was under President’s rule. 
Which essentially meant under Indira Gandhi’s direct rule and this ghastly massacre was allowed 
to happen. Post the massacre, in another agitation-filled election, the Congress government came 
to power in 1984, where mostly the Bengali-majority areas voted. 

Indira Gandhi was subsequently assassinated on 31st October 1984. Rajiv Gandhi, to his credit, 
signed the Assam Accord in 1985 where 1 January 1966 became the base year for detecting 
foreigners and 24th March 1971 was decided as the cut-off date for detecting illegal foreigners 
and removing them from the electoral rolls. Thereafter, the Congress state government was 
dissolved and in the subsequent election, AGP came to power 1121 . The inability of the Congress 
governments to ensure the fulfillment of the Assam Accord coupled the fact that Sonia Gandhi 
had then offered to amend the Foreigners Act to prevent the deportation of illegal Bangladeshi 
immigrants threw Assam into discord for decades. The current NRC is an exercise that has been 
mandated by the Supreme Court of India and not a whim carried out by the Government of India. 


Even in such a scenario, the Congress party chose to shake the hornet’s nest. While Assam erupted in 
protests, Rahul Gandhi, the former Congress President claimed that the Citizenship Amendment Bill was 
a tool to “ethnically cleanse” the North East. “I stand in solidarity with the people of the North East,” 
said Rahul Gandhi, after his party had presided over the demographic invasion of the region for years by 

Bangladeshi illegal immigrants 122 Simultaneously, while the irresponsible statements were being made 
by Rahul Gandhi, the Congress party in Chandigarh started burning effigies of Prime Minister Modi in 

their protestIn Assam, thousands of students took to the streets and the police had to fire rubber 
bullets to get the mob in control. Army deployment was announced in Tripura and Assam, where the 
influx of Bangladeshi immigrants has always been an emotive issue for natives of the state. The Centre 
also airlifted 5,000 paramilitary personnel to Northeastern states, including Assam, for maintenance of 

law and order duties 

At this point, what needs to be reiterated again is that Assam was not protesting for the reasons as 
projected by the Congress party. They were not protesting against the exclusion of Muslims in 



Citizenship Amendment Act or even because they had the illusion that BJP was imposing ethnic cleansing 
in Northeast, as falsely and dangerously asserted by Rahul Gandhi. Assam was protesting because firstly, 
they wanted illegal Bangladeshis out of Assam and secondly, because they did not want anyone given 
citizenship under CAA to be settled in Assam or the NE. 


The dangerous and fallacious statements by political parties only worsened the protests due to 
severe misinformation. Amidst the chaos in Assam, Leftists started to foment trouble in 
University Campuses. In IIT- Bombay, a handful of students belonging to the Left organizations 
started protesting against the Citizenship Amendment Act. As a counter protest, large number of 
students started a campaign to support the CAA 1231 . 


On 11 th December, another interesting call to violence took place that was actually discovered much 
later. A student, Ladeeda Farzana aka Ladeeda Sakhaloon, who reappeared much later after unbridled 

violence erupted, had given a call to Jihad. In a Facebook post from 11 th December, Ladeeda had given 
a call to Jihad and asked people to learn about it^l. 


; , Ladeeda Sakhaloon is with Fayiza C A and 8 others. ••• 

'cut 11 December at 22:37 • 9 

Do you think we only have the history of Hudaibiyya?! 

If you forget we will remind you about' Badr'Uhd' and 'Karbala'. 

Do you think we only know to talk about 'Swabr' ?! 

Then you are mistaken! 

You should learn about our 'Jihad'. 

La ilaha ilia allah, Muhammad rasoolullah. 

#RejectNRC 

#RejectCAB 

©o im 151 25 comments 23 shares 

The mention of Badr, Uhd and Karbala is significant as these are battles where the early Muslims 
had scored decisive victories against the ‘Kaafirs’. The Battle of Badr was fought by Prophet 
Muhammad himself and is considered to be won by Allah’s divine intervention by Muslims. The 
Battle of Uhud was the second military encounter between the ‘Kaafir’ Meccans and the Prophet. 

The battle of Karbala was fought between the Second Umayyad Caliph Yazid the first and 
grandson of the Islamic prophet. This battle ultimately sealed the Shia-Sunni divide. She ends the 
post with “La ilaha ilia allah, Muhammad rasoolullah.” 

Given the mention of the three places along with Jihad is ample evidence that Ladeeda 
Sakhaloon’s call for Jihad cannot be whitewashed as a mere non-violent struggle or spiritual 
struggle. Moreover, the Hudybiyyah she mentions is a peace treaty signed by Prophet 
Muhammad with the Qurayshi tribe which he later broke and went to war against them. 





Therefore, quite clearly, Ladeeda Salakhoon is drawing an analogy with breaking a peace treaty 
with ‘Kaafirs’ and going to war against them. This cannot be dubbed as a call for spiritual Jihad 
or non-violent Jihad in any manner whatsoever. 


The seeds of Anarchy were sown on the day the Indian Parliament passed the Citizenship Amendment 
Act. With a strong misinformation campaign, opposition leaders making irresponsible statements, 
indulging in violence, fanning violence and students belonging to the Left fomenting trouble in colleges 

and universities. 


Assurance ignored 

On the 12 th of January, Prime Minister Narendra Modi assured 123 the people of Assam that his 
government was committed to implementing Clause 6 of the Assam Accord. During the 
discussion in the parliament, Home Minister Amit Shah had slammed the Congress for not 
implementing the Assam Accord and pushing the state into chaos. 


The Clause 6 of the Assam Accord reads, “Constitutional, legislative and administrative safeguards, as 
may be appropriate, shall be provided to protect, preserve and promote the cultural, social, linguistic 
identity and heritage of the Assamese people”. 


Clause 6 was meant to act as a safeguard against the effect of migration between 1951 and 1971 
on Assam’s demography and the state’s culture. Despite ruling Assam for decades, the Congress 
party had not constructed a committee to implement the guidelines under Clause 6. It was the 
Modi government that had constructed the committee in January 2019. 

Amit Shah stated 123 , “In 1985, the Assam accord happened. There is a provision in clause 6 to 
protect the indigenous culture of the state. From 1985 to 2014, the committee was not constituted 
for Clause 6.1 want to assure that the NDA Government through committee to supervise clause 6 
will protect rights of Assam. We have constituted the Committee and All Assam Students’ Union 
is part of the committee. I want them to send a report of the Committee quickly.” 

The Assam government’s website lists several projects undertaken and funds sanctioned under 
the committee. Among those are the establishment of The Srimanta Sankardeva Kalakshetra 
Society, The Jyoti Chitraban Film Studio Scheme, The modernization of the Jyoti Chitraban 
Film Studio Phase III, and special grant of funds for the protection of historical monuments in 
the state, among many others. 






12 th December - Targeted anger in Assam, Congress allying with Islamists 

A day after both Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha had passed the Citizenship Amendment Act, it 
became clear that no amount of persuasion or reasoning would be able to counter the propaganda 
that had been unleashed by vested interests. Protests raged on in Assam for the fourth 
consecutive day against the Citizenship Amendment Bill, 2019 which sailed through both the 
Upper and Lower house and awaited the President’s assent before becoming a law. As the 
protests swelled, an angry mob in Assam’s Chabua district set BJP MLA Binod Hazarika’s 
house on fire and went on the rampage torching vehicles and the circle office. 

The death toll in Assam reached 4 as 2 more people succumbed to bullet wounds. Reportedly, 
they died in police firing as they were a part of the protesting mob 123 . 

Moreover, the residence of Angoorlata Deka, who is BJP MLA from Assam’s Batadroba 
constituency, was vandalized by protesters and an incident of firing occurred outside the 
residence of Tapan Gogoi, BJP MP from Jorhat in Assam. Santanu Bharali’s residence was also 
vandalized by protesters. He is the legal adviser to the Assam chief minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal. The BJP office in Jorhat was also gheraoed by protesters, it was reported. The enraged 
protesters also attacked Assam Police chief Bhaskar Jyoti Mahanta’s convoy when he was 
touring the city. Stones were pelted as the cavalcade was on the Guwahati-Shillong Road near 
Christian Basti. 

The convoy had to stop several times as the entire stretch was blocked by protesters who put up 
wooden structures and iron barricades. When the vehicles stopped in the Christian Basti area and 
security personnel were clearing the road, some protesters threw stones. No one was hurt and no 
damage occurred. While mobile and internet services remain suspended in 10 districts of Assam, 
Guwahati, the epicenter of the protests, is under indefinite curfew. Army has been deployed in 
Assam and Tripura, and railway and air traffic were severely hit. 

Around 300 protestors were detained. While Assam burnt and the Prime Minister tried to 
assuage sentiments by assuring that Clause 6 of the Assam Accord will be upheld, the Congress 
party chose to throw its weight behind Indian Union Muslim League (IUML). The IUML moved 
the Supreme Court demanding that CAA be declared null and void since it violated the 
fundamental principles of equality as enshrined in the Constitution of India. Representing IUML 
in this appeal was senior Congress leader Kapil Sibal 12 ^. 

A little history about IUML would put the move to oppose CAA into perspective, considering 
the Act does not affect Indian Muslims or any citizen of India. 

Indian Union Muslim League (IUML), which claims to be born after Indian Independence in 
1948, is actually an off-shoot of Pakistan founder and Islamist Mohammad Ali Jinnah’s All India 
Muslim League (AIML). The All India Muslim League was succeeded by the Muslim League in 
Pakistan and the Indian Union Muslim League in India. In its website, the Indian Union Muslim 
League (IUML) claims that its motto 1221 is secularism and communal harmony but has often 
openly indulged in carrying out those objectives which are contrary to its own motto. 


The Muslim League had strongly advocated for the establishment of a separate Muslim-majority 
nation-state, Pakistan successfully led to the partition of British India in 1947 by the British 
Empire. The birth of Indian Union Muslim League (IUML) in December 1947 was a part of that 
intention to keep these spirit of the All India Muslim League. 

Muhammad Ismail, the first President of the Indian Union Muslim League after it split up from 
the Jinnah’s Muslim League, had actively participated in the partition movement of the country 
and was an ardent supporter of the creation of Pakistan. Interestingly, Muhammad Ismail, who 
claimed IUML was a secular outfit had, in fact, supported the retaining of Sharia law 22 for 
Indian Muslims in the Constituent Assembly after India’s independence. Mohammad Ismail, the 
founder President of IUML, the first political party of Muslims in the new state of India even 
bargained with Congress 1211 to “recognize the League as the sole representative of Muslims”, 
similar to the policies of Mohammad Ali Jinnah, who had always asserted he and his party 
AIML was the sole representative of the Muslims in undivided India. 

Jawaharlal Nehru, whose Congress had once rejected the proposal 1221 of Jinnah in 1937 for a 
coalition government with the Muslim League, joined hands 1221 with the IUML in Kerala post¬ 
independence. The design of Congress further encouraged political Islamists like IUML to resort 
to more communal politics in the name of protecting the interests of Muslims in the country. The 
Indian Union Muslim League has been notoriously known for flaring up communal incidents in 
the state of Kerala. The party was found involved in the planning as well as the execution of the 
brutal Marad massacre in Kerala in 2003 as per the report of Justice Thomas P Joseph 
Commission which was set up to investigate the incident. 

The report had declared 1221 the massacre as “a clear communal conspiracy, with Muslim 
fundamentalist and terrorist organizations involved”. Further, in 2017, the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) had registered a fresh First Information Report (FIR) 1221 in connection with 
the probe and had named Indian Union Muslim League leaders P.P. Moideen Koya and Moyeen 
Haji were accused of funding, conspiring and executing the riots. While this happened, the 
President of India gave assent 122 to the Citizenship Amendment Bill, making it an act. In the 
meantime, a visit to India by the Japan Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, who was set to visit 
Guwahati, Assam for talks with Prime Minister Modi was cancelled. Just prior to that, 
Bangladesh Foreign Minister AK Abdul Momen and the country’s Home Minister had called off 
their visits to India 123 . However, the foreign ministry had clarified 122 that the cancellation of 
FM’s visit was not linked to ongoing developments in India, especially the Citizenship 
Amendment Act 122 . 

On the 12 th , Jamia Millia Islamia took out a protest march, the poster and call for which 
was distributed even before the 12 th , 
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13 th December - Other protests by Jamia planned in advance 

Several protests were pre-planned for the 13 th of December 2019, especially by the Muslim 
students of Jamia Millia Islamia. Here are some posters. The call was to march to the Parliament 
to demand that CAA (then CAB) and NRC be revoked. Pertinent to note here that NRC was only 
applied to Assam vide a court order and the CAA had nothing to do with Indians as was being 
projected. 
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Muslim Students Federation 


13 th December - Violence erupts 

Members belonging to various Muslim organizations, who were protesting against the Bill, took 
to the streets in various parts of India in a post-Friday Namaaz protest. Organizations like the 
Jamaat-e-Islami Telangana and Odisha units and the Jamiat-e-Ulama Telangana and Andhra 
Pradesh units criticized the Citizenship Amendment Act. Hamed Mohammed Khan, president, 



Jamaat-e-Islami Telangana and Odisha units had said Friday khutbahs (sermons) on CAA were 
prepared and would be delivered in mosques under its control. Soon after Friday prayers, 
members of the organization, its supporters and those against the CAA would take to the streets 
and demonstrate peacefully 1 ^ 1 . 

“Protesters will wear black bands, carry black flags and signs, will stand outside, and protest 
silently and peacefully. On Sunday, we propose to organize a dharna and public meeting at 
Dharna Chowk, where we will inform the people of the CAA and its nature,” Khan had said. 
Following the direction, protests were launched 1111 in Uttar Pradesh’s Saharanpur district, where 
various people from the Muslim community opposing the act took to the streets after the Friday 
prayers. Internet services were shut down in Aligarh and Saharanpur following the large-scale 
protests. 

Students of the Aligarh Muslim University and members of the Jamait-e-Ulama Hind had also 
staged protests against the new law. West Bengal’s Kolkata was also not left behind. Many 
protestors took over Kolkata’s Park Circus area, which is predominantly a Muslim area, after 
their Friday Namaaz to stage protest against the CAA (Stills from the videos of the violence). 






A similar protest in West Bengal’s Murshidabad area turned violent after protestors pelted stones 
on an ambulance and vandalized the Beldanga station, situated beside National Highway 34 at 
Beldanga in Murshidabad district in West Bengal (stills from videos of the violence). 


The violence in West Bengal took massive proportions where mobs, predominantly of people 
belonging to the Muslim community, rampaged through districts of West Bengal. The mobs also 
thrashed personnel of the Railway Police Force that was at the Beldanga railway station 
complex. Tires were set on fire and then hurled at the Railway tracks supposedly with an aim to 
sabotage passenger trains, the protestors also went on a rampage 1 ^ 2 in West Bengal’s Howrah 
district. They resorted to extreme violence by blocking tracks at the Uluberia railway station. 
They vandalized the complex and some trains by resorting to stone pelting, injuring a driver, 
officials said. The violence affected train services in Sealdah division of the Eastern Railway. 

The mob also pelted stones at running trains. Multiple long-distance and local trains in the 
Howrah section were stranded due to the violence. In the East Midnapore district, BJP General 
Secretary Sayantan Basu’s car was attacked by protesters and the police had to rescue him. The 
videos of the mobs indulging in violence was published by India Today reporter which can be 
seen in the article referenced herein 1 ^ 1 . The eye witness accounts of Muslim mobs going on 




rampage were nothing short of chilling. 


One eye witness account claimed that the mobs, carrying “Oppose CAA and NRC” banners first 
shattered the window panes of the train and then started pelting stones. They also started poking 
inside with iron rods. “First, they shattered all the window panes of an empty rake of Humsafar 
Express. Then they got to our train and started to pelt it with stones. The elderly were 
traumatized, the children crying. A stone shattered the glass window of the adjacent coupe. My 
heart pounded as I heard them screaming,” said the witness. 


He added, “I saw them laughing sadistically as they poked the rods through the broken window panes to 
terrify the passengers. I ducked and stayed dead still. One stray stone, one swing of the rod is all it would 
take.” This eye witness also said that the mob included individuals in their early 20s and children as 

young as 7 or 8^. 


Another account by a passenger who was trapped in the very train that was attacked, said that 
there was an announcement from a Mosque following which the train stopped and a strong mob 
consisting of thousands of people charged and attacked the train 14 ^. In total, Protestors 
vandalized properties at three railway stations and set five trains on fire in the state. In Amdanga 
and Kalyani areas of North 24 Parganas and Nadia, protestors block roads and streets. Areas 
such as Deganga, Domjur, Burdwan and Birbhum also witnessed protests against the CAA 1421 . 



A train set on fire at Beldanga Station in Murshidabad district. Photo: India Today 









Vandalized railway station property lies on the tracks after it was ransacked by protestors 
agitating against NRC and CAB issue at Uluberia Station in Howrah district of West Bengal. 
(Photo Credit: PTI) 



Central Railway has cancelled some express trains to and from Howrah in West Bengal in view 
of the ongoing agitations (Photo Credit: The Federal) 









Protestors targeted railway properties in Murshidabad (Photo Credit: News Nation) 


While mobs went on a rampage in West Bengal 143 , in Delhi’s Jamia Millia Islamia University, 
which is predominantly Muslim, violence erupted in which 12 police personnel were left injured. 
‘Students’ of the controversial Jamia Millia Islamia (JMI) University resorted to mob violence 
against the police officials and shouted Islamic slogans such as “Allah-o-Akbar" during their 
protests. As the protests turned violent, 50 students were also detained after the stone-pelting. 


Jamia Millia Islamia University students were seen raising ‘Allaho Akbar’ and ‘Nara-e-Taqbeer’ 
slogans. They are also heard saying, “Ye shahar zagmagaega, nur-e-la-illaha se, Ye desh 
zagmagaega, nur-e-la-ilaha se.Nara-e-takbir, Allahu Akbar”. The ‘students’ of the Jamia Millia 
Islamia University in Delhi were also seen abusing police with provocative words as they used 
tear gas to disperse the violent mob. They were heard using abusive and sexual slurs against 
police officers while one of the violent protestors is also heard asking a fellow protesters not to 
let go of the policemen. 

In another video shared by one of the radical Islamic groups known as Tehzeeb Committee of 
Jamia Millia Islamia college, a ‘student’ can be seen making communal and provocative 
statements by claiming that ‘those who want to protect Muslims will have to protect Islam’. 


There were also several provocative statements that demanded Muslims to take to the streets. The 
“speech” was followed by a worrying slogan, “tera mera rishta kya, La ilahi illilah”. Similar statements 
were heard in Kashmir with respect to Pakistan by terrorists where they chanted “Pakistan se rishta kya, 

La ilahi illilah”. 


Around 2,000 Jamia ‘students’ in Delhi were protesting against the CAA. The Jamia protesters 
against CAA had called for a march to Parliament House from the university campus to express 










their opposition to the legislation. However, they resorted to violence and broke police 
barricades. 

As the police began to lathi-charge the students to calm down the situation, the protestors 
resorted to stone-pelting against the police officials. Several policemen were injured in the mob 
attack by the students and three policemen were in critical condition in the ICU 14 ^. 

On the second day, the mob in West Bengal set a toll plaza on fire at Suti crossing in West 
Bengal’s Murshidabad district. After vandalizing and burning railway stations in Murshidabad 
and Howrah, the Muslim mob then proceeded to attack Sujnipara railway station under Malda 
division of Eastern Railways and the ticket counter at Sankrail railway station in Howrah district 
and set fire to the station 14 ^. 

In addition, after the violence, the Jamia Millia Islamia students had called to boycott exams that 
were scheduled to be held from the 14 th of December. However, once the violence escalated, the 
University decided to postpone the examinations and announced the winter break from 
December 15 th to January 5 th 


Provocative statements by Congress leader Sonia Gandhi while riots continue 

While violence brewed in West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh and Delhi, Sonia Gandhi, the President of 
Indian National Congress held a ‘Bharat Bachao’ rally (Save India rally) in which, among other 
things she said that it is the responsibility of the people to get out of their homes, take to the 
streets and agitate against the Modi government. 


She also said that the Congress and the people should be ready to make any sacrifice to “protect” India 
and that this is an ‘aar paar ki ladai’ (the final battle) and people should be willing for any ‘Qurbani’ 

(sacrifice) The provocative speech was later held responsible for the Delhi riots by some victims 

themselves^1. At the same time, Mamata Banerjee has announced that her party would hold protests in 

December against CAA and NRC. 


In a tweet by the official Twitter handle of TMC, it was announced that protest marches will be 
held on December 16th and 17th. In no uncertain terms, Mamata Banerjee, the TMC supremo 
had announced that she will not allow the implementation of Citizenship Amendment Act and 
Registry for Citizens (NRC) in West Bengal. 




15 th December - Riots continue in Delhi 


Riots amplified on the 15 th of December as Islamist mobs went on a rampage not only in Jamia 
but also a neighboring area of Jamia called New Friends Colony. Jamia Millia Islamia University 
found itself in the thick of violence once again. At Jamia Nagar in Delhi where the university is 
located, Jihadist slogans were raised. The ‘protesters’ raised slogans of ‘Hinduon se Azadi ,[53] , 
‘Chheen ke lenge Azadi’ and ‘Ladh ke lenge Azadi’. 


The slogans translate to ‘Freedom from Hindus’, ‘We will fight for freedom’. Given the violence that was 
witnessed, the ‘fight’ cannot be interpreted as a non-violent ‘fight’ alone. 


Several buses were torched and firefighters were also attacked by the ‘protesters’. The 
‘protesters’ also pelted stones at the Police to which the Police responded with lathi-charge. Two 
buses were also burnt near Mata Mandir in Delhi 1511 . 



(Photo credit: India Today) 



(S t ill from video of the violence) 










(Still from video of the violence) 


Interestingly, it emerged that theAamAadmi Party leader (the ruling party of the Union Territory of 
Delhi+NCR) was found leading the mob that eventually turned violence in the New Friends Colony area 

in Delhi. 


While there was evidence to suggest the same and several reporters acquired it, Amanatullah 
Khan claimed that he was at a ‘different protest’ and not leading the one that turned violent 153 . 

In the meantime, while Amanatullah Khan was accused of leading a mob that turned violence, 
AAP leaders uploaded pictures alleging that the Delhi police was actually a part of the mob that 
was indulging in burning busses 153 . This was, however, refuted threadbare. In reality, the Delhi 
police was helping the firefighters douse the fire that was lit by the protesting mob that turned 
violent. 

In fact, much later in January when the Delhi police, who AAP leaders had wrongly blamed tried 
to let Manish Sisodia off the hook for spreading fake news, Delhi court rejected the clean chit 
and asked the police to file a fresh report 153 . 

While there have been several allegations of police inaction, most of them sans fact, on the 15 th 
of December, the police cracked down heavily on the mobs indulging in violence, arson and 
rioting. The Delhi police had entered Jamia Millia Islamia to flush out the violent mob who were 
pelting stones at the police and had indulged in rioting. Reportedly, the police fired tear gas 
shells while the ‘students’ pelted stones. It was reported that the police dragged some students 
out who were hiding inside a mosque 1551 inside the campus premises. 

It is reported that hundreds of ‘protesters’ were paraded out of the University with their hands in 
the air. The Police said that they had nabbed some outsiders who were indulging in violence. 
Waseem Ahmed Khan, Chief Proctor, said that the Police have entered the Campus without 
permission. He said, “Our staff and students are being beaten up and forced to leave the 
campus.” 1551 

On the same day, while stone pelters and rioters were being flushed out of Jamia Millia Islamia, 
the students of Aligarh Muslim University (AMU) clashed with the Uttar Pradesh police as well. 
Explaining the details of the ruckus, OP Singh, the DGP of UP, has stated to the media that, after 




the Jamia incident, rumours had spread to AMU where students were gathered. He added that 
despite the police interacting with the students to remain calm and not resort to violence, some 
students started stone-pelting. 

DGP Singh had also informed that 16-17 policemen had received injuries in the violent clashes 
with students. The police had to fire tear gas shells. OP Singh stated that the police, with the 
university administration, have decided to evacuate the entire campus to avoid further instances 
of violence. He added that the university also wants the students to be evacuated from the 
campus 122 ! 

While the absolute violence continued and the police tried to get the violence under control, 
Indian media weaved a convincing narrative that it was the police that had, carrying out the 
State’s mandate, tried to crush “dissent” violently. 

This, while students were clearly seen indulging in rampant violence. The media simply glossed 
over the fact that two cops were critical and admitted in the ICU because of the rampant 
violence 1211 . While the violence was on, several journalists and social media users started to 
spread rumours which was likely to amplify the violence by mobs even further. The news of the 
death of two Muslim students started being widely circulated on social media. Some said that a 
Muslim student called Shakir had died in Jamia after police brutality, while others claimed that 
one boy and one girl student were dead. It was only on the next day, on 16 th December did the 
Vice Chancellor of Jamia Millia Islamia confirm that these were only rumours and that no 
students had lost their lives 122 ! 

Two iconic pictures emerged from the violence at Jamia as well. These photographs were widely 
touted as the face of resistance, by women against “police brutality”. These pictures were turned 
into the very images that were used the world over to show how women were standing against 
‘tyrants’, in a quest to protect their ‘right to dissent’. To top it all, the narrative that was weaved 
was not only of ‘women taking a stand against an authoritarian regime’, but that of ‘Muslim 
women standing up to the might of the Hindu Nationalist government headed by PM Modi’. 





(Image source: India TV) 


The two women who can be seen in the pictures were turned into celebrities overnight. Several 
elements in the media like veteran journalist Barkha Dutt also christened them as ‘Sheroes’. 



(Photo credit: The Free Press Journal) 





(Image source: Barkha Dutt) 


In Jamia Millia Islamia and Aligargh Muslim University several students were injured as well. 
Indian Media went to town to allege that the Modi government was afraid of students rising up 
against his tyranny. 


The truth of that narrative and the truth of the Jamia ‘sheroes’ was to emerge soon enough, busting that 
propaganda, at which point, the media went silent. In the truest sense, the saga of propaganda, lies, 

deceit and fake news started on the night on 15 th December 2019 after the police entered Jamia Millia 
Islamia and Aligarh Muslim University to flush out rioters. As the days progressed, the truth that 
emerged shattered the lies and laid bare the role of Islamists and politicians in the unrest that ensued in 

Jamia and AMU. 


If one recalls, on the 11 th of December, students of Jamia, specifically one Ladeeda Sakhaloon 
had given a call to violence Jihad against Kaffirs (non-believers). Hereon, India was thrown into 
anarchy, unrest, violence and a well-oiled campaign of propaganda to shield the real perpetrators 
of violence, however, eventually, the truth did come out as we will see further in this report. 






16 th December - Links with George Soros and Congress emerge, ‘Sheroes’ get unmasked 

On the 16 th of December, the Supreme Court was approached with a petition to order a Judicial 
inquiry into police’s actions in JMI and AMU on the preceding two days. Chief Justice of India 
(CJI) S.A. Bobde on 16 th agreed to hear the plea. However, he did so on the condition that the 
violent protests and arson ceases to occur. 

Advocate Colin Gonsalves, the founder of the Human Rights Law Network that has received 
funds from George Soros’ Open Society Institute and the European Union 1531 , appeared in the 
Court seeking a judicial intervention. 

The Chief Justice had then said, “We know how the rioting takes place...we are aware of the 
rights and we will decide on the rights but not amidst all this rioting.. .The court cannot be forced 
to decide anything only because some people decide to throw stones outside...this court cannot 
be bullied...law cannot be taken into their hands just because they are students...we will hear 
and see what can be done only when things cool down, with a calm frame of mind.. 


Justice Bobde was also of the opinion that there was little the Court could do as it is a law and order 
situation for the police to handle. He also observed that ‘‘both the sides have acted in a certain way”. As 
the George Soros funded organization approached the Supreme Court to investigate the police trying to 

stop the riots, the violence atJamia continued. On the 16 th , two journalists from news agency ANI were 

assaulted by the protesting mob. 


ANI reporter Ujjwal Roy and Cameraperson Sarabjeet Singh were injured as the mob of 
‘protestors’ outside the University Gate-1 of Jamia Millia Islamia assaulted the two scribes 
gathered there to cover the protests. They were then taken to the Holy Family hospital 1531 . 



On the 16 th , as Jamia mobs injured journalists, veteran journalist Barkha Dutt interviewed the 
two ‘Sheroes’ who were seen in the iconic pictures that emerged from the protests that had been 
included in the previous section of this report. 





The students she met were Ladeeda Farzana, Aysha Renna, and Shaheen. In a video that had 
gone viral on social media, the ‘sheroes’ could be seen ‘saving’ Shaheen from the Police. 
Ladeeda Farzana aka Ladeeda Sakhaloon became an overnight sensation. She even featured on a 
feminist website hailing her. 



Sfcsp 


LADEEDA 

SAKHALOON 

Jamia Protests 
against CM 


If one recalls, Ladeeda Sakhaloon has featured in this report in the earlier section. Ladeeda was 
the Jamia Millia Islamia student who had given a call to violent Jihad against the ‘Kaafirs’ on the 
11 th of December 2019. 


It was right after provocative messages from her and several others had the violence erupted in West 
Bengal. Now, Ladeeda was found in the midst of the Jamia violence while the media propped her up as a 

hero who fought against tyranny. In one of her postsLadeeda had hailed the Moplah riots that had 

claimed the lives of thousands of Hindus. 


The man they were ‘saving’ from police brutality was one Shaheen Abdullah. Maktoob Media is 
a Kerala-based media startup founded in March 2014. As per Facebook it states it is based in 
Kerala, but on its website, it mentions it is based in Delhi. It mentions “Shaheen Abdulla” as its 
Associate Creative Editor in its “About Us” section. Husband of Aysha Renna, one of the 
“Sheroes”, Afsal Rahman, has also worked with Maktoob Media. 

Shaheen, Ladeeda and Aysha - all three hail from Kerala where Maktoob Media is based out of. 
Ladeeda’s husband, Shiyas Perumathura, is Secretary of Students Islamic Organization (SIO), 
Kerala. Mumbai chief of SIO, Salman Ahmed, was detained by Mumbai Police for making 
provocative statements during an anti-CAA gathering in Nanded, Maharashtra. SIO has shown 
propensity towards fundamentalism and violence. This report will profile SIO separately in 
another section 1 ^ 3 . 

While all of this unfolded, with the media playing Nero’s guest, a report from Intelligence 
Agencies suggested that the protests might land at Home Minister Amit Shah’s residence. In 
view of this, the security of the minister was increased 1 ^. 


On the 16 th of December itself, an investigative report by Oplndia^ pointed to a nefarious design to the 
violence that was erupting in universities like Jamia Millia Islamia and Aligarh Muslim University. 






Oplndia attempted to investigate how these protests and the ensuing violence was so seamlessly 
coordinated and who was helping these protestors when they eventually ran into trouble with the law 

enforcement agencies. 


The investigation pointed towards the tentacles of NSUI, the student organization of Indian 
National Congress. The journalist infiltrated a group that was meant to coordinate the anti-CAA 
protests. The administrators of the WhatsApp group belonged to NSUI. Interestingly, the 
messages in the group were far more sinister than its clear association with Congress. The 
admins who belonged to NSUI asked students to “learn from the protests in Assam”. 

As explained, the protests in Assam were remarkably different and even asking people to “learn 
from it” point to sinister designs. Further, the admins associated with NSUI asked people not to 
bring out the Congress connection since the protests must “seem to be” organic and spontaneous. 
The group was coordinating mass protests to be held on the 19 th of December. They laid out an 
entire plan and posters to gather for protests were put out without divulging the Congress 
connection. 


Interestingly, one of the other associations that emerged in this investigation was Swarajya Abhiyaan, a 
party run by ex-AAP leader Yogendra Yadav. The protests were also being organized to support the 
students ofJamia Millia Islamia who indulged in violence. Some interesting names that cropped up, who 
were willing to offer help to goons screaming ‘Hinduon se azaadi’ wereAAP leader Amanatullah Khan 
(one must recall that Amanatullah Khan was seen leading a mob earlier that got violence in Delhi’s New 
Friends Colony), NDTV journalist Ravish Kumar and another The Quint journalist Manvi. 


That these journalists and the AAP leader were directly involved in aiding the Jamia rioters, makes it 
obvious that these protests might be coordinated by the Left, Islamists, Congress and with the active help 
of such elements. While it was revealed that NSUI was organizing the protests, Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, 
daughter of Sonia Gandhi and sister of Rahul Gandhi held a protest for two hours in support of the Jamia 

Millia Islamia students who went on a rampage, indulging in violence&Q1. 


Another element that came across was information that Harsh Mander, member of Sonia Gandhi’s NAC 
who had drafted the anti-Hindu communal violence bill was reaching the police station at midnight to 
ensure that the Jamia rioters were saved. Harsh Mander is someone who is deeply connected with 
Congress, George Soros, the Italian government and the Italian secret service. 


This aspect will be delved into later in this report. While the sinister plot unraveled, Prime 
Minister Modi appealed for calm and asked people to stay away from rumours. He said it was the 
time for brotherhood and harmony and assured that CAA does not affect any Indian citizen in 
any manner 1211 . 





17 th December - While violence continues, the truth begins to emerge 

An Intelligence Report that was submitted to the Ministry of Home Affairs indicated that some 
‘political parties’ and banned radical Islamist outfits like SIMI and PFI were behind the violent 
protests in several places including Jamia Millia Islamia and AMU. “Some political parties 
(names withheld considering the gravity of the case) ignited the violent acts at various places, 
letting opportunities to sleeper cells of extremist and militant Islamic fundamentalist 
organizations, Popular Front of India (PFI) and Students Islamic Movement of India (SIMI)” the 
ministry sources were quoted saying by a report. 

It also added that their aim was to disrupt law and order situation in the country. The intelligence 
report also stated that the outfits were planning to spread the violence to several states. 


The PFI has a number of student and social bodies and was reportedly trying to take advantage of the 
situation. The SIMI, which had been involved in terrorist activities, was trying to revive its sleeper cells 

in the time of crisis to provide help to some political parties 232 The intelligence report, as per media 
reports, stressed upon immediate measures to curb the spreading violence through protests. 


It stated that the organizations involved are seeking to damage the social fabric of the country by 
propagating antinationalism and secessionism. It is notable here that the MHA had on December 
16, issued an advisory to all states and UTs to take the “requisite precautionary measures to 
maintain law and order, peace and public tranquility”. The advisory also included directives to 
curb rumour-mongering and fake news on social media. 

As the intelligence report surfaced, Delhi Police arrested 1231 10 people with criminal background 
in connection with the Jamia Nagar riots that took place in the national capital. According to 
police on the 16 th of December, no student was arrested thus far and not a single bullet had been 
fired by Delhi Police 1221 during the Jamia riots. 

The police were also tracking other anti-social elements who were involved in the rioting. The 
ten arrested are reportedly ‘history sheeters’ 1221 . Two FIRs were registered for property damage 
and riots in connection with the violence that erupted during the protests in Delhi’s Jamia Nagar 
where Jamia Millia Islamia university is located. The Delhi police also said that the police were 
investigating the rampant violence, stone-pelting and arson that emerged from Jamia Millia 
Islamia University and they suspected that the violence was part of a larger conspiracy. 

Additional DCP (South East), Kumar Gyanesh asserted that by looking at the preparations made 
by the protestors, it appeared that the violent protests were not instantaneous but planned well in 
advance. He claimed that a probe has been ordered to ascertain if the violent acts of arson and 
vandalism during the protests were engineered beforehand. 

“I saw it for myself, some protestors were carrying wet blankets and putting them on tear gas 
shells to minimize their impact. It did not seem to be spontaneous but well planned. Investigation 
underway,” Gyanesh said 1221 . Delhi police said that they were attacked with stones, bottles, tube 
lights though they are there for the safety and security of the students, and appealed to students 




inside Jamia Millia Islamia campus to not throw bottles and pelt stones on the police force. 
Simultaneously, Jamia Millia Islamia University Vice-Chancellor Najma Akhtar in a statement 
claimed that university students have not been involved in these protests instead several outsiders 
who have entered the premises with fake identity cards have been perpetrating these violent 
attacks. 

She said that 750 fake ID cards were found on the university’s campus. According to the Zee 
News report, since August, 750 fake ID cards have been confiscated by guards on campus after 
‘outsiders’ attempted to enter the University Campus. It is being alleged that ‘outsiders’, since 
the last three months have been planning to create unrest, and build a political space within the 
campus. Apparently, the fake ID in Jamia is a ‘routine’ thing and the university regularly keeps a 
check on fake IDs. She also slammed the Delhi police for arresting students 1211 . 

While the drama unfolded and the Delhi police came under attack from all quarters that had a 
vested interest in shielding the rioters and blaming the Delhi police, journalist with the Times of 
India, Raj Shekhar Jha released videos where the police could clearly be seen coming under 
severe attack by the mob. 

Times of India journalist Raj Shekhar Jha released a video clip of Delhi Police’s Joint 
Commissioner Devesh Shrivastav appealing to students inside Jamia Millia Islamia campus to 
not throw bottles and pelt stones on the police force. In the video one can hear him refer to the 
students inside Jamia as ‘beta’ and ‘bachcho’ (Hindi for children). He informs them he is outside 
gate no. 7 and requested the ‘bachcho’ to not pelt stones and throw bottles at the police force. He 
then said how it is not right to throw stones at them like this. He appealed to the students to stay 
inside the campus and not come out. In another clip he could be heard saying that the police 
force is being continuously attacked by stones, bottles, tube lights but they are there for the 
safety and security of the students. The video clips as released by the journalist can be watched 
in the referenced article 1221 . 

While these videos surfaced, showing the extent of violence by mob at JMI and the Delhi police 
pleading with them to stop pelting stones and bottles, a video emerged where an unidentified 
man was seen inciting Muslims to come to the streets and do ‘Chakka Jam’ (bringing a city to 
halt) in Delhi. The man is saying that they (Muslims) need to do Chakka Jam in Delhi and 
wherever they have sufficient numbers. 

He says that right now, Muslims can bring several Indian cities to a halt. “There are over 30% 
urban Muslims in Uttar Pradesh. Do you have no shame at all? Why can't you do Chakka Jam in 
UP? The area in Bihar where I am from, the rural Muslim population is 6% while the urban 
Muslim population is 24%. Indian Muslims mostly live in cities. So it is upon you. You can 
bring your cities to a halt. If anyone asks you not to, disown them”, the man was heard saying 1221 . 


It was only later, on 31 st December that an investigation by Oplndia revealed that the man in inciting 
mobs in the video was one Sharjeel Imam. Sharjeel Imam was a columnist with the Left leaning portal 
The Wire and was a Jawaharlal Nehru University ‘student’. He was also revealed to be the mastermind 

of Shaheen Bagh protests. 



Further in this report, the details of Sharjeel Imam and his role in the violence will be dealt with 
in detail. 

While surface-level facts of the Jamia violence were just about emerging, violence erupted in 
several other parts of Delhi. In Delhi’s Seelampur area, violent protestors set a school bus on 
fire. In the videos of the violence that emerged, the rioters could also be seen beating up police 
personnel. The police then had to resort to tear gas after violent protestors’ pelted stones at them, 
injuring police officials including Additional DCP RP Meena. 

A Police post was also set on fire by the mob along with police and private motorcycles. It was 
then reported that drone cameras were brought in to assess the rioters. Reportedly, the mob 
taunted the policemen to run after them following which they pelted stones at them. The 
harrowing videos of the riot can be viewed in the referenced article™. 

By 17 th , the entire country had erupted in protests mainly spearheaded by Left organizations and 
Islamic organizations. One of those protests that broke out was at Madras University which was 
headed by the Students’ Federation of India (SFI). The SFI is affiliated to the Communist Party 
of India. 


In an investigative report, it was revealed that the student wing of Congress, NSUI, was hands in gloves 
with the SFI and the plan was to keep women as the frontline of protests so the police cannot take action. 
What was also clear was that there was clear coordination between the protestors and the media since 
the protestors also told each other to ensure that videos are taken immediately and relayed to friendly 

media houses^. 


While the country burnt, politicians indulged in blatant incitement to violence. Former Karnataka 
minister and senior Karnataka Congress leader UT Khader warned that the state will be blown up 
into cinders if the BJP government tries to implement the Citizenship Amendment Act in the 
state. He threatened to indulge in violent protests if the BJP government in Karnataka tried to 
implement CAA in Karnataka. “Country is in flames but Karnataka is an island of peace. I read 
on social media that they have given instructions to implement this law in Karnataka. I am 
warning the CM that if you implement it (CAA) here then I swear Karnataka will be blown up 
into cinders,” said UT Khader. He further added, “If anyone needs to prove that they are Indians 
and true patriots it is Narendra Modi and Amit Shah. Because after Modi came to power, he is 
implementing laws similar to those during the British rule”™. 

In Kerala Varma College, Thrissur, two ABVP (students organization connected to the RSS) 
organized a seminar to dispel the myths surrounding the CAA. In an incident that showed the 
true nature of the protests, the seminar was attacked by SFI goons (Student organization of the 
Communists) and two ABVP activists were injured brutally. 

Videos of the attack that emerged show how students belonging to SFI were blowing punches, 
kicks and brutally thrashing an ABVP activist, who unavailingly tried to protect himself from the 





enraged group of assaulters 1 ^ 1 . Simultaneously, in West Bengal, a senior police officer was 
seriously injured 1 ^ as a violent mob hurled a bomb towards the team of personnel, he was 
leading to arrest those involved in vandalizing the railway station at Sankrail Manickpur area in 
Howrah city. Howrah City Police Deputy Commissioner of Police (Headquarters) Ajeet Singh 
Yadav was injured in both his legs after a bomb was hurled at his team by the violent rioters in 
the area. The police team was reportedly 1 ^ 1 beaten up. Yadav has also reportedly suffered 
injuries on his head after which he was rushed to a private hospital. 


18 th December - Truth of Seelampur riot. Congress, Left, Islamist links to Jamia riots 

The violent Seelampur riots by mobs rampaging against CAA and consisting of Muslims were 
mostly presented as victims by the predominantly Left media and politicians at large. However, 
by 18 th December, the truth of the riots started to emerge, gradually. 

The First Information Report filed by the Delhi Police in connection with violent protests by 
Jamia Millia Islamia incident states that 7 to 8 ‘students’ along with miscreants pelted stones 
from inside the university gates on Sunday. Reportedly, the Delhi Police in its FIR stated that a 
total of 75 tear gas shells were used by police to disperse the mob which went on a rampage on 
Sunday at the university during their protests against Citizenship Amendment Act. Incidentally, 
the FIR at this stage expelled the Vice Chancellors assertion that it was only outsiders who had 
indulged in rioting in Jamia 123 . 


In the FIR, six people including four local politicians and the former Congress MLA were named as 
suspects in relation to Jamia violence. The Delhi Police named former Congress MLA Asif Khan as one 
of the accused in its FIR. The other six accused persons have been identified as local politicians Ashu 
Khan, Mustafa and Haider, Kasim Usmani - a member of the CYSS, the student wing of Delhi’s ruling 
Aam Aadmi Party, AISA member Chandan Kumar, SIO member Asif Tanha, a member of the Students 

Islamic Organization of India@Z1. An FIR was also filed against controversial doctor Kafeel Khan who 
was suspended in 2017 from an Uttar Pradesh Hospital. An FIR was filed against him for provoking 
violence by alleging that Muslims were reduced to second class citizens by the passage of CAA. This 

speech of his was delivered in AMU where violence had erupted earlier 33 


Just as the FIR was filed in the Jamia case, the truth of Seelampur slowly began to emerge. 
According to a media report, a man who had participated in the Anti-CAA riots revealed that the 
mosque in the locality had made announcements on loudspeaker asking Muslims to gather to 
protest against the Citizenship Act. 

“Announcements were made in the locality for two-three days asking us to mobilize people to 
protest against the NRC. We were asked to gather on Tuesday,” said a protestor speaking to 
India Today. As the reporter asked who gave the call to the mass mobilization of Muslims, the 
protestor revealed that they had received instructions from the local mosque 123 . It was also 
revealed that the Seelampur riots had simply halted after the 5:30 Islamic call to prayer. After the 
mosques gave a call for the Namaaz, the rioting mob simply halted and dispersed 123 

Amidst the anti-CAA riots in various parts of the country, the Peoples Forum, a consortium of 
Left-wing and Muslim organizations, called for a Bandh 1221 in Kalaburagi, Karnataka on 
December 19 in protest against the Citizenship Amendment Act and the alleged police attack on 
students at Jamia Millia Islamia and Aligarh Muslim University. However, later in the day the 
Kalaburagi Police Commissioner M N Nagaraj held that permission for a bandh will not be 
granted in Kalaburagi due to the recruitment exams of different departments and to maintain law 
and order in the city. 

As a precautionary measure, the Karnataka police arrested nearly 20 ‘activists’ who had called 
for the bandh in Gulbarga today. Following the announcement by the Peoples Forum, Bengaluru 




Police Commissioner Bhaskar Rao also imposed Section 144 throughout Bengaluru including 
Rural district for the next 3 days 2 ^. 

The violent protests were not just taking place on the streets of parts of India mostly by Islamists 
and Leftists, colleges too were overtaken with protests as reports had predicted a few days ago. 
From premier institutes like the IIMs to the Delhi University, anti-CAA protests with slogans 
and banners dominated the news cycle. However, while predominantly Left students protested 
against the CAA, several students also put up a brave fight opposing the protests and supporting 
CAA. 

The Universities of India were thus mostly split in the middle. A part of the students protested 
against the CAA while several, majority of them by our estimate either silently supported the 
CAA or rallied overtly in its support including students from IIM-A 1221 and DU 12 ^. 

Home Minister Amit Shah said 1221 that he has instructed the police to ensure law and order is 
maintained and asserted that CAA had nothing to do with Indian Muslims. Home Minister Amit 
Shah on his part appealed for calm and clarified yet again that the CAA had nothing to do with 
Indian Muslims or any citizen of India. He also said that he had instructed the police to ensure 
law and order. 


19 th December - The Country Burns 

On the 19 th of December, as Muslim groups and Left groups planned to protest yet again against 
CAA even as violence had broken out in several parts of the country, the police in several areas 
proceeded to impose section 144, that disallows public gatherings. After Karnataka imposed 
section 144 in various parts of the state including Bengaluru, the Uttar Pradesh Police issued a 
strong warning in the wake of Section 144 across the entire state. 

The police reiterated that there is no permission for any gathering across the state on December 
19. The police on 19 th also informed that 62 people had been arrested on 18 th , including 3 people 
who were distributing provocative pamphlets in Meerut. Meanwhile, the Delhi police refused to 
grant permission for the march to be held under the banner of ‘Hum Bharat Ke Log’ against 
Citizenship Amendment Act from Lai Quila to Shaheed Bhagat Singh Park (ITO). Similarly, 
permission was not granted for the protest march to be held by the left-wing forces including the 
Communist party from Mandi House to Jantar Mantar. Section 144 was further imposed in 
Delhi’s Red Fort area too. 

After the rampant violence in Delhi, 14 Delhi Metro stations were closed. These stations were 
Jamia Millia Islamia, Jasola Vihar, Shaheen Bagh, Munirka, Lai Quila, Jama Masjid, Chandni 
Chowk and Vishwavidyalaya. Hyderabad and Chennai police imposed Section 144 as well 123 . 
On 19 th , while Section 144 was imposed in Bengaluru, historian Ramchandra Guha who has been 
traditionally close to the Congress party and Yogendra Yadav, the chief of Swarajya Abhiyan 123 , 
a name that has cropped up earlier in this report in connection with fomenting trouble, were 
detained for protesting in the city 123 . 

As the day progressed, several protestors were detained from various parts of Delhi and other 
parts of the country who were out on the streets despite Section 144 being imposed 123 . Another 
news that came to the fore was that the Delhi police claimed that the protestors in Delhi may 
have been mobilized from other states through WhatsApp. 

One has to recall that earlier in this report, an investigative report by Oplndia was spoken of at 
length where WhatsApp was being used by Yogendra Yadav’s Swaraj ya Abhiyaan and the NSUI 
(Student wing of Indian National Congress) to coordinate protests across the country. 


The imposition of Section 144 was criticized heavily by journalists and left-leaning ideologues. It was 
postulated that the government was trying to crack down on free-speech and the right to dissent. 
However, the need for the imposition of Section 144 soon became apparent when reports of violence from 
different parts of the country started to trickle in. 


The visuals that began to be reported later in the day proved how the fears of violence escalating 
were not unfounded. In Gujarat’s Palanpur, a Muslim mob attacked a police van. These protests 
were led by Gujarat’s Vadgam MLA Jignesh Mevani 323 . While he is an independent candidate, 
his proximity to Congress and elements like Hardik Patel (Congress leader who has been 
convicted of inciting riots) and Umar Khalid (who has been charged with sedition) are well 
known. 





In Uttar Pradesh’s Sambhal district, the violence escalated as well despite the imposition of 
Section 144. As angry protestors rampaged, they also set a state bus on fire. 






A police chowki was set on fire by violent mobs in Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh too. 






Here are some other visuals from Uttar Pradesh where mobs went on a rampage after Muslim 
organizations and Left organizations had called for a nationwide protest. 
















A media van was also set ablaze during the violence. All the visuals that have been added are 
reported in the article referenced herein 11211 . In Gujarat’s Ahmedabad, Muslim mobs went on a 
rampage and indulged in violence, arson and unbridled stone pelting during one such protest. 

One police officer during the violence in Ahmedabad who was running during the stone-pelting 
stumbled and fell to the ground. As soon as he fell to the ground, a Muslim mob gathered around 
him and started almost lynching him. From the video of the anti-CAA riots in Ahmedabad, it can 
be seen that a large mob consisting of Muslims started beating the police officer up. Towards the 
end of the video, it can be seen that then, the Muslim mob started chasing the police officials 
away while pelting stones at them mercilessly. The video can be seen in the article referenced 
herein^. 


















In Mangalore, protestors gathered despite the Section 44 that was in place. Two protestors died 
after police started taking action against the mob that was going on a rampage and setting cars an 
property on fire. According to reports, there was severe stone pelting as well. 

A TheNewsMinute report 2221 quoted Police Commissioner PS Harsha said, “Other than the two 
who died, a KRSP constable suffered serious injury. DCP law and order Laxmi Ganesh also 
suffered serious injuries to his hand. DCP crime traffic Arunagshu also suffered injuries”. 

"Despite their own community leaders requesting them to stop, without any care for public order, 
they (protesters) began burning things and attacking police. When things got out of control, two 
shots were fired in the air. Around 8 to 10 people attacked the police then and beat them up with 
stones," Harsha added. 

While the country burnt, hateful speeches started flooding the Internet. An Islamist YouTube 
channel named MK Islamic channel uploaded a repugnant speech by one Maulana Jarjis Ansari 
Hafizullah who during the entire course of his speech is heard on several occasions passing 
derogatory remarks against India’s PM Narendra Modi and HM Amit Shah, threatening to wage 
‘jihad’ in India as he rejects to accept the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) and National 
Register of Citizens (NRC) bill by falsely claiming that they are anti-Muslim. The video was 
uploaded on December 18. It already had over 4 lac views by 19 th . The MK Islamic YouTube 
channel shows it was created in October this year. Its videos, many featuring the same Maulana, 
have registered over 27 lakh views on the 13 videos shared till 19 th . 

The Maulana in his hate speech audaciously said that if Modi or Shah try to throw them 
(referring to the Muslim community) out of the country he would take ‘jihad’ to the last corner 
of India. He is heard saying “inke baap ke baap ke baap ki bhi taqat nahi hain ki humme bahar 
nikaal de (their forefathers also do not have the gall to throw us out of the nation), humme nikaal 
ke toh dikha Modi, hum bhi jihad karne se peeche nahi hatengein (try throwing us out Modi, we 












will also not hesitate in waging jihad)”. 

In the video, he threatened the Home Minister by saying “turn aag se khel rahe ho (you are 
playing with fire), do not under-estimate us”. He also praised Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal, saying 
it was Kejriwal who had shown him PM Modi’s educational qualifications. 

In the middle of his hate speech, the Maulana is heard claiming that the rioters who had burnt 
down the deputy CM’s headquarters in Assam and gheraoed the chief minister’s residence were 
people of his community. He says: The entire panic created in Assam by the Muslims was just a 
teaser, do not compel us to create a similar situation in the entire country. 

Moreover, at around 3 minutes 30 seconds into his hate speech, the Maulana unblushingly 
threatens the government to either withdraw CAA and NRC or be prepared for ‘jihad’. He is 
heard saying: “Agar yeh kanoon par turn atal rahe to itna yaad rakhna ki maarne aur marne se koi 
nahi chuke ga (if you are hellbent on implementing these laws in India then remember we will 
also not refrain from killing others or giving our lives)”, said the Maulana 11241 . 

While violence seemed to have gripped the country on 19 th , a silver lining emerged too. Students 
from various colleges started pushing back against Left students who were trying to project that 
the colleges and universities were against the implementation of CAA and NRC. Several student 
bodies from various colleges issued unequivocal statements supporting not only the CAA but 
also the NRC 11211 . 


Arrests that connect the violence to political parties 

For the next couple of days, several arrests were made in cases related to the violence in Delhi’s 
Seelampur, Ahmedabad, Uttar Pradesh etc. These arrests distinctly revealed the forces that were 
behind the unabated violence. However, as these links emerged, the violence continued to burn 
the nation. After vicious violence was unleashed by a Muslim mob in the Shah-e-Alam area of 
Ahmedabad, several people were detained by the Ahmedabad police including Congress 
Corporator Shehzad Khan Pathan. If one recalls, it was is in this area that the Muslim mob 
almost lynched a policeman to death after unabated stone pelting and violence. In Gujarat, the 
police said over 213 were detained for the violence that erupted in several areas including ML A 
Jignesh Mevani who had led a Muslim mob that attacked a police van 222 . 

In connection with the mob violence in Ahmedabad, a Maninagar Police Station staffer said that 
the mob had gathered at a Dargah before coming out with heavy stone-pelting against the police 
force deployed in the area in the face of the anti-CAA riots. Another cop, JM Solanki, the 
Inspector of Isanpur Police station has said that a strong mob of 2,000 to 3,000 rioters went on a 
rampage after Namaaz was read. It was then reported by the media that the riots broke out in the 
area after Muslims were adamant about holding protests even though the permission for the rally 
had been denied. Over 17 police personnel were injured in the indiscriminate stone-pelting by 
the Muslim mob. The personnel injured included one ACP and one PI rank. 2 women were also 
injured in the mob violence 1123 . Solanki, who had suffered head injuries in the brawl said that 
the Congress corporator had provoked the mob to attack the police. According to a report by 
Times Now, Solanki alleged that when the cops were taking the Congress MLA Shehzad Khan 
Pathan away, he asked the locals to take revenge and not spare any policeman. The cop believes 
that this provocation led to the attack on the personnel 11211 . 

While the Congress MLA was arrested for the violence in Ahmedabad, the Uttar Pradesh police 
registered a case against several accused persons including Samajwadi Party (SP) leaders 
Shafiqur Rahman Barq and Feroz Khan for indulging in violent protests in Sambhal district of 
Uttar Pradesh. Over 250 unnamed persons were booked for violent protests in Sambhal district. 
At least 30 people were arrested and as per media reports, over 3000 people were named in FIRs 
by UP Police for violence and riots. Sambhal SP Yamuna Prasad had said that the protest was 
called by Samajwadi and most of the rioters were SP workers 11211 . 

In an incident of what can only be called poetic justice, a bomber named Raees was also arrested 
from Delhi. During the Jamia violence by Muslim mobs, a video had gone viral where one could 
see an explosion. It turned out, that Raees was trying to hurl the bomb at the police, but the bomb 
exploded in his hand instead 11121 . 

While Congress and SP leaders were booked, violence continued unabated by Muslim mobs in 
Uttar Pradesh. A chronicle of 9 visuals of rampant violence and stone pelting also told a 
harrowing tale of the country burning over an issue that did not even concern Indian Muslims in 
the first place 2111 . In Uttar Pradesh’s Kanpur, there were Muslim kids as young as 10 years old 
who were seen pelting stones and indulging in rampant violence along with a mob. However, in 
a dishonest attempt to shield that truth from emerging, the media started deleting the videos 


where kids were seen indulging in violence. The video was deleted, we theorize, because the Left 
media, in order to shield the rioters had started furthering a trope that the police were indulging 
in indiscriminate detentions including that of young children. It stands to reason that if children 
were part of the mob, the police will detain them while trying to control the violence. However, 
to paint this as a one-sided picture where only the Delhi police was to be blamed, the video of the 
said violence was deleted 11121 . 

A shocking incident emerged from Uttar Pradesh which truly revealed the nature of these riots. 
In Meerut, the police had received a tip-off that things could turn ugly on 20 th December. Soon 
after the Friday prayers, a crowd of people wearing black bands came out from the Jama Masjid 
at around 2 pm to protest against the enactment of the Citizenship Amendment Bill. When police 
tried to stop them, they started chanting slogans against the police after which the police lathi- 
charged them. After that, 15-20 miscreants reached the Lisadi gate intersection and started 
creating ruckus there. As the crowd kept swelling, the protestors started throwing stones at the 
police forces. 

DM and SSP reached the spot as bullets started flying from both sides. On Hapur road, where 
around 25-30 RAF police trainees were deployed, realizing that the police deployment is less, the 
agitating crowd shifted there, vandalizing scores of vehicles and pelting stones against the law 
enforcement personnel. To protect themselves from the stone pelting, the trainee policeman took 
shelter inside a shop, but they were taken hostage by the violent protestors inside the shop by 
shutting down the shutters. The mob also tried to torch the shop 0121 . 

On the same day, Congress’ Kerala Students Union (KSU) members in Peroorkada junction of 
Kerala blocked the bus belonging to the country’s proudest organization - ISRO. It is worthy to 
note that Kerala Students Union (KSU) is the Kerala branch of the National Students Union of 
India (NSUI), the student wing of the Indian National Congress 2211 . 

A complaint was also raised 2221 by a faculty member of the premier institute IIT Kanpur where 
lines from the Faiz Ahmed Faiz poem ‘Hum Dekhenge’ were raised. The poem reads, “Lazim 
hai ke hum bhi dekhenge. Jab arz-e-Khuda ke kaabe se. Sab but uthwae jaenge. Hum ahl-e-safa 
mardood-e-harm. Masnad pe bethae jaenge. Sab taaj uchale jaenge. Sab takht girae jaenge. Bas 
naam rahega Allah ka. Hum dekhenge.” The lines used from the poem appear deeply communal 
in isolation and are often used by Pakistani-sponsored terrorists and separatists in Kashmir to 
express their anti-Hindu and anti-India hatred. The ones raising these slogans essentially wanted 
that all the idols, crowns will be vanished to keep Allah’s name alive. The English translation for 
the same is, “We will witness. It is definite that we too will witness. When from Allah’s place, 
when all idols will be removed. When crowns will be tossed. When thrones will vanish. Only 
Allah’s name will remain...” The incident also led to a massive debate about whether the Faiz 
poem is actually communal or not, with sections saying that in isolation, these lines are used by 
Islamists to challenge ‘Kaffirs’, while others maintaining that the poem is merely a way to 
challenge an autocratic regime 2221 . 

While violence erupted in Uttar Pradesh all over again and the police detained thousands and 
extended imposition of Section 144 2221 , in Maharashtra too, violence erupted in certain remote 


parts of the state. Nashik and Beed districts in Maharashtra saw vandals hurling stones at the 
state government buses and causing damage to public property. As protests against the 
Citizenship Amendment Act were carried out in the remote town of Beed, about 380 KMs from 
Mumbai, demonstrators flung stones at State Transport buses at the Yashwantrao Chavan 
Chowk, leaving the window panes of the buses shattered. The police deployed at the spot, in 
order to avoid any untoward incident, managed to limit the damage by dispersing the stone- 
pelters. In another Maharashtrian town of Nanded, about 570 KMs from the capital Mumbai, 
miscreants caused grave damages to a bus standing outside the Nanded railway station. After the 
incident, the bus service in the area was suspended for some time, an official had said 11121 . 


Irresponsibly, politicians were found fanning trouble further. Congress leaders were detainedtrying 
to protest while Section 144 was in force and Bhim Army Chief was detained after he took out a protest 

from Jama Masjid'[1231, While the misinformation was being spread by politicians, students from various 
universitiesissued statements ^ 23 supporting CAA, thousands of people marched in Delhi to show 
supportH^l and 1100 academicians and intellectuals released a statement supporting CAA^^L. 

Simultaneously, videos emerged where Muslims had no idea why they were protesting 323 which only 
proved that the protests were politically motivated and thousands of Muslims were being misled by the 
political stunts of politicians into bringing the entire country to a grinding halt. 


Radical Islamists against Hindus 

The crime branch of Ahmedabad police on the 22 nd of December nabbed a Congress leader Umar 
Khan Pathan for posting a fake and misleading video on social media which incited a Muslim 
mob during a protest march at Shah-e-Alam, Gujarat, where several police officials were brutally 
attacked by Muslim mobs. Just a day before, another Muslim Congress leader was booked for 
inciting the mob in the same area 223 . 

While in Ahmedabad, another Congress leader was arrested, TMC leader and a minister in 
Mamata Banerjee led West Bengal government Siddiqullah Chowdhury threatened that union 
home minister Amit Shah will not be allowed to step out of the airport whenever he visits 
Kolkata, if the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) is not withdrawn immediately. Chowdhury is 
also the state president of Jamiat-Ulema-e-Hind, and the minister of Mass Education, Library 
Services and Parliamentary Affairs. The TMC leader said that the law is against humanity and 
the citizens of the country who are living here for ages. “We may not allow him (Shah) to step 
out of the city airport if necessary. We may gather one lakh people there to stop him,” he said 
during a protest organized by Jamiat-Ulema-e-Hind against the CAA 1123 . The TMC leader was, 
of course, simply stirring up emotions of the Muslims since as it was repeatedly asserted by the 
Home Minister, Prime Minister and several neutral analysts, CAA had nothing to do with Indian 
Muslims. 


Muslim leaders were blatantly fear-mongering against the Citizenship Amendment Act and slowly, the 
protests and the violence was clearly becoming less about the Citizenship Amendment Act and more 
about the Islamist rage against Hindus. As a consequence, A Muslim mob attacked and desecrated a 





Hindu temple in Bihar’s Patna on December 21, 2019. The news only emerged a day or two later, since 
the mainstream media was far more interested in driving the narrative against CAA than showing the 
reality of the unbridled violence on the streets of India by Islamists and the Left including their 

ideologues. 


The RJD had called for a Bandh in Bihar on Saturday when the violence took place. 


During the bandh, the rioters destroyed a Hanuman temple in Patna’s Phulwari. The anti-CAA rally was 
passing through the Tamtam Padao in Phulwari Sharif area and was on its way to Sangatpar. However, 
Sangatpar residents were not permitted to enter. Police had also not given them permission to move 
ahead. The matter escalated and they resorted to violence. In the clashes, the Muslim mob entered a 
temple and vandalized even the Hindu deity’s idol. The violence led to 25 people being injured of which 

at least 11 people, including 2 policemen were admitted to MIMS, of which six had bullet injuriesU221. 


While the news of a temple being desecrated emerged from Bihar, it was discovered that on 20 th 
December itself, in an anti-CAA protest rally that took place in Odisha’s Bhubaneswar, 
‘Kaafiron se azadi slogans’ were chanted by the mob. The video was shared on 20th December, 
2019 on Odisha Post’s YouTube channel. At around 1 minute 15 seconds into the video, one 
visibly agitated man in a grey jacket could be heard shouting, “Hum leke rahenge, azadi, in 
Kaafiron se, azadi, (we will take freedom, from these Kaafirs).” As he chanted these slogans, no 
one came forward to stop him. Kaafir is a pejorative reference to non-Muslims 11221 . The “sheroes” 
of Jamia hailed by controversial journalist Barkha Dutt as well as Congress who have now used 
their example to urge people to ‘protest like a girl’, had glorified the battles of Badr, Uhd and 
Karbala is significant as these are battles where the early Muslims had scored decisive victories 
against the ‘Kaafirs’ in their now deleted Facebook pages. 

As per the holy book of Islam, Quran, Kaafirs 11211 , the ones who dispute the signs of Allah, are 
hated by Allah and they should be mocked at. Kaafirs should also be ‘punished’ for having 
rejected the truth of Allah. Quran says when the believers come across Kaafirs on the battlefield, 
they should be beheaded. Believers should also not befriend ‘Kaafirs’ and those who do make 
friends with ‘Kaafirs’ will not have protection of Allah. 

The radicalization that led to Muslim mobs indulging in indiscriminate violence was such, that In 
Madhya Pradesh’s Jabalpur, Superintendent of Police, Amit Singh made a shocking revelation 
that kids as young as seven years old were part of the mob which pelted stones at the police 
during the anti-CAA riots. He said that kids and teenagers between the age of 7 to 15 years who 
had no idea regarding CAA or NRC pelted stones at policemen and damaged police vehicles 11211 . 

The radical Islamist roots of the violence became even more apparent when on the 23 rd of 
December, the Uttar Pradesh police arrested the state head of the radical Islamic outfit Popular 
Front of India (PFI), Waseem and his two aides for masterminding the violence during the anti- 
CAA protests held in Lucknow during the previous week. According to the police, the PFI 
played an instrumental role in inciting violence in several parts of Uttar Pradesh, especially its 
capital, Lucknow. Waseem’s key aides, Nadeem and Ashfaq were also arrested for engineering 
violence during the anti-CAA and anti-NRC protests in Lucknow. Maulana Shadab and 11 





members of the PFI were earlier arrested in Shamli in similar cases. 

Talking to the media, SSP Lucknow, Kalanidhi Naithani said, “We have been successful in 
nabbing masterminds of Lucknow violence. Waseem, Nadeem and Ashfaq of PFI have been 
arrested by the police. While Wasim is state head, Ashfaq is treasurer and Nadeem is a member 
of PFI.” Interestingly, UP Deputy Chief Minister Dinesh Sharma had alleged possible role of PFI 
and Students Islamic Movement of India (SIMI) in stoking violence during the anti-CAA 
protests in the state which has claimed 18 lives so far and left scores of people, including many 
policemen, injured. 

SSP further added that the police have retrieved placards, flags, pamphlets and papers, literature, 
newspaper cuttings, banners and posters of NRC/CAA protest from the accused. Furthermore, 
the SSP added that Nadeem and Ashfaq had confessed to the police of building a strategy for the 
December 19 protests and publicizing it on social media. In addition to Waseem, Nadeem and 
Ashfaq, the police have also arrested Robin Verma and Mohammad Shoaib of the Rihai Manch 
for their role in instigating the mob. Nadeem and Ashfaq were accused of inciting people for the 
protest through WhatsApp and other social media platforms by sharing literature and video, SSP 
had said 033 ! 

By the 22 nd of December, according to an India Today report, 18 anti-CAA protestors who 
formed a part of the mob had died in police action. 705 people were arrested and over 5,000 
people were in custody 1132 ! 


Police vindicated but propagandists refuse to give up 

While Uttar Pradesh burnt, Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath proceeded to act tough with the 
rioters. Two days after he had warned the anti-CAA rioters that their assets would be seized if 
they indulged in violence, the UP administration started proceedings to identify and seal 
properties of the several violent protestors in the state on the 23 rd of December. 

According to the Times of India report 11341 , backed by a Supreme Court order of 2018, the Uttar 
Pradesh administration has sealed 50 shops belonging to rioters in Muzaffarnagar who caused 
damage to public property. The sealed shops are all in the trouble-hit Minakshi Chowk and 
Kachchi Sadak areas of the town. SSP Abhishek Yadav speaking to the media said, “We have to 
confirm why these shops were kept closed and mobs had also gathered around the shops. An 
investigation is on into the matter.” 


The Uttar Pradesh police on the same day also filed an FIR against AAP MLA Amanatullah Khan for 
inciting violence. If one recalls, he was the same person leading a mob that turned violent in Delhi on the 

15 th of December^^. While several vested interests had criticized the Delhi police for taking strict 
action during the Jamia riots by Islamist mobs, videos that emerged on 22 nd clearly showed the radical 
mob burning two-wheelers, stealing petrol from cars for their violence, torching buses and mor e^ 136 \ 


While the propaganda blaming the Delhi police for acting tough against the protestors started to 
crumble, the trope was torn apart further when a Delhi court dismissed the bail plea of 15 
persons accused in the Daryaganj violence case during anti-CAA protests. The accused were 
arrested on Saturday after large-scale arson and rioting took place during the protests at 
Daryaganj in Old Delhi on Friday. 

Dismissing the bail pleas filed by the accused persons, the court said that there are substantial 
grounds for keeping them in judicial custody for the time being. Citing the reason for their 
detention, the court noted that the rioters had assaulted Delhi police officials, pelted stones, and 
obstructed police in doing their duties. 

The court also said that all 15 persons were arrested from the spot during the act of violence, and 
violence for any reason can’t be justified. As the further probe is underway, the accused needed 
to be kept in judicial custody, the court said. The court sent them to 14 days of judicial 
custody 11331 . 




December last week - Investigation of December riots 

The month of December saw massive violence throughout the country and also several protests 
that had erupted in the country against the Citizenship Amendment Act. Throughout the riots and 
the protests, the political links to the protests kept emerging even in the form of arrests made by 
the police in various places. So far, functionaries of Congress, Samajwadi Party and Islamist 
outfits like PFI had been arrested. Among those booked were Aam Aadmi Party leaders. 

Hundreds of rioters were arrested, thousands detained and several protestors, that had the 
potential to turn violence, were thwarted. The investigation gathered momentum from the last 
week of December where the investigation pointed towards far more solid links that would help 
understand the rampant violence. While the investigation of the riots proceeded further, the 
protests against Citizenship Amendment Act continued unabated with sporadic incidents of 
violence. While the rest of the country was thrown into chaos, Assam was returning to some 
form of normalcy as schools is about 12 districts were re-opened after 12 days of shutdown. 

Assam minister Himanta Biswa Sarma had stated that out of 206 social media posts that were 
identified for inciting violence in the state, 3 had originated in the UAE. He also stated that the 
police had registered 28 cases for provocative and offensive social media posts and 10 people 
had been arrested. A total of 393 persons had been arrested by this time in 244 cases registered 
over their involvement in violence and arson. Assam CM Sonowal had said that the state 
government will resolve all issues by peaceful dialogues with leaders of all groups involved 1132 ! 


AMU 

The violence and Aligargh Muslim University and Jamia Millia Islamia became a rallying point 
for those who were using these riots to meet their political ends. Rumours and lies flew fast and 
loose with the specific aim to shield rioters and paint the Delhi police (JMI) and the Uttar 
Pradesh police (AMU) as the perpetrator of violence and not the ones who were actually 
controlling the rioters. One claim that was repeatedly parroted was that the UP police had used 
stun guns against the students of AMU. This allegation was made by Ultra-Leftist DU professor 
Nalini Sundar, media houses like The Telegraph and Soros funded elements like Harsh Mander. 

Aligarh SSP Akash Kulhari clarified that no lethal arms were used to control the mob violence 
that broke out at AMU during the anti-C AA protests. He stated that he is ready to face an inquiry 
over social media allegations that stun grenades were used by police during the protests 033 ! The 
police also clarified that they did not enter the hostels by force and beat up the students as was 
being alleged. The students of AMU were aggressive and were deliberately creating violence. 
Aligarh Senior Superintendent of Police Akash Kulhari said that the anti-CAA students in 
Aligarh Muslim University were aggressive and had deliberately created disturbances on the 
night of 15 December forcing the police officials to use non-lethal weapons for self-defense. He 
said that similar submissions were also made to the Supreme Court and the High Court. 

DGP Singh had informed that 16-17 policemen had received injuries in the violent clashes with 
students. The police had to fire tear gas shells. The UP Police had also shared images where they 


APPEAL TO THE READER 


Dear Reader 

I hope you and your loved ones are doing well. Recent years have brought to fore the 
nefarious intents of certain sections of the society, whom we shall refer to as 
‘peacefuls’. In the name of spreading ‘peace’ and ‘harmony’, they undertake some of 
the most evil acts, the most recent (at the time of writing this appeal) of which were the 
Delhi riots of 2020. This report provides a comprehensive account of the events that 
lead to the riots. Details regarding the extent of planning can shock even the most steel 
hearted. 

This report is the result of some painstaking journalism and evidence gathering by 
Nupur Sharma (and others) of Oplndia. One could have purchased a copy of the report 
from Amazon at a nominal cost of INR 101. A portion of the proceeds from the sale 
would be donated to those Hindus who were affected by the ‘peaceful’ nature of the 
riots. 

We upload this report to the Library Genesis servers for multiple reasons, the primary 
one being, making the contents of this report accessible to anyone who does not want 
to download the useless Kindle app and submit to the overlords at Amazon (Bezos is 
already rich af. Money is well spent elsewhere). 

We recognize the fact that uploading this report would result in a monetary loss to 
Oplndia (and those affected by the riots). We therefore request the readers to donate 
whatever amount they can to Oplndia ( link) (UPI ID: opindia@kotak) . In case you 
can't, you can help the cause by sending your friends and acquaintances a copy 
of this report and request them to donate whatever they can to either Oplndia or 
to the local VHP/RSS units. 


Regards 




said the AMU Proctorial team was trying to block the gates and prevent AMU students from 
going out. The police team, they said, was at AMU circle at that time. The police stated that 
despite the proctorial team’s attempts, many students had scaled the gates, and had come outside 
to clash with the police at AMU circle. Another video showed the police warning the students 
not to resort to violence and breach orders of unlawful assembly. When the rioters continued to 
pelt stones, the police had to fire tear gas shells to disperse the crowd 1 ^. 

Further, it was also alleged by several Left leaning elements in the media that the UP police had 
broken down the gates and barraged into the university. The UP Police then released a video that 
vindicated their stance. In the video, it could be seen that the gate of Aligarh University was 
broken down by the agitating students from the inside. Students by thousands rhythmically 
pushed at the gate of the University in an attempt to break loose the gate while the police 
officials outside the University feverishly tried to barricade the gate. 

The gate eventually broke down and many rioters forcibly came out charging at the police 
personnel deployed outside the University. It was when the students from AMU violently 
charged at the police and attacked them, that the police initiate action against them 11411 . The 
campaign that was initiated to malign the Aligarh police was evident from that fact that a day 
before the video evidence was released by the police, the AMU students had demanded 
compensation from the Yogi government in UP for the damage caused by the police in their 
action to control the rioting mob 1 ^. 


The motivated and coordinated campaign to shield the rioters of AMU was also evidence from the fact 

that Harsh Mander and his NGO, ‘Karwan e Mohabbat’, came up with a ‘fact-finding’ reportthat 

was based on utter conjecture. 


Harsh Mander claimed that the ‘circumstances in which RAF entered the campus remain 
unclear’. He then claims that the students and faculty attest to the fact that there was no 
provocation from the peaceful students. It is evident from the videos that the students indulged in 
violent stone-pelting and thus, for Mander to take the word of the students in this aspect betrays 
the tmth. Interestingly, his “fact-finding” thus seems to have been limited to furthering 
propaganda by the violent rioters. It is evident that Mander did not check the CCTV footage of 
the violence or if he did, he chose to hide the facts that emerge from it. One has to then wonder 
what this ‘fact-finding’ mission was all about. 

Harsh Mander then claimed with absolute certainty that it was the RAF and Uttar Pradesh police 
that broke down the Bab-e-Syed gate of AMU while that was already proven incorrect after the 
videos were released by the Aligarh police where students could be seen breaking the door from 
inside. In this fact-finding report, other than the victimhood of rioters, nothing really appeared to 
be based on ‘facts’. Harsh speculated that the VC of AMU extended to ‘consent’ to let RAF in 
after they have broken down the Bab-e-Syed gate” to legitimize police action. He said that the 
gate was broken with ‘precision’ while the locks were intact, insinuating that the RAF and UP 
police had somehow conspired to break the gate without any provocation from the students of 




AMU. He also tried to cast aspersions on the fact that there was stone pelting and large scale 
violence from within AMU. Both these assertions have been debunked by the videos released by 
the UP police. 

Further, Harsh Mander, while painting the stone-pelting, rioting students completely innocent, 
also claimed that the Uttar Pradesh police used ‘stun grenades’ and ‘bullets’, again, an assertion 
debunked by the police. It is to be noted here that while Harsh Mander claimed to have checked 
the video footage to peddle a lie that lethal weapons were used, he asserted that the AMU 
students did not indulge in stone-pelting and also that the Bab-e-Syed gate was broken by the 
police and RAF without confirming those allegations with the video footage. If he had indeed 
watched the CCTV footage, he would not have made the claims which were clearly refuted by 
the video evidence released by the police as well. Harsh Mander did not stop there. In an already 
charged environment where Muslim mobs were going on a rampage, Harsh Mander claimed that 
the police raised ‘Jai Shree Ram’ slogans while “attacking” the “peaceful” Muslim students of 
AMU. There is, of course, no evidence for this except the word of the rioters of AMU who 
Mander is trying to shield. 


Jamia Millia Islamia University 

According to the police, around 150 members of the radical Islamist outfit PFI entered Delhi 
from different states on the 13th of December, two days before the violence in Jamia Millia 
Islamia University. They had, according to the police and intelligence agencies, hid in the Jamia 
area before the violence broke out. The stone-pelting and arson were started by these elements 
from PFI. They have also said that the protests emerged in Delhi as the activists knew the media 
would splash it and that would help widen the base of stir. While the police garnered enough 
evidence by now, many PFI Islamists reportedly went underground after the investigation 
pointed towards PFI’s active role in the riots not just in Delhi but also in Lucknow. 

The First Information Report filed by the Delhi Police in connection with violent protests by 
Jamia Millia Islamia incident stated that 7 to 8 ‘students’ along with miscreants pelted stones 
from inside the university gates. It must be recalled that the Uttar Pradesh police on 23rd 
December had arrested the state head of the radical Islamic outfit Popular Front of India (PFI), 
Waseem and his two aides for masterminding the violence during the anti-CAA riots in 
Lucknow. An intelligence report that was shared with the Ministry of Home Affairs had also said 
that some ‘political parties’ and banned radical Islamist outfits like SIMI and PFI are behind the 
violent protests in several places across the country 11 ^. 

In another rather interesting development, according to a senior police official, when the SHO of 
Jamia Nagar went to the university to collect the CCTV footage, a raft of students gathered 
opposing the police official from collecting the evidence. The students studiously refused to 
provide the CCTV footage of the December 15 protest to the police. However, the Jamia Millia 
Islamia administration had earlier assured the police in writing that the CCTV recordings would 
be handed over to the police so that the violence during the protests could be properly 
investigated. By this time, however, it appeared that the university administration is reneging on 
its promise to deliver the videos to the police. Senior officials claimed that if the CCTV 


recordings were destroyed, further action would be initiated against the university. 



What the investigation revealed from UP, Delhi and more 


1) The riots in Mangaluru were well planned and coordinated. CCTV footage that emerged later 
showed two things - firstly, trucks full of bricks were delivered to the rioters at the spot of the 
violence before the violence started. Secondly, the rioters knew exactly where the CCTV 
cameras were which they broke right before going on a violence rampage. 

2) The links of radical Islamic organization PFI and its political front SDPI were deeply 
intertwined with the violence. PFI, SDPI and political parties like Samajwadi Party were 
involved in instigating the Muslims to indulge in rampant violence. According to UP police, 
rioters have damaged public property worth around Rs 100 crore in seven districts during the 
protests. 

Singh said the UP police have arrested 865 people and filed 135 cases in connection with the 
protests. He added that some of the protestors used country-made pistols to target the UP Police 
and as many as 500 non-prohibited bore cartridges were recovered from the protest venues in 
Sambhal, Kanpur, Rampur, Lucknow, Aligarh, Firozabad, Muzaffarnagar and Meerut 1145 ! 

3) The investigation busted the trope propagated by many that the violence was spontaneous. In 
some videos released by the police, two men in Meerut were seen brandishing country made 
guns at the police during the violence post Namaaz 11451 . 

4) On the 20 th of December, after the Namaaz prayers were concluded, violent mobs went on a 
rampage in Firozabad, UP. The UP police had used drones subsequently to monitor sensitive 
areas that might erupt with violence again. During their surveillance, they found 57 houses where 
bricks were stacked on the roof, again pointing to the fact that these riots were planned and 
premeditated 1143 . In Firozabad, the UP police released images of over 100 Muslim rioters and 
urged the public to help nab them 11441 . 

5) More political links to the violence emerged as amongst the 150 rioters identified for the 
violence in Rampur, was SP leader Azam Khan’s close aide Parvez 1142 ! Police produced pictures 
and video footages of the incident as evidence, where Parvez, a driver and close associate of 
Samajwadi Party strongman, Azam Khan’s, who himself has been implicated and convicted in 
innumerable cases, can be seen hurling stones at the police personnel,” Rampur Superintendent 
of Police Ajay Pal Sharma had told news agency PTI 1152 ! 

6) While investigating the incidents of state-wide violence which occurred on December 21, the 
Patna Police arrested Congress leader Ashutosh Sharma who was accused of attacking media 
people during the Bihar bandh and was on the run. Congress leader Ashutosh Sharma was caught 
on camera assaulting journalists at the Dak Bungalow Chowk in Patna 11511 . 

7) UP police confirmed that 124 people were arrested for posting inciting content on social 
media, 93 FIRs were registered. They also confirmed that action was taken on 19409 social 
media posts and 9372 Twitter accounts, 9856 Facebook pages, and 181 YouTube profiles were 
blocked 11521 . 

8) The Uttar Pradesh government identified at least 498 properties to seize them, which belonged 


to rioters who vandalized public properties in the state during the anti-CAA protest. Notices were 
sent to these protesters regarding the same. Earlier, the UP government had sealed 50 shops 
belonging to rioters in Muzaffarnagar who caused damage to public property. The sealed shops 
are all in the trouble-hit Minakshi Chowk and Kachchi Sadak areas of the town 1553 . 

9) The Indian Railways decided to claim the damages caused to its property during the anti-CAA 
riots, from the persons involved. Confirming that Railway property worth Rs 80 crore was 
damaged during protests across the country, Railway Board Chairman Vinod Kumar Yadav said 
that recovery will be made from those found involved in arson and violence 353 . 

10) The district administration of the Sambhal district in Uttar Pradesh issued notices to 59 
rioters for damaging public property during the anti-CAA riots. The Additional District 
Magistrate Kamlesh Awasthi said that the administration served notices to 59 people for the 
damages worth Rs 15.35 lakhs caused to the public property 1155 ! 

11) Uttar Pradesh DGP wrote a letter to the Home Minister demanding a ban on the radical 
Islamist outfit PFI. The Deputy Chief Minister of the state supported the proposal to impose a 
ban. The decision came after several PFI Islamists were arrested over the riots that had broken 
out in the state and elsewhere in the country 11551 . 

12) Mangaluru Cyber Crime Police arrested one Moindeen Hameez for spreading communal 
hatred through hate messages. In his Instagram post, Hameez had called for revenge against 
Mangaluru Police and had said that neither the police nor police station will survive for long. 

13) Four people were booked by Mangaluru Police for putting up posts on social media to incite 
communal hatred. In two cases, the police booked the accused for sedition as well. Seven 
criminal cases were registered against holders of Facebook accounts who had posted 
inflammatory messages. Cases were also registered against Facebook pages of Social 
Democratic Party of India (SDPI), Ansar Mangaluru, Nizam Farangipete, Sahil Vedra, 
Idunamma Dhvani, Muslim Yuva Sene and Siddique and notices under section 41A of CrPC 
were issued against them 1153 . 


More provocation 

1) A notice was issued by the Vadodara cyber police seeking an explanation from the chairman 
of the Gujarat chapter of Minority Development and Protection Foundation, Zuber Gopalani 11551 , 
for his controversial post on social media in which he had asked the adherents of Islam to 
boycott professionals supporting the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA). Later an FIR was 
lodged against the Muslim community leader and two others in the case. 

The notice which was issued on December 25 read that Gopalani’s post “provokes enmity 
between communities” as the post included specific names of the individuals from Vadodara’s 
medical community. It also asked Gopalani to appear before the police and explain his action. “A 
tweet posted from your account names doctors from Vadodara’s medical community and alleges 
that they have made anti-Muslim remarks in public and extended their support to the CAA. 


This post attempts to fuel disharmony between communities and instigate a breach of peace 
between them. It has also given rise to a sense of fear among the doctor’s community in the city 
as you have directly asked the Muslim community to boycott the doctors and thus propounding a 
message of hatred and discord among the society. You are therefore called in to explain your 
action,” the notice read 0211 . 

2) Times Now reported a video, in which an acclaimed Tamil writer, Nellai Kannan, attempting 
to incite the Muslims, is heard telling the crowd that “he expected but no Muslim doing it”, 
hinting that he expected that the Muslims in the country would kill Home Minister Amit Shah for 
implementing the Citizenship Amendment Act, which they have been falsely claiming to be anti- 
Muslims, but no Muslim has yet killed him. Nellai Kannan said this at a rally by Islamist 
organization SDPI whose members were also arrested for the riots earlier 0221 . A case was then 
registered against him UillJ . 

3) A Muslim cleric in West Bengal threatened to block Kolkata airport if the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Act is not revoked. Claiming that the citizenship law is unfair to the Muslim 
population of the country, the cleric, Abbas Siddiqui from Furfura Sharif, in Jangipara, Hoogly, 
West Bengal, urged Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee to either move Supreme Court challenging 
the contentious citizenship law or bring a resolution against the Act in state Assembly. 

Speaking to Times Now the cleric said he has asked Mamata Banerjee to take immediate steps to 
stall the Act or else “she risks losing the support of Muslims in West Bengal.” He added that all 
the protests that the West Bengal CM is leading in the state might be satisfactory for other 
people, but they are not enough to satisfy the Muslim population 11211 . 

4) At least 100 organizations, many of them obscure, got set to unite and protest against the 
National Population Register (NPR), National Register of Citizens (NRC) and the enactment of 
the Citizenship Amendment Act, said the Swaraj Abhiyan Party President Yogendra Yadav at a 
national coordination committee meeting held in TISS. It is to be remembered that Yogendra 
Yadav has even been mentioned earlier for fomenting trouble. 

The discussion which was held to chart the future course of action regarding protests against the 
Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) was attended by Rashtriya Seva Dal President Ganesh Devi, 
controversial student leader Kanhaiya Kumar who has been charged for raising anti-India 
slogans in the past, United Against Hate member Umar Khalid who has also been charged with 
raising anti-India slogans and demanding the break-up of India, far-left Kavita Krishnan who 
often sympathizes with Naxals, Medha Patkar and the controversial activist Harsh Mander who 
has connections to George Soros 11211 . 

5) Jamia Millia Islamia, after indulging in rioting, planned a fresh stir where they announced that 
they would surround the Uttar Pradesh Bhavan in Delhi 0241 . 


Reasonable Muslims side-lined 


On the 27 th of December, Muslim protestors burnt the effigy of the spiritual head of Ajmer 
Dargah, Dargah Deewan Syed Zainul Abedin Ali Khan after he said Muslims living in India 
need not fear the CAA and had appealed to the government not to implement the law till 
discussions with protestors are held. A large number of Muslims, including the Khadims joined 
the rally against CAA, which took place after Friday prayers and demanded that the government 
withdraw the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA). 

During the protest, they also burnt an effigy of Deewan Zainul Abedin Ali Khan, the spiritual 
head of the Ajmer Dargah and accused him of misleading Muslims on the issue of the CAA. 
“The Centre should repeal the Act, which is an attack on the Preamble of the Constitution. The 
government should also say that the NRC (National Register of Citizens) will not be 
implemented (countrywide),” said Sarwar Chisty, a Khadim of the dargah 11221 . 

While several politicians and Muslim leaders fanned violence and rumours, a group of Muslim 
residents of the Upeerkot area handed over a demand draft of Rs 6.27 lakh to District Magistrate 
Ravindra Kumar and Senior Superintendent of Police Santosh Kumar Singh as a token of 
compensation for the damage caused to public property during clashes on December 20. 

The delegation led by a local politician Shakilullah and other dignitaries from the Muslim 
community in Kotwali city area also handed over a letter to the DM pledging that a repeat of the 
violence would never occur in future. Bulandshahr was one of the worst-hit areas of anti-CAA 
violence in UP 1123 . 

However, one of the worst forms of silencing reasonable voices from the Muslim community 
came in the form of the heckling and intimidation faced by Kerala Governor Arif Mohammad 
Khan. His invite to speak at an event was first cancelled because he voiced his support for the 
CAA. 

Further, he was heckled by Muslim historian Irfan Habib while he spoke on stage to explain to 
people the need for CAA. In fact, the media was so vested in the coup the Muslim community 
wanted to stage against the Indian government, that journalist Gargi Rawat from the left-leaning 
news channel NDTV had even supported the heckling of the governor 1123 . 


31 st December - Sharjeel Imam identified 

Since the 15 th of December 2019, a group of women and men had illegally occupied a bus stop 
and set up a barricaded protest in an area of Delhi called Shaheen Bagh. On social media, the 
usual elements who were fanning these protests and had even shielded rioters during the 
December riots had hailed these Muslim women protesting as the agents of revolution and 
change. 

The Shaheen Bagh protests would turn into deeply communal protests later, and as the 
chronology of events progressed, one would see how. Thus far, the ‘popularity’ of this protest 
remained mostly confined to social media. In the biting cold winter of Delhi December, women 
sat with their blankets, some even with their babies. The 20-day-old child and the mother became 
quite the rage, especially since they claimed to be fighting to ‘save the constitution’. What 
became of this child after being out in the biting cold, night after night, will be revealed in the 
later part of this report through our ground investigation. 



These are widely circulated as ‘organic’ protests in a bid to ‘save the constitution’. Except, like 
every drama, there’s a twist here. In an investigative report, Oplndia revealed the real nature of 
how this protest really started. A conversation in a WhatsApp group of JNU students right after 
the Ayodhya verdict gives a clearer picture of how the Shaheen Bagh ‘organic’ protests blocking 
the highway culminated. 

One Sharjeel Imam, in the JNU group, said how he would like to burn the constitution as the 
1500 page Ram Janmabhoomi Supreme Court verdict is too much to burn. On November 9, 
2019, the Supreme Court ruled in favour of Ram Lalla and gave the land rights to the Hindus, 
paving way for construction of Ram Mandir where Babri Masjid was built after demolishing the 
temple. The Supreme Court also ruled that the government should give the Muslims a 5-acre 
land to build a mosque, should they so wish. Some tried to reason with Sharjeel by putting out a 
disclaimer that they are not being ‘constitutionalist’, but burning it may attract legal 



consequences. 


Sharjeel then spoke about how he’d like to have a ‘constitution burning ceremony’ in JNU. He 
explained how this verdict was a ‘watershed moment’ and that the Muslims who are ‘singing 
praises of the constitution’ must send a ‘clear message’ that ‘we do not believe in the 
constitution’. Hence, the same should be burnt, as per Sharjeel. Sharjeel Imam is studying 
Modern History at JNU. He has studied Computer Science at IIT Bombay and has been a 
columnist with Leftist propaganda website The Wire, The Quint and even FirstPost and the 
Oplndia investigation revealed him to be the mastermind behind the Shaheen Bagh protests and 
several other protests in the area. His extremely dangerous speeches inciting violence also came 
to the fore. 


A video was then discovered by Oplndia, uploaded by Facebook group ‘Muslim Students of JNU’ on 14th 
December 2019. It was shot at Jamia Nagar, outside the Jamia Millia Islamia university. Imam was seen 
telling the mob that properties of Muslims were confiscated and they were sent to Pakistan. After 
invoking the Quran and implying how it is above Constitution, he explains how he is a JNU student and 
along with a few Muslim students of JNU, want to do a ‘chakkajam’ (blocking roads and bringing life to 
a standstill) in Delhi. “Aur sirf Delhi mein hi nahin,jis sheher mein Musalman kar sakta hai. Musalman 
Hindustan ke 500 sheheron mein chakka jam kar sakta hai (not just in Delhi but in every city where 
Muslims are, there should be chakka jam. Muslims can bring life to a halt in as many as 500 cities in 

India),” he announced. 


“Kya Musalmano mein itni haisiyat bhi nahin ki uttar Bharat ke shehron ko band kara jaa sake? 
(Don’t Muslims even have that much in them to shut down cities of north India?)”, he asks the 
crowd. He then asks Muslims, whose population is 20%, to be ashamed as how are the cities still 
functioning? “Hindustan ka Musalman shehri hai, sheher band kijiye. (Indian Muslims live in the 
city. Shut down the cities),” he says. He further asks the mob to shoo away those Muslims who 
try to put sense into them. 

Invoking the Quran, he said in the Quran it is written that if someone throws you out of the 
house, then throw them out of the house. Imam then says that the constitution is fascist. Sharjeel 
Imam also says how people should not worry as this is Delhi and any police action will get an 
international reaction. “Aag lagane ke liye do kaam karna hoga. Lathi khane ke liye taiyar rehna 
hoga, aur number do, organize hoga hoga, (You’ll have to do two things to fan the fire: be ready 
to take the blows of the lathis and get organized)” Sharjeel Imam tells the mob not to get swayed 
by those who invite them to Jantar Mantar to protest. “If they care, they should come to us. We 
will see who does,” he says. “Do not have hopes on AISA or Aam Aadmi Party,” he says. “We 
want to bring Delhi to a halt. We want to close down shops, stop milk supply in Delhi,” he said. 


Sharjeel Imam’s speech was uploaded on 14 th December, late at night. On 15 th , Delhi Traffic Police put 
up an alert on Twitter that traffic movement was closed from Sarita Vihar to Kalindi Kunj due to protests 
at Shaheen Bagh. On 15th December is when the violence escalated in Jamia and Police had to use force 

to contain the rioting mob. And it was on 15 th December that the Shaheen Bagh protests started. Sharjeel 
Imam was thus identified by a report of Oplndia as the chief conspirator and instigator of the Shaheen 

Bagh protests and also, an instigator of the Jamia riots on the 31 st of December^^. Sharjeel Imam 





became the subject of a larger investigation later in January and February. That will be discussed further 

in the report. 



The Events of January 

First week of January 2020 

The first week of January was relatively quiet as far as the anti-CAA riots were concerned, 
however, the investigation progressed at a steady pace and so did the continuous provocation. 

1) On the first day of the new year, the Uttar Pradesh police booked 12 rioters for the violence in 
AMU under the stringent Goonda Act. The Goonda Act is a special Act of the Indian Law that 
aims to prevent and curtail organized crime. The 12 people booked under the Goonda Act 
included two erstwhile students’ union office-bearers of AMU. 

The former students were identified as Huzaifa Amir, former secretary of the student’s union, 
Hamza Sufiyan, former vice president of the student’s union, Nadeem Ansari, Aamir, Mintoe, 
and Sarjil Usmani. In addition to these five, the name of AMU’s students’ union president 
Salman Imtiaz is also included in the FIR. Among these, Hamza Sufiyan and Huzaifa Amir had 
been rusticated by the university administration for five years for creating ruckus at the vice 
chancellor’s office and for allegedly misbehaving with the varsity employees in July 2019 I1M ! 

2) The Meerut police arrested one youth for chanting Pakistan Zindabad during anti-CAA 
riots 1122 ! 

3) The Special Investigation Team of the Delhi Crime Branch revealed the involvement of more 
than 15 Bangladeshis in the Delhi riots that ensued following the enactment of the Citizenship 
Amendment Act (CAA). These Bangladeshis were illegally living in Seemapuri area of Delhi. 
The police claim that following the Friday prayers on December 20, these illegal immigrants 
from Bangladesh joined the anti-CAA mob protests in Seemapuri. The police said that they will 
soon raid and arrest those who have been identified by the SIT 112 ^. 

4) Congress activist Nellai Kannan who had incited Muslims to murder PM Modi was 
arrested 112 ^ 

5) Congress MP from Kerala, K Muraleedharan issued threats to Kerala Governor Arif 
Mohammad Khan for supporting the CAA and not toeing the line Islamists wanted him to take. 
As can be recalled, Governor Khan was disinvited by Congress earlier and was heckled by 
Historian Irfan Habib for supporting the CAA 11221 

6) On the 6 th of January, the Central Industrial Security Force (CISF), which is a Central Armed 
Police Force arrested one Ameer Hamza Khan (34), resident of Zakir Nagar in Delhi at the 
frisking point at Jamia Millia Islamia metro station. The native of Meerut, Uttar Pradesh was 
caught carrying a pistol and 5 live rounds of ammunition. A case has been registered at Okhla 
Vihar police station. 

The accused was arrested under the provisions of Arms Act and was being interrogated, 
informed additional PRO Delhi Police Anil Mittal 112 ^. It is notable here that the Jamia Millia 
Islamia and Jamia Nagar area, in general, was gripped with turmoil since December after violent 
protests by Muslim mobs against the Citizenship Amendment Act. 


7) In a significant development, a serious allegation against the Uttar Pradesh police was 
shattered in the first week of January 11221 . Soon after the riots in UP where policemen were 
subjected to stone pelting by the violent Muslim mob, various media had spread that UP Police 
subjected those arrested in the anti-CAA riots to brutality and many were suffering from rectal 
bleeding. 

The media had reported that students of the Saadat madrasa, who were picked up by police after 
an anti-CAA protest on 20 December, returned with bruises, fractured bones and even rectal 
bleeding. This news of over 100 students from the Madrasa being subjected to brutality was 
propagated by The Telegraph on 29 th December 11221 . 

It was followed by National Herald, the mouthpiece of the Congress party, which also published 
a report stating that the minor students of Madarsa were arrested and some were allegedly 
tortured which led to ‘rectal bleeding’ 11221 . Even British daily - The Guardian claimed that the 
police rounded the cleric and 35 of his students, 15 of whom were allegedly minors and orphans 
and took them to a nearby police barracks, where they were stripped of their clothes, beaten up. 
The report claims that the police shoved up rods into cleric’s anus, causing rectal bleeding 11221 . 

However, a report by The Print clarified that the minor boys of the Saadat hostel have 
themselves claimed that the reports of rectal bleeding are untrue. Irfan Haider, 21, who hails 
from Sitapur, told ThePrint that reports that some madarsa students “suffered rectal bleeding 
from the police torture” were false. “This isn’t true. Neither the children nor maulana sahab 
suffered rectal bleeding. They were beaten brutally, which in itself was a horrible experience. We 
don’t need to make up any allegations,” Naved Alam, a relative and confidante of Hussaini, said 
to ThePrint. 

Another relative, Mohammad Azam, said, “We have to show our faces to God after all. So, 
there’s no point in lying. What happened was a big deal in itself.” Abhishek Yadav, Senior 
Superintendent of Police (SSP), Muzaffarnagar, speaking to the Print, said that the allegations of 
rectal bleeding were based on “one person’s quote, who has political affiliations”. However, 
some students claimed that the police denied them water and alleged that they were asked to 
drink their urine 11221 . 


Second week of January 2020 


In the second week of January, the Citizenship Amendment Act was notified by the Modi 
government vide a Gazette notification that said that the act would come into force from 
the 10 th of January 11221 . By the 13 th of January, the Yogi Adityanath government in Uttar 
Pradesh became the first to implement the act by identifying 40,000 eligible refugees 11211 . 

1) Two men, Anwar and Niyaz were arrested for issuing death threats to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Union Home Minister Amit Shah over the implementation of CAA and 
NRC. The main accused was identified as Anwar, a resident of Peruvai, south Karnataka. The 
accused, who worked in Qatar, was allegedly spreading audio messages which had gone viral on 
WhatsApp groups provoking people to indulge in communal violence. 

About 10 days prior, Anwar and another person identified as Niyaz, also from Peruvai, had 
allegedly sent such messages and had even contacted RSS workers in Vamanjoor and youths 
from Vamanjoor working abroad to ask them to oppose CAA and NRC by putting out messages 
on WhatsApp. In these messages, they had also threatened to assassinate PM Modi and Home 
Minister Amit Shah 11211 . 

2) While two men were arrested for issuing death threats to PM Modi and HM Amit Shah, a 
complaint was lodged with the Aligarh police station regarding certain slogans that were chanted 
against Yogi Adityanath in Aligarh Muslim University. The slogan in the video that emerged 
from AMU says ‘Yogi teri kabar khudegi, AMU ki dharti par’ (The grave of Yogi Adityanath 
will be dug on the ground of AMU). It is to be recalled here that AMU was the second location 
after Jamia Millia Islamia where students and others had indulged in rioting and the UP police 
had taken strict action against them 11211 . 

3) After the history of anti-CAA protests turning into show of strength for radical Islamists, the 
involvement of PFI and other radical outfits etc., the Hemant Soren led JMM-Congress-RJD 
government of Jharkhand decided to drop sedition charges against 3000 unidentified persons 
who had joined in an anti-CAA protest without permission. 

Along with that, the government also announced that action would be taken against the police 
officials who had slapped the sedition charge. The chief minister ordered the administration in 
Dhanbad instructing them to drop the sedition charges registered in Dhanbad district. 
Accordingly, SP(City) Dhanbad directed the SHO of Dhanbad to file a correction application in 
the court to remove the sedition charges from the FIR. 

Posting the copies of the letters on Twitter, CM Soren tweeted from his official Twitter handle 
saying that laws are not meant to frighten and silence people but to instill a feeling of safety 
among the people. He tweeted that orders have been issued to immediately drop the charges 
against 3000 persons, adding that orders have also been issued to take appropriate action against 
the guilty officials 11211 . 

4) The Jamia Millia Islamia University turned into a den of hooliganism all over again after 
mobs of students demanding that FIR be filed against the Delhi police that had controlled the 
riots that emanated from the University in December. In the process, they also heckled 


journalists from Republic TV^. 

5) Noor Alam, a Bangladeshi journalist who had arrived in Kolkata, India on the 10 th of January 
was seen protesting against CAA and NRC. Md. Noor Alam Sk, a journalist with Bangladeshi 
media house Unique News 24, was photographed holding a poster saying ‘Modi Go Back’, on 
the 12 th of January when Prime Minister Narendra Modi was set to visit Kolkata 11221 . Noor Alam 
had posted the photograph on his Facebook profile, with the caption ‘Kolkata, India: No NRC, 
Go Back Modi’. Later he deleted the post. 

6) Earlier in the month, Shashi Tharoor, senior Congress leader, had criticized the chants of 
deeply communal slogans like ‘La-Ilaha-Illallah’. The literal translation of the slogan means that 
Allah is the only true God. The chant is often followed by muhammadun rasulu llah, which 
means “Muhammad is the messenger of God”. The religious chant represents the central 
philosophy of Islam, that Allah is the only god, and there is no other god. Shashi Tharoor was of 
the opinion that such slogans only communalise the protest and should be avoided. 

Tharoor said that their “fight against Hindutva extremism should give no comfort to Islamist 
extremism either”. He said that the fight against the Citizenship Amendment Bill is a fight to 
defend inclusive India. “We will not allow pluralism & diversity to be supplanted by any kind of 
religious fundamentalism,” he added. Soon, the radicals descended upon his timeline to call him 
a ‘soft bigot’. 

Tharoor was accused of soft bigotry for his comments, and said that it is “their fight”, asking him 
to stop telling them what to do. Tharoor’s comments invited a storm where Muslims alleged that 
Tharoor was trying to strip them of their identity. In the heel of deeply communal riots and 
slogans, the fact that Islamists had gotten miffed with Tharoor only goes to show that the 
intrinsic nature of these protests revolved around Islamic supremacy. 

On the 12 th of January, Shashi Tharoor visited Jamia Millia Islamia to express solidarity with the 
students protesting against CAA and NRC. When he reached there, he was confronted by 
protesting students holding placards that read ‘La Ilaha Illallah’. The students also chanted the 
same in order to protest against Shashi Tharoor and his comment. As Tharoor addressed 
protestors at Jamia, the protestors shouted him down by chanting ‘La Ilaha Ilallah’. 11221 


An important development on the 10 th of January - Slogans of 
Jinnah Wali Azadi at Shaheen Bagh, what they meant and the 
curious timing of Congress endorsement of Shaheen Bagh 

By now, the protests, which were raging on for weeks had exposed itself to be deeply Islamic 
and anti-Hindu in nature with posters like F*ck Hindutva that distorted the holy Hindu Om 
symbol to several slogans that exposed the Islamist mobs’ deep-seated hatred for Hindus. 

On the 10 th of January, a video surfaced from the Shaheen Bagh protest where slogans like 
“Jinnah Wali Azadi” could be heard^. Citizenship Amendment Act is one which gives 
citizenship to the persecuted minorities of neighboring Islamic nations that have, since their 
inception, indulged in horrific crimes against their minorities like Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, 
Christians, Parsis, Jains etc. It is pertinent to mention here that in 2018, a clash had erupted 
between AMU students on the issue of Pakistan’s founder and Muslim leader Mohammed Ali 
Jinnah’s portrait in the campus. Some sections of the students opposed and staged a protest 
against University authorities for placing the divisive leader Jinnah’s portrait. Violent clashes 
erupted between students organizations and AMU Student Union dominated by Muslim students, 
as AMU Student Union was in support of the controversial leader, Jinnah. In fact, one must 
remember that AMU was founded by Jinnah and it was he who had given the two-nation theory. 
With AMU students rioting against CAA, it is entirely believable that the crux of these protests 
is indeed in support of Jinnah and his ideology and thus, that chants of ‘Jinnah wali Azadi’ were 
raised comes as no surprise. 


When one chants ‘Jinnah wali Azadi’, what they are essentially saying is that they want ‘Azadi’ to break 
India yet again and create another Pakistan where the founding principle of the state was Islam and the 
two-nation theory. The two-nation theory of Jinnah essentially said that Muslims cannot co-exist with 
Hindus. The two-nation theory states that Muslims and Hindus are two separate nations by every 
definition; that Muslims have their own customs, religion, and from every point of view like social, moral 
Muslims are different from Hindus, therefore, Muslims should be able to have their own separate 
homeland in the Muslim majority areas of India, in which Islam can be practiced as the dominant 

religion. 


This ideology was the main war-cry of Muhammad Ali Jinnah who called it the awakening of 
Muslims and ensured that India was divided to create Islamic Pakistan. BR Ambedkar had 
severely criticized Muhammad Ali Jinnah and his 14 demands. In chapter XI of Ambedkar’s 
book ‘Pakistan or the Partition of India’, Ambedkar thoroughly criticized Jinnah for the 
tabulation of his 14 points which include but not limited to: 

a) Muslim representation in the local bodies be based on the principles of the communal 
award, that is, separate electorates and population strength. 




b) Discarding the song- “Vande Mataram”. 

c) Freedom for Muslims to perform Cow slaughter. 

d) Make changes to the tricolour flag or give equal importance to the Muslim League flag. 

e) Constitutional and statutory guarantee of fixed Muslim representation in the state services 
through the reservation. 

Ambedkar was of the opinion that Muslims are exploiting Hindus and using their outrageous 
demands to force the Hindus into the negotiation tables. He writes - “The second thing that is 
noticeable among the Muslims is the spirit of exploiting the weaknesses of the Hindus. If the 
Hindus object to anything, the Muslim policy seems to be to insist upon it and give it up only 
when the Hindus show themselves ready to offer a price for it by giving the Muslims some other 
concessions.” Ambedkar had, in fact, said that for Jinnah, Hindus of Bengal and Punjab province 
at the time were like mere ‘chattels’ who would do as the Muslims instructed. This was 
demonstrated in a speech delivered by Jinnah on November 16th, 1942. Jinnah had said: 

“Who is the author of this new formula that every community has the right of self-determination 
all over India? Either it is colossal ignorance or mischief and trick. Let me give them a reply, that 
the Musalmans claim the right of self-determination because they are a national group on a given 
territory which is their homeland and, in the zones, where they are in a majority. Have you 
known anywhere in history that national groups scattered all over have been given a State? 
Where are you going to get a State for them? In that case, you have got 14 per cent. Muslims in 
the United Provinces. Why not have a State for them? Muslims in the United Provinces are not a 
national group; they are scattered. Therefore, in constitutional language, they are characterized as 
a sub-national group who cannot expect anything more than what is due from any civilized 
Government to a minority. I hope I have made the position clear. The Muslims are not a sub¬ 
national group; it is their birthright to claim and exercise the right of self-determination.” 

Therefore, when the protestors at Shaheen Bagh, who were essentially protesting against giving 
citizenship to the minorities from Pakistan who have been persecuted by the ideology of Jinnah, 
raise slogans like ‘Jinnah wali Azadi’, it merely means that they are reposing their faith in 
Jinnah’s two-nation theory and the fact that Hindus are merely chattels. Anyone who raises 
‘Jinnah wali Azadi’ is essentially saying that they believe that Hindus and Muslims are separate 
nations by their very characteristic and that they, Muslims, cannot co-exist with Hindus and thus, 
want to break up India yet again to form another Islamic nation. 


After the rampant violence by Islamist mobs, the provocation of Muslims by politicians and the speeches 
of Shaheen Bagh mastermind Sharjeel Imam, the slogans of Jinnah Wali Azadi takes prominence. While 
several anti-Hindu images are slogans have emerged, this slogan for the first time exposed the nefarious 
intentions of the protestors. While CAA and NRC might be the pretext of the protests, it became rather 
evident that essentially, radical and fundamental Islamism formed the basis of the protest and not 
constitutional concerns. It is for this reason, that Shaheen Bagh’s much touted attempt to appear secular 

and organic by organizing a multi-faith prayer at the protest site was not well-received or trustedUSS1. 


While the protestors at Shaheen Bagh raised deeply communal slogans, the residents of the area 




were losing their patience. It is pertinent to note here that the Shaheen Bagh protests were in a 
barricaded area and an essential bus stop was also illegally occupied. The protests ended up 
blocking arterial roads and resulted in traffic jams, time loss in travelling and inconvenience to 
the residents. On the 12 th of January, the residents of Sarita Vihar in New Delhi held a protest 
demanding the removal of barricades and blockage on road number 13A between Mathura Road 
and Kalindi Kunj, in order to ease traffic movement 12221 . 

The inconvenience caused was such that the High Court too upheld that the protestors cannot 
inconvenience commuters and thereafter, the police opened a channel of communication with the 
protestors to convince them to vacate the area. The order of the Delhi Court came after a PIL was 
filed by advocate Amit Sahni seeking a direction to the Police Commissioner of the national 
capital to lift restrictions on the Kalindi Kunj-Shaheen Bagh stretch and Okhla underpass. The 
roads were closed since the 15th of December after the protests began. The petitioner asserted 
that the restrictions were causing traffic jams and a great wastage of time and fuel 11211 . 

While the residents got sick of the road blocks and the police tried, uselessly, to convince the 
protestors to vacate the area and end the roadblock, the Congress party started getting involved in 
the Shaheen Bagh protests that had proved to be deeply communal. 


At the protests, Congress leader Mani Shankar Aiyar thanked the protesters for 'saving’ India. He also 
said, “No one can imagine an India without Islam and Muslims. ” He also referred to Modi as ‘Katil’ 
(murderer), when he said ‘if there is any need to sacrifice, I am also part of that. Now let’s see whose 
hand has more power, us or that murderer’. There were several questions raised regarding the timing of 
the appearance of a Congress leader at Shaheen Bagh. Conspicuously, the Congress party leader made 
an appearance the day after the police opened a channel of communication with the protestors to try and 
get them to vacate the area. Many believed that the Congress party was vested in the chaos continuing 
and hence, the appearance attained far more significance. Far more interestingly, Aiyer had made his 

appearance at Shaheen Bagh right after returning from PakistanUS21. 


At the event in Pakistan, the Congress leader said, “What India must learn from Pakistan is the 
smooth way of transfer of power from one democratic government to another in the last three 
general elections.” Aiyar’s comment is rather shocking given the nature of Democracy in 
Pakistan. The transfer of power after elections in India have been always smooth, while in 
Pakistan democratic governments have been replaced by military rule multiple times. So it is not 
sure what India has to learn from Pakistan in this regard. In another discussion in which 
Sadanand Dhume participated in as well, themed around “India’s Populist Revolution”, Aiyar 
expressed great ‘despair’ at the turn India was taking and spoke extensively on the Citizenship 
Amendment Act and the NRC and spread lies and distortions on the subject. He denigrated 
Hindutva and claimed that Narendra Modi had given a ‘Triple Talaq’ to the Muslim 
community 12221 . 


Third week of January 
Shaheen Bagh 

The Shaheen Bagh protests were getting progressively worse, anti-Hindu and political with 




extremely dangerous statements being made. However, with each passing day, the Shaheen Bagh 
protests were also exposing itself for its true intentions and motives which were rather contrary 
to what the national and international media was trying to project - as women standing up to a 
tyrannical government. 

While the media touted the Shaheen Bagh protests as ‘organic and a-political’, a day after Mani 
Shankar Aiyer, senior Congress leader appeared at the Shaheen Bagh protests, Congress 
supporting Bharatiya Kisan Union leaders and members joined the anti-CAA protests at Shaheen 
Bagh. These farmers were under the banner of Bharatiya Kisan Union (Ekta Ugrahan), and it is 
affiliated to All India Kisan Coordination Committee (KCC). Ahead of the Lok Sabha elections 
in 2019, Bharatiya Kisan Union had announced support for Congress party. BKU national 
president S. Bhupinder Singh Mann had said that they had decided to support Congress after 
evaluating the manifestos of both BJP and Congress. KCC had also supported Congress ahead of 
2019 elections 112 ^. 

While the Congress supported Shaheen Bagh through its various arms, NGO Save Child India 
filed a complaint with the National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) 
registering their concerns over the fact that children are being used in protests as props. The 
NGO said it was a gross violation of the rights of children and called it child abuse. The 
complaint was filed after several children were seen raising slogans and protesting in Shaheen 
Bagh^. 

In fact, the use of children in the protest was seen as a positive by the media. There were several 
opinion pieces on how these ‘brave women’ who had infant children were bringing their children 
out in the biting December cold to ‘save the constitution’ of India. It was often seen as a 
testament to their ‘strength and grit’. While Congress yet again lent its support to Shaheen Bagh 
and the protest grew from strength to strength, another deeply anti-Hindu poster emerged. 
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The image shows three women wearing a Bindi in Burkha. Below that, are some lines from the 
Faiz poem ‘Hum Dekhenge’. And in the end, there is the Hindu Swastika being ‘smashed’ and 
disintegrating. The imagery of the poster clearly points towards the establishment of Islamist 
supremacy over Hindus and the deep-seated Hinduphobia we have seen throughout the anti-CAA 
protests. The women in Bindis wearing Hijab only remind us of how Islamists view Hindu 
women as conquests and objects to be ‘owned’. A straight parallel that comes to mind is from 
Kashmir. When the Kashmiri Hindus were being raped, murdered and driven away from their 
homes by Islamist hoards, apart from the ‘convert, flee or die’ slogans, one of the calls by 
Islamists in Kashmir was asking Hindu men to leave but to leave their women behind as 
conquests of the Muslims. 


Right below the images of Islamists ‘conquering’ Hindu women, there are lines from the famous 








Faiz poem, ‘Hum dekhenge’. While the Shaheen Bagh protesters have clearly dropped the 
controversial lines from the poem that spoke about the destruction of idols and only the reign of 
Allah surviving, it has to imagine that nestled between the images of Hindu women being 
‘conquered’ by Islamists and the Hindu Swastika being shattered, the protesters meant anything 
but that. At the end of the poster, is, of course, the sacred Hindu symbol of Swastika that lays 
shattered 1122 . 


The deeply anti-Hindu imagery was only an extension of the ‘Jinnah Wali Azadi’ slogans and while 
several left-leaning websites tried to incorrectly fact-check the Hindu Swastika to be the Nazi Swastika 
and implied that the Shaheen Bagh protestors only meant that fascism was being ‘smashed’ in the poster, 

facts and historical evidence points to the contrary[1221. 


The sting video - Sharjeel Imam organized Shaheen Bagh to gain international media 

attention 


On the 19 th of January, an explosive sting operation was aired by news channel Republic TV 1222 . The 
video revealed the exact modus-operandi behind the so-called peaceful protests at Shaheen Bagh. In the 
sting, Sharjeel Imam, the chief of Shaheen Bagh Coordination Committee confessed on camera that the 
original plan was to organize a protest for one day to try and block major roads to attract the ‘western 
media’. “We met on Thursday - 5 December and decided to distribute pamphlets about CAA on Friday. 
We got at least 10,000 to 15,000 pamphlets published and at least 60-70 students from JNU. Different 
teams covered Old Delhi, Seelampur, Okhla, I myself went to Nizamuddin. That is how it all began,” 
Sharjeel Imam had said, explaining the origins of the protests. He added, “We thought if we block roads 
for a day, it will be good. The profit behind that is that we will get international media’s attention. ” 
Talking about the violence witnessed in Shaheen Bagh, he said, “A bearded guy wearing a turban came 
towards us, we had never seen it before. He had a huge flag with him and he said ‘pelt stones’ and people 
started pelting stones - which went on for 10 minutes. ” 


The implications of this speech were multifold. Firstly, what was being touted as an organic 
protest by the media for the past 1 months was proved to be one which was planned and 
coordinated with a specific end in mind. Secondly, it is pertinent to note that Sharjeel Imam, in 
fact, admits to spreading misinformation right before the Jamia riots broke out in December. It is 
also important to note that he specifically mentions Seelampur in his speech, the area where riots 
broke out earlier in December as well. Further in the report, the police action and the details that 
emerge from the police investigation into Sharjeel Imam will reveal just how important these 
implications are and what Sharjeel’s role was in driving the Islamic protests. 


Shaheen Bagh gets support from expected quarters 

In the Muslim-dominated city of Malerkotla, Punjab, people came together to express solidarity 
with Shaheen Bagh ‘protestors’ and were sitting on a ‘Dharna’ against the CAA near Sirhindi 
Gate 0221 . According to Census 2011 data, Muslims form nearly 69% of the city’s population 1222 . 






Hundreds of women from the town along with ‘protestors’ from Delhi took out a march from 
Sirhindi Gate to Kamal Cinema. The protest march was organized by Samvidhan Bachao 
Sangharsh Committee. Nadim Anwar Khan, convener of the joint action committee of the 
morcha said that over 70 organizations had joined hands for the pakka morcha at Sirhindi Gate. 
Khan said, “No doubt Punjab has passed a resolution against the CAA in Vidhan Sabha, but we 
will continue protesting against it till the Centre does not recall it”. The protest march was led by 
Delhi University law student Swati, and activists Bibi Zulekha and Harsharan Kaur. “As of now, 
it is a leader-less campaign. But people from all walks of lives are joining our pakka morcha 
every day,” Khan added 12211 . 


The ghosts of December Delhi riots 

On the 17 th of January, The SIT probing the anti-CAA violence in Uttar Pradesh charged 33 
arrested people for provoking children to pelt stones during the violent protests against the 
Citizenship Amendment Act in December. According to an official, an additional charge under 
the Juvenile Justice Act, 2015, was imposed on 33 people who were arrested earlier for indulging 
in violence during the clashes that broke out on 20 December in Uttar Pradesh. This section was 
added after receiving permission from Chief Judicial Magistrate Ravikant Yadav. As many as 47 
cases were registered at Nagar Kotwali and Civil Lines police stations, in which more than 250 
people were named. 

As on the third week of January, the Police had arrested more 80 people in the matter 1222 ! While 
the Uttar Pradesh government continued its actions against the rioters, Jamia Millia Islamia, and 
Aligarh Muslim University 12221 where the riots started, geared up to approach the court to ensure 
that an FIR is filed against the police for the action they took in the process of trying to stop the 
rioters 12241 . The myopia in the media was such that this skewed move was supported by large 
sections of the Left media and intelligentsia. 


Enter Jamia Coordination Committee and Pinjra Tod - Chalo Jamia campaign 

On the 15 th of January, the protest season in Delhi saw another group joining in when a group 
named ‘Jamia Coordination Committee’ called for a protest against the CAA, NRC and NPR, as 
a remembrance to the so-called ‘police atrocities’ in December when the police was trying to 
control rioters. Hundreds of demonstrators participated in the protest march that called for the 
revocation of the Citizenship Amendment Act that was enacted last month following its passage 
in the lower and upper houses of the Indian parliament. The protestors held anti-CAA, anti-NRC, 
anti-NPR placards while criticizing the government for legislating the Citizenship Act and 
authorizing Delhi Police to act against the protestors who ran riot during the so-called peaceful 
protest against the CAA on December 15, 2019 12a5] . 


The Jamia Coordination Committee and Pinjra Tod, a far-left activist group that was a part of the JCC 
protests had a distinct hand in fanning the Delhi Riots that happened in the last week of February. Their 
role will be discussed in detail later in this report. 




A brutal attack on RSS man returning from a pro-CAA rally and radical Islamists arrested 

The Bengaluru police on 23 rd of January arrested six members of radical Islamic organization 
Social Democratic Party of India (SDPI) in connection with the attempted murder of an RSS 
worker Vamn Bhoopalam. They also unearthed a plot to kill influential Hindu ideologue 
Chakravarthy Sulibele and Bengaluru South MP Tejasvi Surya. 


31-year-old BJP cadre Varun Bhoopalam was attacked with machetes and knives while he was returning 
from a pro-Citizenship Amendment Act gathering at Town Hall on December 22. The Bengaluru police 
soon began to nab the culprits and arrested six SDPI members in connection with an attempt to kill BJP 
worker Varun Bhoopalam. During the investigation, the six accused revealed to the investigating officials 
that they were hired as hitmen to stab social worker Chakravarthy Sulibele and Tejasvi Surya, who had 
also taken part at the gathering on December 22. 


The arrested included Mohammed Ishan (33), SyedAkbar (46), Syed Siddique Akbar (30), Akbar Basha 
(27), Sanaullah Pasha (28) and Sadiq-ul-Ameen (39). 


Initially, the gang pelted seven stones at the crowd to create chaos near the rally site and to create 
a distraction so that they could attack either one of the influential leaders. However, the stone- 
pelting did not create any ruckus at the gathering. As their plan failed, the gang wanted to kill 
any of the Hindu workers who attended the rally. 

Later, they followed Varun Bhoopalam who was on his way home on a rented bike. They 
attacked him near Kalasipalya and fled towards Bidadi. In fact, two of them returned to see if the 
man had indeed died. But by then Vamn was shifted to Victoria Hospital and later survived 1223 . 

Politicians lying and fanning violence in January 

1) Senior Congress leader Kapil Sibal said that CAA is national legislation and no state can say 
that it will not implement CAA. He also stressed on the importance of not scoring political 
brownies. Sibal highlighted that a State is within its right to oppose the law or pass a resolution 
in the Assembly asking the Union Government to withdraw it. He stated that NRC is loosely 
based on NPR, the implementation of which has to be carried out by the local registrar. He 
questioned whether the State Government is going to oppose its own state-level officers. Kapil 
Sibal reiterated that a State cannot however constitutionally prevent the implementation of a law 
passed by the Parliament. He asserted that such a move would be “problematic” and pave the 
way for many difficulties 1223 . 

Interestingly, this statement by Sibal came after Congress ruled states and those like West 
Bengal ruled by TMC had categorically stated that they will not be implementing the CAA, NRC 
or NPR. This only displayed how the political opposition to the CAA was merely a political ploy 
rather than opposition rooted in reason. 

2) Aam Aadmi Party led by Arvind Kejriwal gave ticket to one Abdul Rehman 1223 to contest 
from New Delhi’s Seelampur constituency in the upcoming Delhi elections. Rehman, along with 
ex-Congress MLA Mateen Ahmed, were named in an FIR by Delhi Police for ‘provoking the 




crowd’ to join the protests that turned violent 12221 . 

3) The District Magistrate of Rajgarh in Congress-ruled Madhya Pradesh was spotted assaulting 
people at a pro-CAA and NRC rally in Rajgarh. The DM was accompanied by the Deputy as 
well when peaceful protesters were slapped and pushed around for organizing a demonstration in 
favour of the Citizenship Amendment Act 1222 . 

4) After spending almost a month in Tihar jail for defying prohibitory orders and instigating the 
crowd which turned violent near Delhi Gate on December 20, the Bhim Army chief 
Chandrashekhar Azad was granted bail. The conditions of the bail granted to him included him 
staying away from Delhi till the elections, not participating in any protests including the Shaheen 
Bagh protests 12111 . However, since the court gave him 24 hours to leave Delhi, in the interim 
period, he was seen sitting with a copy of India’s constitution outside the Jama Masjid in Delhi. 
After spending an hour there, Azad planned to visit Ravidas temple, a gurdwara and a church 
before addressing a press conference at around 4 pm. He had time till about 630PM before he 
had to leave Delhi as per his bail conditions 12121 . 


The last 10 days of January 


One has to bear in mind that the Delhi riots, of which the months of December and January were 
considered a build-up broke out towards the end of February. Just a month before the Delhi riots 
broke out, not all was calm and the violence, which had started in December continued well in 
January and even later. In the last 10 days of January, we saw an unpreceded backlash against 
those who supported the Citizenship Amendment Act. While minor incidents continued to 
happen all through December and January, these incidents clearly indicated that something 
sinister was afoot. 

Along with backlash against the supporters, the constant fear-mongering and rumour-peddling 
also started to have its effect when women with NGOs started being attacked while on duty, over 
rumours that they were collecting data for NRC. The week, however, started with the Supreme 
Court on the 22 nd of January refusing to put a stay on the implementation of the Citizenship 
Amendment Act. Refusing to put a stay on Citizenship Law, and NPR, the top court gave the 
central government 4 weeks’ time to respond to the petitions contesting the legality of the 
Citizenship Amendment Act 1 ^. 


Four incidents of attacks on social workers mistaken for NRC officials 

1) On the 23 rd of January, a woman, Nazeeran Bano, was attacked by a mob in Brijdham area in 
Bharatpur, Kota, Rajasthan, over rumours that she was collecting data for NRC. The mob 
snatched Bano’s mobile phone and deleted all the data she collected on an app. She was later 
asked to recite a verse from the Quran to prove her identity. The crowd was only pacified and let 
her off after the woman showed them an “Ayat Al-Kursi (The Throne Verse) card” from her 
wallet to prove that she was a Muslim just like them. 

Bano later told the reporters that the residents in the Brijdham area initially provided all the 
required data for but later 4-5 families called her back and asked her to delete the data saying 
they did not want any information about the family to be shared 12141 . 

2) Around the same time, the house of a 20-year-old girl called Chumki Khatun was set on fire 
by a mob in West Bengal’s Birbhum over rumours that she was collecting data for NRC. The 
incident happened in Gourbazar village in Mallarpur police station area. As reported by India 
Today, Khatun worked with an NGO on contract where it was training rural women to 
smartphones effectively. As part of her training, Khatun collected some general data. This fueled 
the rumours that she was collecting data for NRC 12121 . 

3) On the very next day, a senior Accredited Social Health Activist (ASHA) worker and an 
Anganwadi worker was brutally thrashed by a Muslim family in Irukkuzi in Kollam district of 
Kerala after being mistaken as CAA-NRC officials. 

According to a report by United News of India^ASHA worker Maheswari Amma, who is in 
her 50s, was with a group of other ASHA workers to administer polio vaccine in the statewide 
drive held on January 19. However, she was thrashed by a Muslim family after they thought that 
the ASHA workers were collecting information for the National Register of Citizens. 

Maheshwari Amma had gone to Sainuddin’s house to identify children who were not given the 
polio vaccine. After inquiry, the Sainuddin family informed the ASHA workers that they had no 
kid aged below the age of five. As Maheshwari Amma proceeded to put a mark on the house’s 
boundary wall for documentation purposes, the Muslim family became angry and assaulted her 
while destroying her polio vaccine bottles, after presuming that they were out to collect 
citizenship details 12121 . 

4) A polio vaccination team was kept hostage and beaten up in Meerut, Uttar Pradesh, after the 
locals mistook that the team was collecting data for the National Population Register (NPR). The 
incident took place on 25th January when a team of three vaccinators reached Lisari Gate locality 
in Meerut. Two of the nurses managed to escape and inform police about the situation. 

Kabir Ahmad Khan, one of the officers for the immunization programme said, as per the rule, the 
vaccinators need to enter the name of willing parents in a yellow-coloured tally register. When 
they asked for the names, the people started protesting and soon they were surrounded by a mob. 
The immunizing officers tried to calm the mob and showed them their ID proofs and vaccine box 
but instead of calming down, they attacked one of the team members. The mob then tore away 
the register and the local women took one of the female staff of the immunization team as a 


hostage. Eventually, the WHO (World Health Organization) field monitor and senior staff of the 
immunization programme reached the place and tried to explain the situation. Following the 
incident, the police registered complaints against the accused* 2123 . 


The attacks on those who supported C AA 

1) Vyas Vishwanathan, a Doctor by profession, was doxxed, accused of being genocidal without 
any proper evidence and ultimately forced to resign from the hospital he worked in at Palakkad, 
Kerala. On the 20th of January, he was given 24 hours within which to submit his resignation 
and vacate his room. And Dr Vishwanathan had to endure the entire ordeal only because he 
supported the CAA on social media and voiced his support for measures to throw out illegal 
immigrants out of the country. 

It all began on the 19th of January when a Twitter handle published personal details of Dr 
Vishwanathan online with the primary intention of damaging his reputation and his career 
prospects. She accused him of being a ‘religious fanatic’ who wants to ‘kick out Muslims’ from 
the country. Several individuals started writing to the hospital where he worked. The hospital 
demanded that Dr Vishwanathan submit his resignation and pack his bags. Dr Vishwanathan at 
the time said that he has no hatred for Muslims at all, he just doesn’t want illegal immigration 
into the country and wants them deported. On previous occasions, he had supported Muslims 
during controversies. Eventually, the doctor lost his job simply because he wanted illegal 
immigrants to be deported 12121 . 

2) Muslim anti-CAA protestors attacked a pen shop in Chennai for selling pens that carried a 
pro-CAA message on the 23 rd of January. According to a report in Swarajya Magazine, the 
Muslim mobs assembled in front of a shop in Chennai’s Richie Street after the owner of the shop 
sold pens with texts bearing the label, “We support CAA (Citizenship Amendment Act) & NRC 
(National Register of Citizens)” The video of the anti-CAA protest went viral on social media. In 
the video, it can be seen that a group of Muslims gathered outside the shop and can be heard 
raising slogans against the newly enacted legislation. The owner of the shop even alleged that he 
received death threats over the incident by the Muslim mob 12221 . The video of the same can be 
watched in the referenced link 12211 . 

3) It was reported on the 23 rd of January that the Hindu residents of a colony at Kuttipuram in 
Malappuram district of Kerala were being denied drinking water and had to face a boycott 
allegedly by Muslim groups for supporting the government on the historic Citizenship 
Amendment Act (CAA). A person living near the colony used to supply drinking water for the 
Hindu dominated colony. However, after protests against CAA got heated up the Hindus of the 
colony were denied water. 

Shobha Karandlaje, the BJP MP from Karnataka too flagged the issue on social media stating 
that Hindus of Kuttippuram Panchayath of Malappuram were denied water supply as they 
supported CAA, however, accusing her of lying and creating unrest, an FIR was filed against 
her 12221 . After the incident was trashed as ‘false’ by vested interests, Times of India published 
more details 12221 emerging from the horrific case, that a Muslim family supplying water to the 
neighbourhood stopped the supply to these Hindu families from January 17 after three among 
them reportedly participated in an event called ‘Janajagratha Sadass’ supporting CAA. This 
event was held at Valanchery town a week ago. 

Times of India reported that Akhila Chemkunnu Parambil, a Hindu resident had said that the one 


Muslim family who supplied the water was pressurized by people of his community to stop 
supplying water to them, after photos of three men of the colony attending the pro-CAA program 
was circulated on a social media group. “Recently, they arranged a facility to pump water from a 
water source to their home. They offered three buckets of water to each of the families in the 
colony. 

On Friday, a woman member of the family told us that photos of three men of the colony 
attending the pro-CAA programme as being circulating on a social media group in the locality 
and the family cannot continue to provide water as they were under pressure from a section of 
people to stop the supply”, Akhila had said. CP Velayudhan, a former CPM branch committee 
member, also confirmed that since the Muslim family had suddenly stopped supplying water 
many people in the colony, irrespective of party affiliations, were affected. 

However, Sainudheen Kalappadathil, a member of the Muslim family has been quoted by the 
TOI report that the water supply was hindered due to some technical problem. After the water 
supply was stopped by the Muslim family, RSS’ Seva Bharati has stepped in and have been 
supplying water to the colony 122 ®. Following the boycott of Hindus by Muslims, there is 
widespread anger for blocking the basic necessity of these residents. It is pertinent to note that 
Malappuram in Kerala has one of the highest concentrations of Muslim population and according 
to Census data nearly 70% of residents of the district are Muslims. 

4) On the 23 rd of January, a pro-CAA rally was attacked with stones, petrol bombs and weapons 
in Lohardaga, Jharkhand, leading to panic, violence and serious law and order issue in the 
area 122 ®. Section 144 was imposed 122 ® After a vicious stone-pelting near a Mosque left several 
people, including policemen injured. While the pro-CAA rally by VHP was in the procession, 
stones were hurled as it reached the Amlatoli Chowk area. Several shops were burnt and some 
two-wheelers were set on fire following the attack, which further sparked tensions in the area. In 
a video shared by VHP on social media, a police officer can be heard saying that the stones were 
pelted from the mosque at the rally. As per the video, the policemen were also injured in the 
stone-pelting. The VHP alleged that stones and petrol bombs were hurled at the rally targeting 
homes of Hindus as well as women. The videos can be viewed in the referenced link. 

Soon after stone-pelting and mayhem at the rally, the violence spread to almost the entire city, 
peaceful participants of the rally were seen running to save their lives from the violent mob. 
Ground reports from local media stated 122 ® that the Muslim mob that had gone on a rampage with 
weapons, petrol bombs and stones at the rally, later identified the shops and houses of Hindus in 
the area and burned them. Even the houses with families inside them were attacked and burned. 

The police had to fire over 100 rounds and tear gas shells to dispel the violent Muslim mob. 
Even police officers were reportedly attacked. Hindus in the area alleged that they were stunned 
by the level of hatred and violence shown by the people who were living among them. Over a 
hundred two-wheelers were gutted in the town. Many cars and other vehicles were vandali z ed 
and attacked too. Despite many interventions and requests by the police, the Muslim mob 
allegedly did not deter from violence. 


Local reports indicated that the vandalized or burnt houses were selected and marked. The 
houses of those Hindus, who had either participated in the rally or against whom people from the 
Muslim mob held a grudge, were targeted specifically. Many houses have been looted as well 
and the attack was well-planned and was executed so swiftly that the police remained clueless. 
The most shocking part of the incident was, however, that the stones that rained down at the 
Hindus did not only come from the mosque, but also the Congress office, it was alleged by the 
victims 1222 . The violence at Lohardaga claimed the life of one Hindu. Neeraj Ram Prajapati was 
bleeding into his brain that resulted in septic shock and he died of a cardiac arrest on the 27 th of 
January 2020 1222 . 

The police claimed that Neeraj’s death had nothing to do with the violence that had ensued on 
the 23 rd of January. However, as per Neeraj Prajapati’s family members, Neeraj was hit on the 
head with an iron rod by the violent mob on 23 January. He was forced to hide in his shop to 
save his life. On reaching home, he lost consciousness and fainted. The ambulance service was 
denied to the family despite repeated requests. 

Neeraj was taken to the Orchid hospital but the doctors raised their hands and instead referred 
him to Rajendra Institute of Medical Sciences (RIMS). He breathed his last after battling with 
life for 5 days. Neeraj’s neighbour told Oplndia that the police were not permitting anyone to 
meet the family members of the victim and are allegedly constantly pressurizing her to say that 
Neeraj died due to a fall in the bathroom. 

Neeraj’s brother-in-law, Santosh, had reached Ranchi to record his statement where he accused 
the police and the administration of making false claims. He stated that he does not know why 
the police are intimidating them to change their statement. He said that Neeraj’s had suffered 
head injuries after being hit by a rod during the violence by the Muslim mob on 23 January in 
Lohardaga. Even their initial statement to the police had stated the same a copy of which can be 
read in the referenced link 12321 . 

Over 100 people have received injuries in the violence. Over 2 dozen people were admitted at the 
Lohardaga government hospital. The rally had several women participants too, who have been 
injured in the mob attack. 24 policemen were injured too 12211 . On the 31 st of January, 22 persons 
were arrested by the Jharkhand Police in connection with the violence at Lohardaga which 
resulted in the death of Neeraj Prajapati 12321 . 


More provocation 

1) The former student union president of AMU, Faizul Hasan while delivering a speech 12221 
against the amended Citizenship Act and NRC on January 21, was heard provoking the crowd 
and also making several offensive remarks against HM Amit Shah. Trying to instigate the 
listeners, Hasan said: “If you want to see patience then look at the Muslims of India. From the 
year 1947 until now, the Muslims in India have shown a lot of patience”, claimed Hasan, who 
furthered that if people of his community are angered or provoked, they will destroy India. 

“We never want Hindustan to be broken, otherwise nobody can stop us from doing so. We are 
from that community if we come to ruin, we will not leave any country. We are so angry, but we 
don’t want to break the country. To save this country, we have fought, given up our lives, so we 
will always try to save the country. Amit Shah should not do this. On one hand, he is cutting our 
throats and on the other, he is also threatening us’, Hasan had claimed. 

Throwing an open challenge at HM Amit Shah to debate on CAA and NRC, Hasan furthered: 
“Let Amit Shah argue with our class 12 students. I am sure he will lose to them. Even if he 
manages to give me five valid points, I will stand with him in support of CAA. However, we 
have at least 50 points against the CAA-NRC. Tomorrow when BJP is ousted from power, he 
(Amit Shah) will be the first to be expelled from the party” 12241 . A couple of days later, an FIR 
was filed against Hasan for his provocative speech saying that Muslims can destroy this country 
if they wanted 12221 . 

2) In a video that surfaced, Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) student leader Afreen Fatima was 
seen inciting Muslims. She challenged the integrity of the country’s highest judicial body by 
raising doubts over its crucial decisions like that on Ram Mandir and hanging of terrorist Afzal 
Guru 12221 . 

3) On the Republic Day of India, the Uttar Pradesh police booked more than 700 students of the 
Aligarh Muslim University (AMU) for blocking roads in the city. Defying prohibitory orders, the 
students blocked the arterial road near Chungi gate in the city demanding the release of a former 
student, Ahmad Mustafa Faraz, who was held for allegedly heckling AMU Vice-Chancellor 
(VC) Tariq Mansoor during his Republic Day speech 1223 . 


The investigation into Delhi December violence continues, political links emerge further 

1) On 24 th of January, Delhi Police Crime Branch issued a notice to former Congress MLA Asif 
Mohd Khan, under Section 160 of CrPC, asking him to appear before Crime Branch 
Chanakyapuri today for questioning in connection with the anti-CAA riots that broke out in 
Jamia and New Friends Colony in Delhi in December 2019. A notice was also issued to local 
political leader Ashu Khan asking him to appear before Crime Branch Chanakyapuri for 
questioning in connection with Jamia Nagar riots that took place against CAA. AISA member 
Chandan Kumar has also been summoned 1222 ! 

2) The Delhi Police nabbed a 22-year-old man 12221 for his involvement in the violent anti-CAA 
riots near Jamia Millia Islamia in Delhi. The accused was identified as Furkan, a resident of 
Jamia Nagar. Furkan’s father Muhammad Naeem said police took his son on the basis of the 
CCTV footage which showed him carrying a container but it was not known whether there was 
water or petrol in it. 

Interestingly, AAP leader Amanatullah Khan who had instigated riots near Jamia Millia 
university created ruckus demanding his release 1242 ! 

3) Uttar Pradesh Special Task Force (STF) arrested controversial ‘doctor’ Kafeel Khan on the 
30 th of January for his inflammatory remarks during an anti-Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) 
protests in Aligarh. Kafeel Khan was arrested in Mumbai for making a provocative speech at the 
Aligarh Muslim University campus during the protest on December 12 that ultimately turned 
violent. Activist Yogendra Yadav was the other speaker at the event 12411 . 

4) The Delhi Police Crime Branch arrested one Mohammad Iliyas for rioting during Anti-CAA 
protests. He is said to be identified by police through CCTV footage and pictures of the riots in 
Jamia 12421 . 




Police found evidence that Illiya was involved in rioting that had taken place at Jamia area in 
Delhi on December 13 during protests against the CAA. 


6) 5 members belonging to the Islamic fundamentalist organization of Popular Front of India 
(PFI) were arrested in Kanpur on charges of instigating violence during the anti-CAA riots. 
According to the Kanpur police, the arrested 5 PFI members were named in the previous FIR 
filed after December 20 violence. They had reportedly also planned to disrupt chief minister 
Yogi Adityanath’s visit to Kanpur on the 31 st of January by protesting against the CAA. The 
police asserted that all 5 arrested were absconding since the December 20 violence and were 
charged under various sections of the IPC for instigating violence, rioting and attempt to 
murder 1243 ! 



7) On Friday, 31 January, former AMUSU vice president Sajjad Subhan Rather had arrived at 
the protest venue in Shajmahal area to incite the women. He demanded a tent to be placed and a 
stage to be set so he can deliver a speech there. The local police refused to provide permission 







and this reportedly led to a verbal spat between Sajjad’s supporters and the police. 

Amidst the situation, rumours were spread that Sajjad may be arrested by the police. Fearing 
arrest, Sajjad then went among the women and borrowed a Burkha to cover himself and pass off 
as a woman protestor 12441 . 


Political shenanigans 

The Delhi elections were just weeks away. The polling was supposed to be held in the second 
week of February. Ahead of the elections, AAP’s Manish Sisodia extended support to Shaheen 
Bagh 1244 and in turn, Kapil Mishra, BJP leader said that the elections were a contest between 
India (BJP) and Pakistan (AAP) considering the later’s support for Islamists opposing the 
CAA 1244 . 


More venom of Sharjeel Imam surfaces along with his links to AAP’s Amanatullah Khan, 

and his final arrest 

Sharjeel Imam’s venomous speech had made an appearance earlier. It was proved that he had 
made provocative speeches right before the December riots and was also the mastermind behind 
the Shaheen Bagh protests. Simultaneously, we had also seen how Shaheen Bagh protests had 
turned deeply Islamic and chants of ‘Jinnah Wali Azadi’ were heard, meaning that the protestors 
wanted a second partition of India. 


Another speech of Sharjeel Imam surfaced where he was clearly talking about wanting to break India up 
and create another partition of India. A series of videos surfaced in which Sharjeel Imam, the chief 
coordinator of Shaheen Bagh protest and a The Wire columnist was seen instigating Muslims of the 
country to break India by cutting off North-east from the rest of the country. Sharjeel Imam, while 
speaking to Muslim mobs, says, "Our main aim is to permanently cut Assam and North-east India from 

rest of India”. 


He added, “If 5 lakhs Muslims are organized then we can cut the North-east from rest of India. If 
we cannot do it permanently, at least we can cut North-east from India for months. Our 
responsibility is to cut Assam from India so the Govt will hear our voice. If we have to help 
Assam then we will have to cut Assam from the rest of India.” 

In the video, Imam further said that the non-Muslim population of the country should now stand 
with the demands of the Muslims. Inciting Muslims by spreading fake news, Imam says that 
Muslims are being discriminated against through the Citizenship Amendment Act and are being 
put into a detention camp. Imam then says, “We need to block Assam including the movement of 
Armed Forces and the supplies. Chicken Neck belongs to Muslims,” he claimed. 
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Siliguri Corridor or Chicken’s neck. 


The Siliguri Corridor or Chicken’s Neck is a narrow stretch of land of about 22 kilometers 
located in the Indian state of West Bengal, that connects India’s northeastern states to the rest of 
India, with the countries of Nepal and Bangladesh lying on either side of the corridor. The 
Siliguri Corridor is one of India’s most important strategic communication lines as it passes 
through the rail and road networks that feed the primary military formations located in the North 
East which will counter China during a conflict. 


Another video ofSharjeel Imam surfaced in which he was seen instigating Muslim population of the 
country and brainwashing them by stating that Constitution of the country should not matter to Muslims 
and that they only should believe in it when they get power to change it. Further, Sharjeel Imam was seen 
instigating Muslims to flare up riots across the country. 


Addressing an audience, Sharjeel admitted that the protests happening across the country had 
communal undertones while exhorting Muslims to be a force to reckon with and shun 
secularism, that is responsible for the plight of Muslims for the last 70 years 1223 . Sharjeel also 
claimed that the Father of Nation- Mahatma Gandhi was the biggest fascist of the 20th century 
and the earliest enabler of the Hindu Rashtra. 


Interestingly, in yet another video that surfaced, Imam was seen asking Muslims to prepare for protests 
after Friday prayer and standing right beside him, wasAAP leader Amanatullah Khan who was earlier 

booked for instigating violence during the December protestsThese videos of his speeches can be 

watched in the referenced link t^2I. 










Investigation into Sharjeel Imam and what it revealed 

Following these videos surfacing, the police leapt into action. Several FIRs were filed against 
him in Assam 12221 , Manipur and Arunachal Pradesh 12211 and the police raided his house in Bihar 
and arrested three people. The Delhi police too filed an FIR against him and dispatched two 
teams to nab Sharjeel Imam 12221 . On the 28 th of January, Sharjeel Imam’s brother was arrested 
from Bihar in an attempt to ascertain his whereabouts 12221 . 

On the same day, Sharjeel Imam was arrested, with the help of his girlfriend 12221 by the Police 
from Bihar’s Jehanabad. Sedition charges were filed against him in multiple states for his 
remarks urging Muslims to cut off North East India from the rest of the country by blocking the 
Chicken’s neck. The arrest was made by the Delhi Police Crime Branch after he was absconding 
for four days 12221 . 

Sharjeel was being investigated post arrest by the anti-Terror unit 12221 , and the police said that he 
was highly radicalized and had no regret for what he did 1222 . He thought that India should be an 
Islamic country. During the investigation, it was also revealed that Sharjeel Imam had prepared 
pamphlets with false information on CAA and NRC to incite Muslims and distributed it in 
Mosques 12221 . It was also revealed that Sharjeel Imam had visited the Shaheen Bagh site two days 
before the protest started to organize the protests 12221 . Further, 3 Jamia student’s namely Abdul 
Bari, Junaid Ashraf and Rahim Yusuf came under the Special Investigation Team’s (SIT) 
scanner for their link with Sharjeel Imam. The SIT found that Imam was not alone when he 
addressed the crowd at Jamia Millia Islamia and Aligarh Muslim University two days prior to the 
anti-CAA violence in Jamia last month. 

These three Jamia students had allegedly accompanied Imam. Reports indicated that the three 
students, Abdul Bari, Junaid Ashraf and Rahim Yusuf were spotted during the riots and at the 
protest attended by Sharjeel Imam. Their role during the protest on December 13 started being 
probed and they were interrogated by the SIT 12221 . The Crime Branch team of Delhi Police also 
recovered Imam’s phone from a house in Jehanabad district of Bihar. 


The police were looking for Sharjeel’s mobile since the day the police arrested him. By the 31 st of 
January, Sharjeel Imam’s links to radical Islamic outfits PFI and Islamic Youth Federation (IYF) started 
being probed. Several radical youths from the PFI were arrested over the months for the violence that 
had erupted in India and IYF was founded as a consequence of a merger between various Radical 
Islamic organizations that used to operate under the umbrella of Federation of Islamic Youth 
Organizations (FIYO) since 11 January 2009. At the end of 2018, the member groups ofFIYO decided to 
come together and form a single group in order to build a single nationwide student movement. Thus, on 

the 31st of March, 2019, all these groups ofFIYO came together to form the IYF^^l. 


While Sharjeel Imam was clearly instrumental in fomenting trouble since December, several 
Islamists jumped to his defense terming the action taken against him as one that was born out of 
Islamophobia (alleged by JNUSU 12221 ). Even his intent to break up India and cut off Assam from 
the rest of the country was defended 12221 . 

Aysha Renna and Ladeeda Sakaloon alias Ladeeda Farzana, Jamia Millia Islamia students who 




were seen calling for Jihad before the December violence, came out in support of Shaheen Bagh 
mastermind Sharjeel Imam. They whitewashed his comments, unconditionally supported him, 
demanded that cases against him be dropped 12241 and urged Muslims to assert their Islamic 
identity. Even as hundreds of students of IIT-Bombay and professors took out a Tiranga march to 
support CAA and oppose the communal undertones, the Left students of the institutes painted 
posters supporting Islamist Imam 1224 . 


Shaheen Bagh shenanigans 

On the 29 th of January, a woman’s condition turned critical and she was kept on life support 
system as she could not reach hospital on time owing to road blockade at Shaheen Bagh by anti- 
CAA protestors 1223 . On the same day, a lawyer and an author were dangerously heckled at 
Shaheen Bagh while participating in a television debate from the scene of the protest 1223 . 

Meanwhile, emulating Shaheen Bagh protest, hundreds of women began a sit-in protest on a road 
in Nagpada area in South Mumbai since the January 26 night in opposition to the CAA-NPR- 
NRC 1223 . 


A false-flag operation? 

On the 28th evening, a gun-wielding man had entered Shaheen Bagh ‘protest’ site in New Delhi 
and had threatened the ‘protestors’, reportedly demanding them to vacate the area. The protestors 
had claimed that the men had allegedly warned them to “clear the road or people will die”. With 
a police investigation underway, it was soon revealed that the pistol has been seized and it is 
registered in the name of one Mohammad Luqman, a property dealer based in the same area. 

Media reports revealed that the man who brandished the gun was linked to AAP. It was revealed 
that a delegation of local leaders and AAP counselors had reportedly visited the area and 
Luqman, who carried a gun, was a part of the delegation. During an argument with protestors 
over road blockage, the gun was snatched by one person and was brandished to threaten the 
people gathered. The AAP denied any link with the incident 1223 . 

However, even before the details of the incident were out, several vested interests who had been 
propping the violent protests since December, including Left-leaning journalists started blaming 
the ruling party and specifically, its leader Anurag Thakur. 

On January 27, while addressing an election rally in Delhi, Anurag Thakur, who is Union 
Minister of State for Finance, led his supporters to chant the slogan: “Desh ke gaddaro ko, goli 
maro sa**lon ko.” 1223 On the same day as the supposed shooting, Parvesh Verma, another BJP 
leader had said that if the BJP was voted to power, the Shaheen Bagh area would be emptied 1223 . 
The EC had removed Thakur and Verma as BJP’s star campaigners soon after their comments 
were made 12221 . 

To many, it did seem suspect that after weeks of riots violence and arson by Muslim mobs, two 
statements made by two leaders had resulted in the attempted shooting especially, when the links 
emerged to AAP. This led several people to believe that this might have been a false flag 
operation to blame the BJP for violence ahead of the Delhi elections. 


Another shooting with lots of questions 

On the 30 th of January, a man opened fire outside the Jamia Millia Islamia University in Delhi 
during the ongoing protests against the Citizenship Amendment Act. He was taken into police 
custody and one individual has been injured. The student of Jamia Millia Islamia who was 
injured in his wrist was then taken to the hospital for treatment. 

In the video that emerged, several discrepancies emerged like how the journalists were 
nonchalantly walking towards the man brandishing the gun and several questions were raised 
about whether the incident was staged 12221 . Interestingly, his name on the Facebook profile 
purported to belong to him was ‘Rambhakt Gulshan’ (name changed since he turned out to be a 
minor). Even after the shooting incident, when he identified himself to the police and the media, 
he mentioned his name as ‘Rambhakt Gulshan’. It was rather strange for a shooter to identify 
himself with his religious belief while identifying himself to the police. It was then speculated by 
many that the event might have been stage to shield the Islamist, however, no solid proof to back 
that theory emerged 12241 . 

However, several questions kept emerging as more information started trickling in. His Facebook 
page was only started in January after the Delhi elections were announced and his Facebook 
page ‘likes’ indicated that while he was being painted as a “Hindu fundamentalist”, his interests 
were not aligned with that dispensation. For example, he had ‘liked’ the pages of entertainer Ajaz 
Khan, who had threatened Hindus several times in the past and declared that he considers the 
Quran far superior than the Constitution of India and Chandrashekhar Azad who was asked to 
stay away from the CAA protests because he was provoking people. 

The most clinching discrepancy, however, was that while Gulshan was in police custody, his 
Facebook profile was deleted by someone and an old dormant Facebook page surprisingly 
resurfaced 12221 . After his arrest, the police had also said that Gulshan was walking with the Jamia 
protestors, who had no permission to hold the protest, and later walked ahead and brandished a 
gun 1220 . 

Interestingly, it was only a couple of days since Islamist Sharjeel Imam was arrested for making 
seditious speeches. News had also emerged that he is unapologetic and highly radicalized, 
wanting to turn India into an Islamic nation. When such news surfaced and with the media trying 
to whitewash Sharjeel as a ‘peace activist and scholar’, the coincidence of this Jamia shooting 
taking place on the 30th of January cannot be ignored. 

Also, on the 30 th of January, Nathuram Godse, who several people like to erroneously call a 
‘Hindu terrorist’ had shot Mahatma Gandhi in a political assassination. That this ‘Rambhakt’ 
mysteriously surfaced from the crowd of protesters to wield a gun, along with the other questions 
that point towards a conspiracy, the fact that the Left wanted to create a false Godse-Gandhi 
equivalence cannot be ignored. 


ED tracks the money for anti-CAA violence to PFI 

The Enforcement Directorate claimed that the Islamic radicals of Popular Front of India (PFI) are 
behind the funding of the violent anti-CAA protests across several parts of the country that 
ensued following the passage of the Citizenship Amendment Act by both the houses of the 
parliament in December 2019. The explosive investigation reports claim that the PFI spent about 
120 crores in a month to orchestrate the violent riots in the country, naming eminent lawyers 
Kapil Sibal, Indira Jaising and Dushyant Dave also as the beneficiaries of PFI’s funding. 

According to the probe agency reports cited by Zee News, following the enactment of the 
Citizenship Amendment Act, PFI started mysteriously receiving monetary funds. It further added 
that it seemed like the depositors were expressly instructed to make donations less than Rs 
50,000 at a time. The modes of transactions were mainly cash, RTGS/NEFT. Overall, 120 crores 
were credited to a total of 73 accounts held by PFI, its related entity namely Rehab India 
foundation and several individuals associated with the PFI. Rs 120 crore was routed through 73 
different bank accounts to avoid scrutiny. 

Among these, as per reports, 27 bank accounts were opened in the name of Popular Front of 
India. 9 bank accounts belong to Rehab India Foundation, an organization associated with PFI 
and the same organization has opened 37 bank accounts in the name of 17 different people and 
organizations. The report stated that the money was withdrawn on or a day before the anti-CAA 
protests, thereby proving beyond doubt PFI’s role in sponsoring the anti-CAA riots. As per bank 
transactions records accessed by the ED, the transaction dates in the bank accounts held by PFI 
matches with the dates of violence which points towards the direct correlation between the 
violent protests and the PFI 1223 . 

Fawyer Dushyant Dave claimed that he had received money from PFI 2 years ago and it is not 
linked with anti-CAA protests. Congress leader Kapil Sibal claimed that he had received money 
from PFI only during 2017-18 for the Hadiya Fove Jihad case for his ‘professional services’. He 
even threatened the media with lawsuits if anyone was to report how his name had come up in 
the investigation 122 ^. In another shocking revelation shared by Zee News, it has been found that 9 
offices of PFI and related organizations have also been opened in the Delhi’s Shaheen Bagh area 
to fund the ongoing protest against the CAA. 


Events of February 

The first two weeks of February - Days before the Delhi riots 2020 
More provocation and another shooting 

On the 1 st of February, another shooting took place near the Shaheen Bagh protest site where the 
individual shot in the air and subsequently got arrested. The suspect was identified as one Kapil, 
a resident of East Delhi. He fired three shots but no injuries were reported as a result of the 
shooting. While he was being taken into custody, the suspect said, “Hamare desh me kisi aur ki 
nahi chalegi, has Hinduon ki chalegi (Only the writ of Hindus shall run in India, no one 
else’s).” 12221 

In this shooting too, there were several questions raised even as Islamists and the Left jumped to 
say that a “Hindu Radical” opened fire near a spot where Muslims were protesting in Shaheen 
Bagh 12221 . 

By the 4 th of February, Delhi police made a shocking revelation regarding Shaheen Bagh shooter, 
Kapil Gujjar and his father's link with the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP). According to the Crime 
Branch, Gujjar, the man who opened fire near the anti-CAA protest at Shaheen Bagh on 
February 1 and his father became members of Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s AAP in 
early 2019. The Delhi Crime Branch found certain pictures on the mobile phone of Kapil Gujjar. 

In these pictures, Kapil Gujjar could be seen with AAP leaders such as Atishi Marlena and 
Sanjay Singh. In the pictures, AAP Dy CM Manish Sisodia and AAP leaders such as Atishi and 
Sanjay Singh, who had even blamed Home Minister Amit Shah for the incident of shooting 12211 , 
were seen felicitating Kapil Gujjar and his father. Kapil Gujjar in his statement to the police 
accepted that both he and his father had political aspirations and in order to fulfil it, they joined 
the Aam Aadmi Party in 2019. He further confessed to the Delhi Police that he had bought the 
pistol seven years back for celebratory firing during his brother’s wedding 12221 . 

Even though AAP tried to hide its tracks and delete evidence of Kapil’s association with AAP 
which was publicly available^The cat was out of the bag and questions were raised about 
whether this shooting was actually a set up not just to tarnish the government in power, but also 
Hindus in general, in order to shield the Islamists who had been running amuck since December. 


Details of police personnel injured during the Jamia riots emerge 


On the 4 th of February, details of the number of people injured during the Jamia violence emerged. The 
attack unleashed by Islamist mobs inside the Jamia Millia Islamia university during the anti-CAA 
protests had caused injuries to as many as 62 police personnel and 127 other citizens. This was revealed 
by Minister of State for Home Affairs G Kishan Reddy in Lok Sabha. 


Minister of State for Home G Kishan Reddy also informed that the Delhi Police had entered the 
university campus chasing the violent congregation of students/mob, to nab/disperse the 
offenders, control the situation and to protect the government property as well as saving the lives 
of innocent students residing in the area. 

“As reported by the Delhi Police, three cases were registered against the mob, who were found 
involved in unlawful activities and defacing the public property while protesting against the 
amended law”, he said. 

“Fifteen persons have been arrested by the Delhi Police. Sixty-two police personnel and 127 
persons, including 36 students, were injured,” he said replying to a written question 12211 . 




Shaheen Bagh and the infant deaths 

Oplndia reported on the Shaheen Bagh protests from the ground in the first week of February, 
2020. By the time our journalists Nirwa Mehta and Ravi Agrahari reached the spot, it became 
evident that they were quite unwelcome. Apart from the eyes that looked at them with suspicion, 
they also had to subject herself to a ‘security-check’, by people who were obviously not from the 
government. 

The ‘protesters’ asked unfamiliar faces their names, checked their bags and if they were in the 
mood, even demand ID proofs from them. Once there, what struck our journalists the most was 
how well-organized the whole affair was. There was packaged drinking water for the ‘protesters’ 
and even package fruit juice. The ‘protesters’ claimed that these things were not paid for but 
were given by people out of good will and solidarity. 

The ‘protesters’ also had a very active PR department which regulated media access to the 
‘Dadis of Shaheen Bagh’. Media personnel have to subject themselves to a ‘screening’ process 
and ‘Godi Media’ is permitted only on the condition that everything will be telecast live. 
Unfortunately, on one such occasion, the permission had to be revoked as one of the ‘dadis’ 
ended up purveying “wrong information” about the CAA, NRC and the protests on live TV. 

One of the things that stood out quite clearly was the complete lack of police presence at the site. 
It was entirely managed by the organizers of the protests and if something untoward was to 
happen, in all probability, the Police would not have been able to reach the place on time. 

In addition to all of this, there was of course the defacement of public property. Quite obviously, 
the ‘protesters’ would call it ‘street art’ but then converting a bus stop into a library does 
tantamount to causing inconvenience to the public at large. A foot-over-bridge was defaced with 
political propaganda while the road was blocked for public movement. 

Another thing that became obvious to our reporters was the political backing these protests 
received. Our journalist learned that the previous week, a politician from a particular community 
had visited Shaheen Bagh and out of sheer joy, took out a bundle of notes and gave it to the 
organizers. 

Furthermore, the protest site had a music system, a tent, and there were about 200-300 
‘protesters’ at the site every day for whom water, tea and free food was arranged every single 
day. All of this requires money. At night, the number of protesters soared to 10,000-15,000. 


Based on our estimates, the cost per day had to be at the range ofRs. 10 lakh per day. Given that the 
protest went on for nearly 100 days, somewhere around Rs. 10 crore had to be spent on the protests. 


Thus, we learned that the protests were not as ‘organic’ as was claimed. There was significant 
amount of money involved and considerable efforts were made to turn it into a media spectacle. 


For instance, while the women sat in the tent, the men stood outside in ‘solidarity’. It was a strategic 
move to give people the impression that the movement was led by women in order to provide the media 
with fodder for the emotional melodrama they were aiming to create. 


Furthermore, the complete absence of the Police and the thinly-veiled hostility and the eyes of 






suspicion would make anyone uncomfortable. Combined with everything else that we know 
about these protests, it was a cauldron of extremism waiting to boil over. And boil over it did and 
with devastating consequences. 

In the first few days of February, a child, about 2-months-old, who used to come to Shaheen 
Bagh for “protests” with her mother, breathed her last. Congress worker Sadaf Jafar also took to 
Facebook to announce that a two-months-old infant who accompanied her mother from Batla 
House in Jamia Nagar for protests, had died 12 ^. 


When our journalists visited Shaheen Bagh and spoke to some reporters from established media who 
were present at Shaheen Bagh, the reply was rather shocking. They said they are aware that a 2-month- 
old child has died due to the Shaheen Bagh protests and the weather conditions during the protest, 
however, most of the media channels are unwilling to run this news. 


When our reporters spoke to the protestors, it was revealed that a child had indeed lost her life 
due to the harsh weather conditions. The child was 2-months-old and her mother was taking her 
to protests at Shaheen Bagh and Jamia both. We were also told that the child and her mother 
used to travel from Batla house to the protest venue. After the death of the child, ‘dua’ was also 
read at Shaheen Bagh and Jamia for her. 


When a protestor was asked about the death of the child, the protestor said, “Humne thodi maara hai 
usko? Allah ki bacchi thi, Allah ne apne paas bula liya. (We didn’t kill her. She was Allah’s child and she 
has gone back to Allah’)”. She further added, “Yahan par to bado par bhi goli maari jaa rahi hai, woh to 
bala bachi thi, qurban ho gayi (here even grown up people are shot at, she was after all a child. She has 

sacrificed her life). ” 


This unfortunate development raises various questions over using children as props for furthering 
agenda through protests. Multiple child welfare groups had also raised concerns over children 
being used during the anti-CAA protests at Jamia and Shaheen Bagh. A complaint was filed with 
the National Commission for Protection of Child Rights in January against the use of children 
during the anti-CAA protests. 

While Oplndia confirmed the death of a two-month-old infant, another 4-month-old in fact was 
also reported dead. Due to how tight lipped the Shaheen Bagh protestors were, the reporters 
could not confirm whether there were actually two infants who died in Shaheen Bagh or two. 
However, since there is a difference in the pictures used for the parents of the infants, we have 
functioned under the assumption that two babies lost their lives due to the weather conditions at 
Shaheen Bagh. 

Nazia, the mother of the four-month-old infant Mohammad Jahaan who reportedly died due to 
severe cold during anti-CAA protests in Shaheen Bagh had said that she will continue to protest. 


While speaking to ANI, Nazia said, “My son has caught a cold, there was no other health issue. We will 
still go to protest for our country. We don’t have any documents, what will we do? We demand that 
Modiji and Amit Shah Ji take back CAA & NRC “. 


The infant died after he acquired a severe cold and congestion because of the exposure towards 








the chilling winter at the outdoor demonstration. However, his mother was determined to 
participate in the protests, saying it is “for the future of her children”, ignoring completely that 
CAA does not even concern Indian Muslims. 

As per reports, Mohammad Arif and Nazia, the infant’s parents live in a hut put together with 
plastic sheets and cloth in the Batla House area and have a five-year-old daughter and a one- 
year-old son other than Mohammad Jahaan. They hail from Bareilly in Uttar Pradesh, Arif is 
reportedly an embroidery worker and also drives an e-rickshaw. 

“I had returned from Shaheen Baag at around 1 AM. After putting him and the other kids to 
sleep, even I went to sleep. In the morning, I suddenly found him motionless. He was gone in his 
sleep,” Nazia said. The couple asserted that they took their motionless infant to the nearby 
Alshifa Hospital on the morning of January 31 where he was declared dead on arrival. 

Nazia was reportedly been visiting the Shaheen Bagh protest venue every day since December 
18 along with the infant. Speaking to the media, Nazia even defended taking the infant out every 
night in Delhi’s winter. She said that it is the fight of the children too, and they will also 
accompany parents to the protest venue. The death certificate issued by the hospital didn’t 
mention any severe reason for death. 

“Why was I doing this? For my children and the children of all us who need a bright future in 
this country. The CAA divides us on religion and should never be accepted. I don’t know if there 
is politics involved but I know that I must question what is against the future of my children”, 
Nazia was quoted saying. Arif, the infant’s father, also puts the blame squarely on the 
government. He has stated that they had to go out to protest only because the government 
brought CAA and NRC. None of them seems to register that NRC has not even been started yet 
and CAA has nothing to do with Indian citizens 12 ^. 


After the death of the infant, in a video that emerged, small kids were seen holding posters of four-month- 
old kid Mohammed Jahan. Shockingly, one of the protests of the event can be heard in the background 
claiming that the death of the four-month-old kid was nothing but a ‘Qurbani’ or sacrifice for the anti- 

CAA movement. 


The small kids, who seem to have no idea regarding the Citizenship Amendment Act, were used 
as a ‘prop’ at these protests, where they held posters in support of the deceased kid. 


One could hear a man in the background say that this sacrifice, this war, this jihad for the country, 
community has been prescribed by Allah in the Quran. The man further states that Allah has given them a 

chance to put up sacrifices for the sake of the countryt2SZl. 






Supreme Court takes cognizance 

The Supreme Court on February 8 th took cognizance on its own to “stop the involvement of 
children and infants in demonstrations” following the death of a four-month-old infant at 
Shaheen Bagh on January 30 in Delhi. 

This development came after National Bravery Award winner Zen Gunratan Sadavarte wrote to 
the Chief Justice of India (CJI) seeking directives for stopping children from being used in 
protests days after reports had emerged that at least one infant had died after parents took them to 
Shaheen Bagh for protests and exposed them to Delhi’s bitter cold 12 ® 1 . 

On the 10 th of February, taking suo motu cognizance on the death of a 4-month old infant, the 
Supreme Court took a tough stand on the matter saying how could a 4-year-old visit Shaheen 
Bagh to protest, questioning the mother’s wisdom on taking the child with her to the protest site. 


A bench headed by Chief Justice S.A. Bobde issued notices to the centre and the Delhi government on 
suo-motu plea to “stop the involvement of children and infants in demonstrations ”d2S31 




Investigation into Sharjeel Imam 

Delhi Police found incriminating evidence against Shaheen Bagh mastermind Sharjeel Imam by 
the 4 th of February. As per a report by News 18, over 15 people associated with Imam were 
identified by Delhi Police through his phone. Jamia Millia Islamia and Aligarh Muslim 
University students were also believed to be amongst these 15. An inflammatory poster was 
recovered from his laptop which he allegedly circulated on 14th December 2019 which called for 
people to gather at Jamia Millia Islamia to protest against CAA and NRC. This poster reportedly 
led to the violence that took place on Jamia campus on 15th December 2019 J222j . 

As per India TV News, in one pamphlet, Imam had said that the CAA is unconstitutional and 
intends to discriminate against Muslims by putting them in detention camps. On Abrogation of 
Article 370, Ayodhya verdict and the CAA, Imam said that “There are more than enough 
grounds for a strong reaction from Muslims across India”. A Delhi Police source told India TV 
that Imam’s intention was to grab international media attention. 


As per initial investigation, it came to the fore that Imam had close links to 9 people associated with 
radical Islamic group, Popular Front of India (PFI). He was reportedly in constant touch with them. 
Police had by now started investigating if he had received foreign funds for his campaign. 




Brewing Anger 

As the roadblocks imposed by Shaheen Bagh protestors continued and the weeks of violence that 
had already ensued, average citizens were visibly angered and had started to lose patience. 

On 2 nd February, a group of people hit the streets against the 24/7 sit-in protest against CAA in 
Shaheen Bagh which had reached almost 50 days now. They raised demands to open the road 
that has been blocked by the protestors after the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) was passed 
by the Parliament. They asked the protestors to vacate the road and shift to Ramlila Maidan or 
Jantar Mantar instead. These people then sat on a protest against the Shaheen Bagh protestors, 
just 300 metres away from them. They warned that they will not move until the road is vacated. 
Amidst chants of “Bharat Mata ki Jai”, “Jai Shree Ram”, “Vande Matram” and “Khali Karao 
Shaheen Bagh wallo ko”, a protestor said that people are facing inconveniences because of the 
road blockade. Another protestor had contended, “They are stopping ambulances from passing 
by. If it is their right to block roads, then, we can too block this road. We will see what happens 
to Delhi then.” 

Another protestor complained that children were unable to reach school on time and people are 
being fired from jobs because of the delay caused due to the road blockade. However, they made 
it clear that they are not against the demonstration being carried out by the anti-CAA protestors 
but want them to relocate to some other place, preferably Ramlila Maidan or Jantar Mantar. They 
were also joined by several people from adjoining areas of Faridabad, Noida, Ghaziabad, Bagpat, 
Ballabgarh etc. As per reports, these people were associated with various organizations such as 
Bajrang Dal, Gau Raksha Samiti and Bajrang Akhara Samiti 1222 . 

While several citizens in Delhi protested against the constant protests, road blockages and even 
violence, Congress candidate from Delhi’s Vikaspuri constituency, Mukesh Sharma, claimed 
that he has been providing help to Shaheen Bagh protestors 12221 . 

Almost simultaneously, on the 4 th of February, several people mobilized and started protesting in 
front of Jamia Millia Islamia. Slogans of “Desh Ke Gaddaro Ko, Goli Maaro Saale ko” were 
raised at these demonstrations. 40 people were detained in Jamia for the pro-CAA protest. 

The slogans were indicative of the sentiment of the people of Delhi regarding the protests that 
have been going on in the national capital ever since the passage of the Citizenship Amendment 
Act. As expected, these protests have acquired a central position in the election campaign leading 
up the Assembly Elections in the national capital. Despite causing great harassment to the 
ordinary citizens of Delhi, these protests received great support from the Aam Aadmi Party and 
the Congress 12221 . 

Communist government points finger at Islamist PFI for violence 

On the 3 rd of February, the Chief Minister of Kerala, Pinarayi Vijayan, hit out at the Social 
Democratic Party of India (SDPI), for infiltrating the supposedly “peaceful” Anti-CAA protests. 
He squarely blamed the radical Islamist organization for creating “communal disharmony” in the 
state. Pinarayi Vijayan was answering a question about the arrest of 200 anti-CAA protestors. He 
had earlier stated that no case had been filed against peaceful protestors but action had been 
taken against those involved in acts of violence 12221 . 


The provocation that never seems to end 


1) In a video that emerged, pro-Afzal Guru slogans were heard being raised at an anti-CAA 
protest in Bihar’s Begusarai. The protestors, at the event organized at Phool Chowk in 
Lakhminia area of Begusarai district in the state of Bihar, were seen raising various anti-national 
slogans. “Afzal tere khoon se inqilab aayega” (From your blood, Afzal Guru, there will emerge a 
revolution) was among the slogans raised by five to seven men on the stage while around 100 
women and 30 men repeated the slogan sitting in the audience. In the event, other slogans raised 
were - “JNU tere khoon se inqilab ayega”, “Jamia tere khoon se inqualab aayega”, “AMU tere 
khoon se inqualab aayega” and “BHU tere khoon se inqualab aayega”, Begusarai edition of 
Hindi daily Dainik Bhaskar reported on 4th February 2020. 

A member of the Hindu organization Bajrang Dal named Shubham Bhardwaj filed a complaint 
with Begusarai’s Superintendent of Police Awakash Kumar against the slogans raised at the 
protest. According to the complaint, for the last 20-22 days, some people were sitting on a 
dharna against CAA and the proposed NRC at Phool Chowk in Lakhminia area of Begusarai 
district in the state of Bihar 1223 . 

The complaint named five men namely Altaf Rashid, Mohammad Salman Rain, Mohammad 
Sunny, Mohammad Adil and Mohammad Naukhez. The complainant also submitted a 9-minute 
6-second video of the event to the SP. The SP, in turn, ordered a probe and entrusted the 
investigation of the entire case to Ballia DSP Anjani Kumar Singh. According to the Swarajya 
report 1223 , former Jawaharlal Nehru University students’ union president Kanhaiya Kumar also 
attended the protest, which was going on for the last 20-22 days, on one of the days. 

2) The Uttar Pradesh police on the 5 th February arrested 19 persons on charges of sedition from 
Azamgarh for shouting secessionist slogans during an anti-CAA protest. A number of women 
had gathered in the Jauhar Ali Park of Bilariyaganj in Azamgarh to protest against the CAA. 
Like Delhi’s Shaheen Bagh, the local Muslim community had arranged for tea and snacks for the 
protesting women. The police had named 35 protestors in the FIR, however, arrested 19 for 
carrying out violent protests against the citizenship law. One woman named Munni Bano was 
allowed to go by the police after she reportedly informed them that she was a heart patient. 

The rioters had pelted stones at the police resulting in police using tear gas shells. The women 
were allegedly injured in the stone-pelting by the rioters, the police also said. The police asserted 
that there was no lathi-charge against protesters at Jauhar Ali Park in the Kasimganj area. The 
police admitted that some tear gas shells were fired to disperse the agitated crowd. It was further 
alleged that the protesters had surrounded the park from all sides. They even beat up people who 
were standing nearby. The district police also said that the protestors had put up women and 
children at the front, who were holding stones and lathis. 

“They were raising slogans against the government and the nation. They were saying they will 
snatch Azadi and will get Azadi anyhow. They were making hateful announcements against the 
Hindu religion. They were abusing Prime Minister Narendra Modi and also Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath,” the police said. 

The protesters, on the other hand, alleged that the police had used communal slurs against the 
women. The police denied this allegation and said that at the protest venue, the people gathered 
had chanted anti-national slogans 1223 . 


3) Student Islamic Organization Maharashtra chief Salman Ahmed was detained for making 
provocative statements during an anti-CAA gathering in Nanded. 

In the speech, one could hear him say that this is not like Babri Masjid where Supreme Court 
judgement will be binding on all. “Shaheen Bagh has decided that CAA will be rolled back and 
the government must roll back. This is a fight for dignity. This is a fight for justice and self- 
respect. This law will be rolled back and this government will also go. If these two things (CAA 
and the Narendra Modi-led government) stay, then nothing will remain. Muslim community is 
ready to do whatever it takes. This is not a strategy like Babri Masjid where we will have to 
accept the court judgement. We have made a decision, now Hindustan will have to accept it.” 

In another clip he shamed Hindus for the central government passing the Citizenship 
Amendment Act. “You should be ashamed. Don’t come to show that there are Hindus against 
CAA. But be ashamed that this law came into being not because of Muslim votes but because of 
our votes. Muslims have not voted for Pragya Singh Thakur. You know who voted for her. 
Muslims didn’t vote for Yogi, you voted for Yogi,” he says. Salman Ahmed further tries to 
shame Hindus for electing these leaders. He further said that instead of sacrificing and putting in 
hard work to get the law rolled back, Hindus are telling Muslims what to do and what slogans to 
not shout. “You are not able to mobilize your community but you are telling Muslims free advice 
like don’t chant these slogans, don’t wear a skull cap, keep your religion at home,” he said 12221 . 

4) Stoking violence and provoking Muslims yet again, Asaduddin Owaisi, AIMIM chief, 
asserted that there are indications from the government that the Shaheen Bagh area will be 
cleared following the Delhi polls on February 8. “They might as well shoot them and turn 
Shaheen Bagh into Jallianwala Bagh. This might happen. One of the BJP ministers has asked to 
shoot the bullets at the protesters. The government should answer as to who is radicalising,” 
Owaisi had said. There was essentially no such indication and that the government might just 
‘shoot’ protestors was a mere conjecture concocted by Owaisi to provoke Muslims further 1222 . 

5) In an anti-CAA-NRC march, protesters assembled in large numbers near Hyderabad’s Lower 
Tank Bund area to protest against the CAA and NRC and the tricolour they carried indeed had 
the Ashok Chakra replaced with the Islamic Shahada ‘La Ilaha Illallah’ 1222 . 

6) The Allahabad High Court dismissed a petition seeking permission to stage protests against 
the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) and National Register of Citizens (NRC) in Firozabad. 
The judges comprising Justice Bharati Sapru and Justice Piyush Agrawal observed “It is not in 
the national interest to give any relief to the petitioner at all. If the petitioner is a citizen of India, 
he must maintain peace at any costs. Hence, we are not inclined to interfere in the matter”. The 
judges also observed that the writ petition had no merit so it was dismissed. Mohammed Furquan 
of Firozabad, district president of AIMIM (All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen), had moved 
an application to organize a protest against CAA and NRC near Hussaini Mohalla ground in 
Firozabad. The district administration had denied him the permission, after which he had 
approached the police, but The SHO of Rasulpur police station had also declined to give 
permission, citing communal peace being affected and prohibitory orders being followed over 
section 144 12211 . 

7) Likening protests against Citizenship Amendment Act to ‘jihad’, AIMIM chief Asaduddin 
Owaisi said that those who raise their voice against PM Modi and HM Amit Shah are real ‘mard- 
e-mujahid’. Mujahid is an Arabic term used for someone who is engaged in jihad. The All India 


Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM) chief while addressing a rally in Andhra Pradesh’s 
Kurnool said that he will stay in India and not show his documents. He further said that if CAA 
is implemented, India will become a Hindu Rashtra. “BJP and RSS want to make India a Hindu 
Rashtra. But remember, if the country becomes Hindu Rashtra, people of other religions would 
be considered second class citizens,” Owaisi had said 1323 . 

8) While addressing an anti-CAA rally in Aligarh Muslim University, poet Munawwar Rana’s 
daughter, Sumaiya Rana urged the protestors to not give up on their Muslim identity. As reported 
by Amar Ujala, Sumaiya said, “We need to be careful that we should not become that ‘neutral’ 
that we lose our identity. We are Muslims first then anything else.” She further said that the 
Muslims should not forget their ideology such that they can’t even show their face to Allah. 
Sumaiya further stated that the India we are currently living in is suffocating her and alleged that 
there are two fake cases against her. An FIR was registered against her sister Fauzia as well 13231 . 

9) Posters reading ‘Stop Vilification’ and ‘Solidarity with Sharjeel Imam’ appear in support of 
the Shaheen Bagh mastermind Sharjeel Imam at the anti-CAA protest by students of Jamia 
Millia Islamia in New Delhi on February lO 323 . 

10) On the 15 th of February, an anti-CAA protest by Muslims turned violent in Chennai when a 
group of protesters clashed and pelted stones at police, leaving four personnel injured. 

The protests against the Citizenship Amendment Act turned violent at Washermanpet in 
Chennai. During the violence, four police personnel including a woman joint commissioner, two 
women constables and a sub-inspector were injured in stone-pelting 13251 . 

11) Congress senior leader P Chidambaram on 13 th of February while addressing students at the 
JNU campus on the Citizenship Amendment Act, attempted to instigate them by saying that 
there should be a “huge mass movement” if any Muslim is sent to detention camps in case the 
Supreme Court upholds the validity of the Citizenship Amendment Act 13221 . 

12) Salman Khurshid, a senior leader of the Congress party, was spotted at a protest against the 
Citizenship Amendment Act, reportedly in Jamia, participating in a round of ‘Azadi’ chanting 
that was led by a baby. Khurshid beamed with pride, and was encouraged as the child was 
cheered by the crowd to chant slogans of “Turn Goli Maaro! Azadi!” and “Hum Chheen ke lenge 
Azadi!” 1323 


PFI links to Congress, AAP and Bhim Army emerge 

Merely two days ahead of Delhi polls, the Enforcement Directorate made an explosive revelation 
exposing the close nexus between PFI and the Aam Aadmi Party, Congress, Bhim Army and 
other groups. According to documents accessed by Oplndia, the Shaheen Bagh anti-CAA 
protests were funded by Popular Front of India (PFI) and leaders of the Aam Aadmi Party and 
Congress were in constant touch with the PFI chief. 

According to the details produced by ED, a hefty sum of Rs 120.5 crores was credited in 73 bank 
accounts maintained by the Popular Front of India in 17 different banks. Out of these 73 
accounts- 27 were directly maintained by PFI, 9 accounts were in the name of PFI’s related 
entity- Rehab India Foundation and the other 37 were in the name of certain individuals or 
entities in 17 different banks. 

Majority of the deposits in these bank accounts were through cash deposits, said the details 
presented by ED sources. In these past several months, out of the donations received by PFI, 
more than half was received in cash. Out of the cash donations almost two-third was deposited in 
banks and the rest one-third was stacked in the PFI’s National headquarter situated in G-78, 
Shaheen Bagh, Delhi. 

The PFI activists and members allegedly collected cash from people across India and handed it 
over to their area-specific handlers, who then travelled to Delhi to deposit the cash at the PFI 
National headquarters in Shaheen Bagh. 

In the last 10 months, PFI received Rs 30 lakh as a donation in the form of cash, cheque, RTGS, 
NEFT, UPI, etc. Out of the large sum around 50 per cent was received in cash. Out of the cash 
donation, approximately 60-65 per cent was deposited in the bank and the rest was kept in PFIs 
national headquarters in Shaheen Bagh. 

The ED documents accessed by Oplndia said that the PFI President of Delhi, Mohammad Parvez 
Ahmed and it’s other members have actively participated in the anti-CAA protest in Shaheen 
Bagh. 


Most importantly, it divulged that Md Parvez, the PFI chief was regularly in touch with Aam Aadmi 
Party leader Sanjay Singh through WhatsApp chats, phone calls and also by way of direct meetings. 
Further, Parvez had also been in touch with many Congress leaders including Udit Raj. 


The Enforcement Directorate documents also revealed that Parvez was a member of many 
WhatsApp groups such as ‘Bhim Army Top-100’, ‘Unification of Muslim Feadership’, etc.™. 




USA highlights persecution of Hindus in Pakistan 


The United States of America on the 6 th of February, highlighted the plight of Hindus in Pakistan 
as it officially launched a 27-nation International Religious Freedom Alliance, which will try to 
protect and preserve religious freedom across the world. Prominent countries like Australia, 
Brazil, Israel, United Kingdom, Ukraine, Netherlands and Greece have joined this alliance, 
which is a consensus-based group that will soon meet and focus on the area of religious 
persecution. 


Speaking in its official address, US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said: “We condemn terrorists and 
violent extremists who target religious minorities, whether they are Yazidis in Iraq, Hindus in Pakistan, 
Christians in northeast Nigeria, or Muslims in Burma.” “We condemn blasphemy and apostasy laws that 
criminalize matters of the soul. We condemn the Chinese Communist Party’s hostility to all faiths. We 
know several of you courageously pushed back against Chinese pressure by agreeing to be part of this 
Alliance, and we thank you for that," Pompeo added^^L. 


This came in light after more than 100 families crossed the Attari-Wagah border and reached 
Amritsar on Monday. The government had introduced the Citizenship Amendment Act to speed 
up the process of such refugees living in India till the year 2014^. This has faced a backlash 
from opposition political parties which have accused the Act of being unconstitutional in nature. 




The Week before Delhi Riots 2020 


16 th February - 7 days before the Delhi riots 2020 

1) It emerged that a complaint was registered at Jamia Nagar police station by Jamia alumni 
Seema Rizvi against some members of Jamia Coordination Committee (JCC) after they attacked 
and threatened to kidnap her daughter for posting videos of anti-CAA protests on her Facebook 
account. She then took down those videos. Seema Rizvi registered a complaint on February 4 (a 
copy of which is with Oplndia) alleging that a mob consisting of several members of the JCC 
had accused her of being an RSS worker and attacked her at Jamia campus during one of the 
anti-CAA protests. Rizvi alleged that she was issued death threats, harassment after the Muslim 
mobs assaulted her and asked her to delete the videos she had captured. 

“I was returning home after visiting the protest at gate no.7 near the Jamia Mosque, I was 
attacked by a couple of people who claimed that I was a member of the RSS because of some 
videos I had posted online from my account and they repeatedly asked me to delete that videos 
as they assaulted me,” stated the complaint. Rizvi further alleged that she was dragged to a room 
inside the Jamia university and was locked inside the room, where the mob threatened and beat 
her up. She also said that the mob consisting of JCC members threatened to kill her if they ever 
saw her near the protest site. “They also threatened to do things to my 10-year-old daughter. 
They continuously pulled my hair. They threatened to kidnap,” Rizvi stated in her complaint. 
JCC is an unofficial body of Jamia students actively working with Jamia alumni which was 
formed on 16th December, a day after the police crackdown on anti-CAA rioters in Jamia Nagar 
near Jamia Millia Islamia. The JCC has been coordinating the anti-CAA protests around JMI and 
also at Shaheen Bagh, Khureji and other sites. Seema Rizvi named some JCC members - Safoor 
Zarfar, Gohae Aysha Ansari, Saif-ul-Islam, Salim Umar, Md Gaffar Khan, Abu Darda Khan and 
Entemaam, who allegedly threatened and attacked her near Jamia campus on February 4. The 
Jamia Nagar police station registered a case against mob including JCC members who attacked 
her under IPC sections 342, 354, 323, 506, 509 and 34 0111 . 

2) Video emerges of actor Naseeruddin Shah addressing the Muslim woman protestors at 
Shaheen Bagh who thronged the shamiyana at the protest venue. He was seen instigating 
thousands of Muslim women present there asking them to snatch away their rights. Reading out a 
few lines from a verse written by poet Safdar Hashmi, Shah said that the women-led protests 
have given him the courage to speak up. “Everywhere in the country, women are protesting. 
These brave women are being asked by some elements: How can they come out on the streets? 
Who has given them permission and whether men have sent them to protest? To them, I have 
only one thing to say: These brave women are awakened now and don’t need anyone’s 
permission to protest,” he said 1 ^ 1 . 

3) Ahead of US President Donald Trump’s visit to India, Pakistan-sponsored Islamic terror outfit 
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) released a video calling for a “revenge”, which said, “the killers 
would not be forgiven”. 


The video by JeM threatened the Indian government and called for revenge for ‘harassing Muslims and 
destroying their settlements’. In the video, a person citing Quran Sharif was heard saying, “We have 
heard a lot of lullabies on peace... now every excuse has gone... it’s time to see things 

‘unrestrained’. ”&121 p ; s believed that the video and its contents are Pakistan’s attempt to show during 
Trump’s tour that Kashmiris are angry after the removal of Section 370 and they are carrying out 



terrorist attacks. 


This came days after intelligence reports had revealed that Pakistan-sponsored Islamic terror 
group Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) had created a new group of highly-trained terrorists called 
‘Ghaznavi Force’ to carry out Pulwama-style terror attacks in India. According to the inputs 
gathered by the Indian intelligence agencies, Pakistan’s notorious spy agency - the Inter- 
Services Intelligence (ISI) joining hands with terror group JeM has made an elaborate plan to 
carry out more deadly terror attacks in India. 

Reportedly, “Ghaznavi Force” comprises fighters from other banned terror outfits like LeT, 
Hizbul Mujahideen, AuGH and A1 Badr. The terrorists belonging to this group might attempt to 
target security forces, their convoys, vital installations and border outposts by planting IEDs, the 
agencies have warned. United States President Donald Trump and first lady Melania Trump were 
scheduled to visit India on February 24-25. Meanwhile, security agencies received an input 
pertaining to the video that a meeting of terrorist groups was held in Pakistan-occupied-Kashmir 
earlier this month and officials of ISI and Pakistan Army were also present in that meeting. It 
was in the meeting the Pakistani establishment seems to have decided to activate Hizbul 
Mujahideen. According to reports, it was also discussed that terrorists operating in Kashmir 
should be given “more responsibility” instead of Pakistani terrorists. An order has been issued 
that Hibzul should take all “responsibilities of terror acts" from Lashkar-e-Taiba and JeM. Many 
attacks are being planned on the police, security forces and common people in urban areas. 
Besides, attempts are also being made to carry out major suicide attacks on the convoys and 
camps of the security forces 121 ^. 

4) The women of Shaheen Bagh started marching towards Amit Shah’s residence in Delhi 
despite receiving no permission from the Delhi Police. In light of the march, the Home 
Minister’s residence was barricaded from all sides. The protesters against the Citizenship 
Amendment Act had applied for permission which was rejected 12121 . 

5) On the 16 th of February, the Jamia Coordination Committee released a carefully edited video 
to claim that during the Jamia violence of December, the Police had entered the library and 
‘attacked’ students who were just trying to study quietly 12121 . The Jamia University distanced 
itself from the video that was released by the JCC 1213 . This video was about to become a 
controversy on the next day as Leftists would try to whitewash the violence by these ‘students’ 
and more videos and images emerging that implicated the students 12121 . 



17 th February - 6 days before the Delhi riots 2020 

1) The Delhi High Court issued a notice to the central government, Delhi Police and the Delhi 
government based on the petition by a ‘student’ of Jamia Millia Islamia, Shayyan Mujeeb, 
seeking a compensation of Rs 2 crores for his injuries. He claims that these were the injuries he 
suffered after police action in Jamia following the riots of December lSth 131 ^. 

2) On 17 th February, a 2-Judge Bench of the Supreme Court comprising of Justices Sanjay 
Kishan Kaul and KM Joseph directed senior advocates, Sadhana Ramachandran and Sanjay 
Hegde, to act as interlocutors and convince the Shaheen Bagh protestors to relocate to an 
alternative place. The Court granted permission to the two lawyers to choose a third interlocutor 
of their choice. The order came at the backdrop of two petitions filed in the apex court, seeking 
clearance of Shaheen Bagh area and the Kalindi Kunj Road. The first petition had been filed by 
lawyer and activist Amit Sahni while the other one had been filed by BJP leader Nand Kishore 
Garg. The Bench directed the two Senior Counsels to submit a report on the outcome of the 
mediation process by February 24, the day when the next hearing in the case is to be held. The 
Delhi police have also been asked to provide an alternative site to the protestors who have been 
demonstrating against the CAA for the past 2 months. 

Solicitor General Tushar Mehta, however, pointed out that Sanjay Hedge is against the 
Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) and that it was also the case with the Shaheen Bagh 
protestors. It is notable here that lawyer Sanjay Hegde has been caught spreading fake news 
several times. Justice Kaul noted, “One section of the society holds one point of view, its fine, 
they want to voice it in a form of like a social build-up, its acceptable but the limited question is 
the place which it can be done,” Justice Joseph added, “We aren’t saying people don’t have the 
right to protest even after the law is under challenge before this court but road can’t be blocked. 

On February 10, the apex court observed that there must be a designated site to carry out such 
protests and raised concerns about whether public inconvenience can be caused by blocking 
roads indefinitely. A Bench headed by Chief Justice S.A. Bobde also took suo motu cognizance 
over the death of a 4-month-old in Shaheen Bagh 1322 ! 

3) Another CCTV footage from the night of December 15, 2019, when the ‘students’ of Jamia 
Millia Islamia University ran riots and the Delhi Police took action, came to the fore, in which 
the rioters were seen indulging in stone-pelting against the law enforcement agency personnel. 
The CCTV video accessed by Times Now vindicated Delhi Police’s stand as several individuals 
were seen hovering around the gate of Jamia Millia Islamia University and eagerly partaking in 
stone-pelting 13211 . 


18 th February - 5 days before the Delhi Riots 2020 

1) A day after a 2-Judge Bench of the Supreme Court appointed Sanjay Hedge and Sadhana 
Ramachandran as ‘interlocutors’ to convince the Shaheen Bagh protestors to shift their 
demonstration to an alternate site, the protestors said that it would weaken their movement 122 ^. 

2) An Islamic cleric named Mufti Shahryar Raza issued threats against PM Modi, Home Minister 
Amit Shah and has incited open hostility against Hindus and the video went viral on 18 th 
February. Raza started off vituperating against Muslim women who are participating at the vigil 
in Shaheen Bagh against the passage of Citizenship Amendment Act. He says that by 
recognising the existence of Lord Ram, Jesus, the protesters are indulging in destroying the Iman 
(faith) on Islam. The video was shared on 9th February by YouTube channel Ghulam-e-Raza. 


“What does that lady in Delhi (Shaheen Bagh) say? Allah also lives in India and Bhagwan also lives in 
India. Ram also lives in India. So for India you are trading your faith? She says she is Indian first. She is 
first human, then a Muslim and then an Indian. Intoxicated by the protests, she doesn’t realise what 
should be said. Everyone has to die one day, whether you die in your own house or in a detention centre. 
What was the need to trade your religion? Do protest but by protecting your Iman(faith), fight against 
Kaafirs but don’t violate your Iman(faith). In such fights against the Kaafirs, if you were dealt with 2-3 
blows, after death you will be bestowed with a better place(heaven) which your 80 years of praying to 
Allah will not be able to get you,” Maulana said. 


In the video, the fanatical Maulana was seen threatening PM Modi and Amit Shah with a dire 
fate and asserting that in the next 30 years, Muslims will start dominating the country as their 
population will swell to 60 crores. Maulana cites the deaths of former EAM Sushma Swaraj, 
former Finance Minister Arun Jaitley, former PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee, former Delhi CM Sheila 
Dikshit to claim that PM Modi and Amit Shah will meet a similar fate in the next 3-4 years. 

“A woman like Sushma Swaraj met her fate because she did not allow Sonia Gandhi to become 
India’s PM. Sheila Dikshit too met her fate. Arun Jaitley died recently. When Gandhi, Nehru, 
Rajiv, Narsimha, Vajpayee could not escape their deaths, do you think Modi-Shah can? They 
both will go as well. Why are you afraid? Wait for another 2 to 4 years, Modi and Shah will 
suffer graver consequences than these leaders,” he said. 


Maulana also expressed his displeasure with the recently enacted Citizenship Amendment Act and the 
NRC. Insinuating death for PM Modi and Amit Shah, he said that anyone who is dreaming of 
‘eradicating Muslims’ through CAA and NRC will be beaten by batons and burnt to death. 


“30 years from, Muslims will population will rise to 60 crores and if the children of those who 
dream of an Islam-free India remain alive, they will see that the flag of Islamic sultanate will be 
waved everywhere in India,” he added. 

“Islam is the biggest wealth,” he says adding that this is the wealth which even Bill Gates or 
Indira Gandhi or Rajiv Gandhi didn’t have. “As a Muslim, Allah will bless you with rewards for 
the pain you endure. ‘This hoor for that time you were beaten up with a stick,’ Allah will tell you 
for the pains. You will be given so many rewards as a Muslim that you will wish you had 
endured even more pain so you could get more rewards,” he says 12221 . 

3) The Delhi police filed a charge sheet in court against Islamist Sharjeel Imam for instigating 






violence during the Anti-CAA protests at New Friends Colony near Jamia Millia Islamia 
University on December 15, 2019. The police attached CCTV footage, call detail records and 
statements of over 100 witnesses as evidence in the charge sheet that was submitted before Chief 
Metropolitan Magistrate Gurmohina Kaur. The Delhi police mentioned Imam as an ‘instigator’ 
of the violent protests that had erupted on December 15. One of the Jamia Nagar violence 
accused, Furkhan, said that he was provoked by Imam’s speeches 13211 . 

4) After the first video was released by the Jamia Coordination Committee, an unofficial body of 
students and alumni, numerous other videos emerged that showed students of the university 
carrying stones in their hands. In the aftermath of it all, far-left propagandist website AltNews 
had claimed that the student seen in one of the videos wasn’t carrying a stone in his hand but a 
wallet. It was then claimed that this video was used by people to “water down” the instance of 
‘police brutality’. The insinuation here was obvious that in the absence of that specific video, 
there was nothing in the public domain to justify the actions of the Police. 

Another video of the night surfaced where the students of Jamia can be seen clearly holding 
stones in both hands. The person who was supposedly carrying his wallet can also be spotted 
with the crowd and it appears certain that he was one with the stone-pelting students. And later, 
this same student who was mingling with the stone-in-hand students was spotted at the library 
with a ‘wallet’. The images and the relevant video can be viewed in the referenced link 1323 . 


19 th February - 4 days before the Delhi riots 2020 


1) A video emerged wherein ‘activist’ Teesta Setalvad, who was earlier accused of embezzling 
2002 riot victims’ money, appeared to be tutoring Shaheen Bagh ‘protestors’ on what questions 
to ask the Supreme Court appointed interlocutors. 


In the 2-minutes long video, a lady could be heard reading out a list of questions the women could ask the 
interlocutors appointed by the Supreme Court to mediate and convince the Shaheen Bagh protestors to 
relocate to an alternative place. Teesta Setalvad could be spotted right behind her overseeing the 

tutoring. 


The first question that would be put forth is whether the change in protest venue would weaken 
the protest. The lady then explains that these are the questions they’ll put forward and they don’t 
need to answer them. Second question is who will take responsibility for the safety of the women 
protestors. The third question would be what do the Shaheen Bagh ‘protestors’ have to say about 
the difficulties people are facing because of the road blocked by them. Teesta then interjects and 
explains that the ‘difficulties’ here is like the difficulties related to traffic and other 
inconveniences. The fourth question would be whether opening half the road helps. The next 
question would be if the elements of the Shaheen Bagh protests are changed, will it weaken the 
protests. When questioned about Setalvad’s presence at Shaheen Bagh tutoring the ‘protestors’ 
as per Times Now, Shaheen Bagh spokesperson reportedly lied and claimed that this was an old 
video and has nothing to do with Supreme Court appointed interlocutors. 

Shockingly, Shoaib Jamei, denied on air that Setalvad was present at the venue. He even went on 
to claim that Setalvad was not even in Delhi’s Shaheen Bagh when it is extremely clear that she 
was there. Later, the organizers at Shaheen Bagh did accept that Setalvad was indeed present at 
the venue and was ‘discussing’ these questions. 

Teesta Setalvad’s has a checkered past and her troubles root from an alleged 1.4 crores funds 
embezzlement case against her and her husband. She had allegedly collected funds for the 2002 
riot victims and instead used it for personal luxury and expenses. The allegations had come to 
light after one of the residents of the Gulbarg Housing Society filed a complaint against her 
alleging that she had embezzled funds collected for the 2002 riot victims through her NGOs 
Sabrang Trust and Citizens for Justice and Peace 323 . 

2) The interlocutors said that their attempt to mediate remained unsuccessful and they would 
return to Shaheen Bagh to continue the discussions the next day 1323 . 

3) Video emerged where actor Sushant Singh was seen clearly lying. “If all the members of a 
Muslim family are found to be illegal immigrants, will they be kept in the detention centers 
together? Will that family have the right to reproduction? Because the space in the detention 
centers is limited. You can’t increase the population there. So those people who will be sent to 
the detention centers just because they happen to be Muslims, will not be allowed to procreate,” 
Singh said while haranguing against the Citizenship Amendment Act, NRC and NPR. 

Singh continued his fear-mongering regarding the CAA, NRC and NPR by peddling half-truths 
and lies about them. Despite Amit Shah and PM Modi explicitly denying a country-wide NRC in 
the near future, Singh claimed that NRC will not only disenfranchise Muslims but it will also 
affect Hindus alike. He added that the non-Muslims who would fail to prove their citizenship 




will still have the chance of applying for India’s citizenship through CAA but Muslims will not 
have that advantage. 

Raising apprehensions about those who are left out of the NRC, Singh said that genuine Indians 
who couldn’t prove their Indianness will have to apply through CAA for India’s Citizenship and 
falsely admit that they are not Indians and have migrated from Pakistan, Bangladesh or 
Afghanistan if they want their application to be considered. 

“What about your history? Since you have already admitted that you are not an Indian, will your 
job be considered legitimate? Will your marriage be considered legal? What will be the 
citizenship status of your children?” Singh asked. 

Singh also spoke against NPR, claiming it is the first step towards the implementation of NRC. 
“There is a lot of confusion over NRC and NPR. The government has denied that NRC will be 
implemented but the Home Minister had announced in several of his rallies that NRC is coming. 
The NPR document says it is the first step towards NRC,” Singh added 12221 . 


20 th February - 3 days before the Delhi Riots 2020 

Controversial AIMIM leader and former Maharashtra MLA Waris Pathan was seen inciting 
Muslims at an anti-CAA rally in Gulbarga, Karnataka, in the presence of AIMIM chief 
Asaduddin Owaisi. The rally was held on February 16 th . 

In a veiled threat to the Hindus, Pathan resorted to inciting Muslims by stating that time has 
come for the Muslims of the country to unite and ‘achieve freedom’. He added that even though 
Muslims are just 15 crores in the country, they can still dominate over 100 crore Hindus. 
Speaking at an anti-CAA protest rally in Gulbarga of Karnataka, Pathan warned Hindus to be 
scared of Muslim and reminded of consequences if Muslims unite together. 


“We need to work together; we need to snatch ourAzadi. Time has now come to achieve Azadi, if we 
cannot achieve it, we should snatch it. They were mocking us for hiding behind women (during anti-CAA 
protests). Do not forget, these are lionesses who have come out yet and you are already afraid of these 
women. Be aware and know what happens if we all (Muslims) unite together,” said Waris Pathan in a 

hate-mongering speech. 


Continuing his hate speech, Pathan warned the Hindus of the country, “We are 15 crores but be aware 
we can still dominate over 100 crore Hindus and imagine what we can do to you. ”B221 




21 st February - 2 days before the Delhi Riots 2020 


1) Yogendra Yadav stirred another controversy when he accused Hindus of tearing apart the 
country. 


At an event which was also attended by West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee, Yogendra Yadav claimed 
that Hindi, Hindu and Hindustan will break the nation. Yadav asserted that Hindus in the country will be 
responsible for the impending division of the nation. “India will not be made by Hindi, Hindu and 
Hindustan. In fact, Hindi, Hindu and Hindustan will break the country. Today, that is being attempted 
and therefore mother-tongue will have to stand up, words will have to hold up,” Yadav said. 


Yadav was not the only one to propagate the Hinduphobic assertion that the nation will be 
broken apart by Hindi, Hindus and the Hindu idea of India (Hindustan). Eloquent Congress 
leader Shashi Tharoor took up the cudgel for Yadav, defending his controversial anti-Hindu 
remarks. Tharoor claimed that he echoed the same thoughts on Twitter which Yadav has spoken 
at the event. Declaring Yadav as spot-on, Tharoor stated that “the quest illusory homogeneity (at 
the expense of our actual linguistic, religious & cultural diversity) will destroy our unity” 13331 . 

2) Amulya Leona, the ultra-left wing ‘protestor’ who had raised “Pakistan Zindabad” slogan in 
the presence of AIMIM chief Asaduddin Owaisi at an anti-Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) 
rally in Bengaluru, was booked under sedition case of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) 13333 . 

3) Another woman was detained for holding a “Kashmir Mukti, Dalit Mukti, Muslim Mukti” 
placard at a counter-protest in the city. According to Bengaluru Police Commissioner Bhaskar 
Rao, the young woman was present at a protest organised by Hindu Jagaran Vedike. The accused 
Arudra sat among them with a placard in Kannada reading “Dalit Mukti, Kashmir Mukti, 
Muslim Mukti,” said Rao. According to TV9, the protestor Amdra also allegedly shouted 
‘Pakistan Zindabad’ slogans during the protest. The police had to rescue the protestor as the 
crowd gathered near Townhall in the city. She was taken into custody 13331 . 

4) Two teachers from Saharanpur who had gone to protest at Shaheen Bagh on January 19 
against the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) were suspended by the school authorities for one 
wee ki2Mi. They were served a notice and asked to provide an explanation for their actions. While 
speaking to the media, Nahida Zaidi, the teacher from Asha Modern School, said, “We have 
reached here (Shaheen Bagh) from Saharanpur to show that Muslims are united. We have 
tolerated injustice. We have seen what has happened in Kashmir. We saw Triple Talaq, (the anti- 
Triple Talaq law by Modi government) We (Muslims) are united because Ayodhya has been 
illegally taken (by the Hindus) and now the CAA.” Nahida had been accused of provoking 
religious sentiments too. 

She added, “Narendra Modi and Amit Shah cannot scare us because we (Muslims) are not 
weak.” She claimed that she is the only Muslim teacher at the Asha Modern School. She alleged 
that the other teachers (Hindus) speak ill of Muslims and consider all of them as “terrorists.” 1333 

In a laud rant, the teacher was seen exclaiming, “This land belongs to us, this sky belongs to us. 
How can you alienate us by bringing in NRC? Muslims have brought independence in this 
country. RSS was sold out. Now Modi and Amit Shah are enjoying benefits of independence and 
harassing us.” 




Another teacher who teaches at the Rainbow school in Saharanpur said, “We are not beggars that 
we will come here (to protest) for money.” 

22 nd February - 1 day before the Delhi Riots 2020 

1) The University of Hyderabad penalized three students for violating the varsity rules to 
organize an anti-CAA protest similar to ‘Shaheen Bagh’ on the campus. The university imposed 
a fine of Rs 5,000 on all the three students. The varsity administration issued the orders to PhD 
students Faseeh Ahmed, Sahana Pradeep and MA Student AS Adish. According to university 
rules, there is no permission to conduct any event after 9 pm on the campus 1222 . 

2) FIR registered against AIMIM leader Waris Pathan 1222 . 

3) The protestors of Shaheen Bagh imposed 7 conditions to vacate the site. 

Here are the seven conditions of the Shaheen Bagh protestors 12221 : 

a) Provide security to protestors by providing an aluminum sheet between protests and road 
in order to open half of the road. 

b) Revoke all cases against Jamia students. 

c) No National Population Registry in Delhi. 

d) Investigation on all inflammatory speeches 

e) Create an alternate protest site in Shaheen Bagh itself. 

f) Revoke all cases against youngsters who were booked for Shaheen Bagh protests. 

g) Cognizance of the deaths due to anti-CAA protests throughout India. 


4) Muslim protestors painted a graffiti on Jamia University wall demanding that Sharjeel Imam 
be freed 1222 . 


5) Messages of ‘Free Kashmir’, ‘End Occupation’ and graffiti against CAA and NRC appear in 
TISS. 





6) A report revealed how 250 Retail stores and commercial outlets were shut for the past two and 
a half months, owing to the protests at Shaheen Bagh against the Citizenship Amendment Act 
(CAA) and the National Register of Citizens (NRC). This reportedly affected approximately 
3000 workers and resulted in a loss of K 150 crores worth of business transactions. Members of 
the market association said that most workers suffered job losses due to a lack of business 
activities 12221 . 


23 rd February - Hours before Delhi anti-Hindu riots 2020 


A group of over 500 Muslim women gathered near the Jafrabad Metro Station and blocked road No. 66, 
which connects Seelampur to Maujpur and Yamuna Vihar. They were protesting against the Citizenship 
Amendment Act (CAA) and the National Register of Citizens (NRC). 


The protestors warned that the road would be blocked until CAA is revoked. The police tried to negotiate 
with the demonstrators to clear the road, but it was in vain. This resulted in traffic woes and massive 
security deployment in the area. A local cleric by the name ofShamim Ahmed also tried to persuade the 

protestors to leave the area. 


Clad in Burkha, the women also raised slogans of “Jai Bhim.” The sudden protests forced the 
Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC) to shut down the entry and exit gates of the metro 
station. The official Twitter handle also announced that no trains would halt at the said station. 
The road blockade at Jafrabad came day after the ‘protestors’ at Shaheen Bagh reopened the 
Noida-Faridabad road they had blocked for over two months 12221 . 


It is pertinent to note that it was this very area that had erupted in riots from the 24 th of February. The 
Jafrabad area was the epicenter of the riots which were seemingly directed against the Hindus. 
Seelampur, Maujpur etc. also erupted in riots. 






The Delhi Anti Hindu Riots 2020 


On the 24 th of February, things escalated pretty quickly. The Police were having a difficult time 
controlling the mob but it became evident that things had escalated massively in the national 
capital. 


Head Constable Ratan Lai passed away at 1 PM on the 24 th after he was injured in the stone-pelting that 
had ensued. He had also suffered a gunshot injury. By all accounts, Ratan Lai was the first casualty of 
the anti-Hindu riots that broke out in Delhi. A petrol pump was set on fire at Bhajanpura in East Delhi 
and many vehicles were burnt. All of this happened during the day and from the visuals available, it is 
observable that it was primarily committed by anti-CAA protesters. 


A video went viral on social media where a shooter was spotted pointing his gun at a Policeman 
who decided to stand his ground. The man fired eight rounds but later, the gunman was joined by 
stone-pelters following which the policeman was forced to retreat. On social media, the visuals 
spread like wildfire and attempts were made by media houses to paint the incident as ‘Saffron 
Terror’. However, later in the day, as more pictures surfaced, it became evident that the gunman 
belonged to the Muslim community and the stone-pelters were Muslims. The shooter was 
identified as one Shahrukh. 13411 

Meanwhile, as the Islamist mob rampaged through the streets, students of the Jamia Milia 
Islamia University decided to assemble at the new police headquarters in Delhi to protest against 
“Police brutality and mob violence”. The violence unleashed by the mob in the national capital 
appears to have escaped their notice and the death of one policeman and the grievous injury of 
another did not appear to register on their conscience. 13431 

Later, at night, the violence assumed monstrous proportions. A tyre market in Gokulpuri was set 
on fire by a violent mob in the area. Clashes had ensued. Arson and violence were reported from 
several other areas too. Chandbagh, Karawal Nagar, Kadampuri, Maujpur, Khureji Khas and 
Bhajanpura also witnessed intense violence. In the morning of the 25 th , fresh incidents of stone- 
pelting were reported from Maujour and Brahmapuri. By the morning of the 25 th , five deaths had 
already been reported in addition to seventy-six injuries. 13431 

On the 24 th , Tanushree Pandey, a journalist at India Today and Aaj Tak, shared a video through 
her Twitter account where a person could be heard saying in the background, ‘Hindu ki gaadi 
jala di, Hindu ki dukanein jala rahe hain’ (They have burnt Hindu’s vehicles, are burning Hindu 
shops). 13441 


By evening the same day, it was reported that thirty-seven police personnel had suffered injuries in the 
mob violence. It was also reported that the MHA believed it was a deliberate conspiracy to orchestrate 
violence in the national capital while the US President Donald Trump is on a two-day visit to India. 


The Delhi Police informed people through social media that arson and violence had been 
reported from certain areas in NorthEast Delhi, especially in the areas of Maujpur, Kardampuri, 
Chand Bagh and Dayalpur have witnessed extensive violence and incidents of arson. It also 
appealed to people to maintain peace and harmony. The Lieutenant Governor of Delhi also 






communicated through social media that the Delhi Police and Delhi Police Commissioner had 
been instructed to ensure law and order is maintained in the city. He also exhorted residents to 
exercise restraint for upholding peace and harmony. 13421 

By the morning of the 25 th , the injured policeman was identified as DCP Shahdara Amit Sharma. 
It was reported that his car was set on fire by violent anti-CAA protesters and he had suffered 
terrible injury to his head. Sharma had undergone a surgery late in the night. Section 144 had 
already been imposed and the Police forces were put on high alert. The Home Minister had 
already called for an emergency meeting to review the current situation. Delhi CM Arvind 
Kejriwal had also called a meeting of his MLAs in the violence-hit areas. 

In the evening, the Delhi Police announced a curfew in parts of North East Delhi affected by the 
riots. By then, the death toll had risen to ten. The Police also issued shoot at sight orders. It also 
announced that sufficient police forces including senior policemen and CAPF personnel had 
been deployed. 13421 


Prior to that, news of acid being thrown at the paramilitary forces in Karawal Nagar had surfaced. The 
acid was allegedly thrown on Paramilitary forces from terraces while they were trying to control the 

situation.^21 


Later, a video went viral on social media which showed a Hindu climbing on top of a mosque 
and placing a saffron flag on it. After much confusion regarding the veracity of the video, it 
became evident that desecration of religious places had occurred and the video had to be taken as 
accurate until proven otherwise. Thus far, it has not been proven to be false. 13431 

Senior IPS officer SN Srivastava was appointed as the Special Commissioner (Law and Order) 
of Delhi Police in a late evening order on the 25 th . He was repatriated from CRPF. Srivastava 
was also part of the urgent meeting convened by Home Minister Amit Shah late that night that 
lasted over 3 hours. The attendees constituted home ministry officials and Delhi Police 
personnel. The Jafrabad Metro Station area where Muslim groups had gathered to protest against 
the CAA was cleared the same night. Personnel of the Delhi Police had removed all the anti- 
CAA protestors blocking the area. 

The Delhi High Court had held a midnight hearing and had asked the Delhi Police to ensure the 
safety of all injured persons during the riots. In a late-night hearing at Justice S Muralidhar’s 
residence, an HC bench had ordered the Delhi Police to deploy all resources to ensure safe 
passage to injured persons for treatment. Keeping in view the unrest in the city, the CBSE, upon 
the request of the Directorate of Education, Government of Delhi, ordered that all class 10th and 
class 12th exams scheduled for February 26 in North East Delhi would be postponed. 

NSA Ajit Doval had visited several areas in the violence-torn North East Delhi. In another 
development, people from the Jamia Coordination Committee and alumni of the Jamia Millia 
Islamia held a demonstration outside Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal’s residence in Delhi, 
demanding action against perpetrators of the violence. The Jamia protestors were reportedly 
dispersed with water cannons by security personnel. They were seen raising ‘Kejriwal 
Murdabad’ slogans. 13431 

In the morning of the 26 th , Arvind Kejriwal announced that he was writing to the Home Minister 




to call in the army to control the communal violence in Delhi. He also requested that the curfew 
be imposed in other affected areas immediately. Meanwhile, the security personnel had 
conducted flag marches in a few areas in the morning. 15551 

In the afternoon, the Prime Minister appealed for peace in the wake of the riots through social 
media. On the 26 th , the Supreme Court also observed that the debate around the Shaheen Bagh 
blockade had deteriorated into ‘something else’ which was ‘only an unfortunate example’. 12511 


The same day, the body of Intelligence Bureau Constable Ankit Sharma was recovered from a drain in 

Chand Bagh J25Z1 later in the evening, Deepak Chaurasia took a dig at NDTV journalist Sreenivasan 
Jain after he was pelted with stones by Muslims while reporting from the ground reminding him that he 
had claimed that Chaurasia was not a journalist when he was attacked by anti-CAA protesters at 

Shaheen Bagh 


By the 27 th , things had returned to relative normalcy in the national capital. And soon, the true 
horror of the riots started coming to light. After news of one 19-year old Hindu boy who had a 
drill driven into his head surfaced in the media, more atrocities began to be reported in the media. 
The most gruesome, perhaps, was of Dilwar Singh Negi whose limbs were chopped off before 
burning him alive. 12541 

On the 27 th , the Aam Aadmi Party suspended its leader from Maharashtra for calling the 
deceased Ankit Sharma a ‘thulla’ (derogatory word) on social media. This was after the 
allegations of involvement in the riots against AAP Councilor Tahir Hussain surfaced. 12551 The 
same day, the Delhi Police lodged an FIR against Tahir Hussain under section 302(a) for murder, 
on the basis of the complaint filed by the family of the deceased Ankit Sharma. 12551 


Later at night, the autopsy report of the IB Constable emerged and it was reported in the media that the 

forensic doctors had claimed they had never seen such a mutilated body in their livesPSD. j\ roun( j 
same time, the Aam Aadmi Party announced that it had suspended Tahir Hussain from the primary 
membership of the party. However, minutes later, AAP MLA Amanatullah Khan came out in his defense 

and claimed that the BJP was making allegations against him . 12521 


By the 28 th of February, the death toll in the riots had climbed to 37 and over 200 people were reported 
to have been injured. Of the declared dead at that point in time, 14 were Muslims, 11 were Hindus while 
the religious identity of the rest of the victims were yet to be known. Twenty-nine of the deceased were 

male, one female, while the gender of the others was yet to be identified,12421 


On the 28 th , Tahir Hussain had gone missing. It was a day after an FIR was registered against 
him for the murder of Ankit Sharma. 12551 The same day, the Delhi High Court issued a notice to 
the Union government in connection with an impleadment application seeking FIR against 
controversial George Soros-linked ‘activist’ Harsh Mander, and rabble-rousers like RJ Sayema, 
Swara Bhaskar, Amanatullah Khan under appropriate IPCs & IT Act and also directions to NIA 
to conduct an investigation into the riots. 12511 

Police complaints were filed against Wall Street Journal for fabricating quotes by Ankur Sharma, 
brother of Ankit Sharma, which claimed that he had said that the IB Constable was murdered by 






a mob chanting ‘Jai Shri Ram’. Ankur Sharma had subsequently refuted all such allegations and 
denied ever saying such a thing. 13331 

On the 29 th , Congress leader Ishrat Jahan was detained for allegedly attempting to provoke 
people with her inflammatory remarks during the riots. She was subsequently sent to two weeks 
of police custody. A Delhi court dismissed her bail plea the previous day. She was accused of 
attempt to murder in a case related to violence and rioting in northeast Delhi over the amended 
citizenship law. The court observed that she did not deserve bail at the present stage of the 
investigation “despite being a woman”.® A protest march was carried out against Islamist 
violence by citizens of the national capital the same day. 13331 


As the days progressed, more details of the atrocities committed during the riots emerged. Hindu women 
from Chand Bagh told Oplndia that Muslim rioters stripped girls returning from tuitions off their clothes 
and sent them home naked. According to them, the rioters took off their own clothes as well and gestured 

indecently. 


Over a dozen Mosques were attacked and vandalized by mobs. By the 3 rd of March, eight bodies 
had been recovered from sewage drains in the area. The deceased came from Muslim as well as 
Hindu religious backgrounds. 13331 

On the 3 rd of March, Mohammad Shahrukh, the Delhi Shooter, was arrested by the crime branch 
of the Delhi Police from Uttar Pradesh. He had opened 8 rounds of fire on Delhi Police on 
February 24, the day US President Donald Trump was visiting India. While initial reports had 
suggested that Mohammad Shahrukh was arrested on February 25, Delhi Police later clarified 
that he had escaped and had been absconding since. 13331 Ansar Ghazwat-ul-Hind (AGH), the 
Kashmir-based wing of al-Qaeda, issued a statement in which it said that the US peace deal with 
Taliban and the Delhi riots have ‘energized’ the Jihadists in Kashmir. 13331 


The Supreme Court on the 4 th slammed Harsh Mander after a video of one of his speeches surfaced 
where he could be seen inciting Muslims against the Indian State. The ‘activist’ claimed that “there is no 
trust left in the courts and that ultimate justice has to be on the streets”. The Court refused to hear his 

plea until he clarified his comments 


AAP Councilor was ultimately arrested by the Delhi Police on the 5 th of March. Hussain went to 
Rouse Avenue court to surrender. However, the court dismissed his surrender plea and ordered 
him to be arrested. The court said it was not within its jurisdiction. Earlier, he had moved the 
court with an anticipatory bail in connection with the murder case. However, Delhi’s 
Karkardooma Court rejected his anticipatory bail plea while observing that no one had appeared 
from the accused side. 13231 

A day after Tahir Hussain was arrested, it was reported that the Delhi Police was on the lookout 
for his brother for the latter’s involvement in the riots. 13211 Hussain’s brother, Shah Alam, was 
detained by the Police on the 9 th of March. 13231 On the 8 th of March, the Delhi Police nabbed a 
couple linked to the terrorist organization Islamic State - Khorasan Province (ISKP) from Jamia 
Nagar who were allegedly trying to unite Indian Muslims against the CAA and carry out terror 






strikes on Indian soil. 12221 


On the 11 th of March, Home Minister Amit Shah spoke on the Delhi Riots on the Floor of the Lok Sabha. 
He informed the Parliament that 700 FIRs had been registered in the riots till then. Shah contended that 
riots on such a massive scale in such a short span of time are impossible without the possibility of a 
conspiracy. He stated that a case of conspiracy has been lodged to investigate the angle and the police 
have made 3 arrests on the charges of financing the violence in the North East Delhi. 


According to Shah, Delhi Police are closely scrutinizing about 60 social media accounts which were 
created on February 22 and closed down on February 26, 2020. Shah stated that the violence in Delhi 
was fanned by inflammatory posts on social media by nefarious elements, adding that a thorough 
investigation by Delhi Police was underway to determine the culprits behind the incident. 


Defending Delhi Police, Shah revealed in the lower house of the parliament that the police contained the 
riots within 36 hours of their eruption. Rubbishing the aspersions against the police, Shah lauded their 
effort and declared that the police probe is underway and it will soon be submitting a report on the 

violence in Delhi.12241 


Hindus narrate horror stories 

While the Delhi riots discussion reached the parliament, the horror stories that emerged from the 
ground as told by Hindu victims were the stuff nightmares were made of. Oplndia did a series of 
ground reports with our correspondents Anupam K Singh, Ravi Agrahari and Keshav Malan 
speaking to Hindu victims. 

Speaking to Oplndia, one of the woman eyewitnesses laid bare the horrors of the atrocity meted 
out on Hindus in Karawal Nagar. 

“Were it not for the drain here, I do not know what would have happened to us and the Hindu 
women over here. They (Muslims) knew it beforehand that something untoward was going to 
happen. At 11 am in the morning they got their children back home. We (Hindus) were not 
aware of anything. We brought our children home at around 1:30 pm when the situation began to 
exacerbate,” a Hindu woman who witnessed the violent anti-Hindu riots in Karawal Nagar said 
to Oplndia. 

Speaking to Oplndia, one of the woman eyewitnesses laid bare the horrors of the atrocity meted 
out on Hindus in Karawal Nagar 12221 . 


“Were it not for the drain here, I do not know what would have happened to us and the Hindu women 
over here. They (Muslims) knew it beforehand that something untoward was going to happen. At 11 am in 
the morning they got their children back home. We (Hindus) were not aware of anything. We brought our 
children home at around 1:30pm when the situation began to exacerbate,” a Hindu woman who 
witnessed the violent anti-Hindu riots in Karawal Nagar said to Oplndia. 


A week after the violence in Delhi, we met the riot victims in Brijpuri. During this, we got a 






piece of startling information. This information came from the person who runs the shop near 
that Hero showroom and also stays at the shop for 12 hours a day and keeps an eye on every 
activity nearby. According to eyewitnesses, “Muslim women started protesting on Sunday in the 
name of CAA protest. After this, everyone started preparing. On Monday, violence erupted from 
Chand Bagh. Muslims were first looting Hindu shops and then setting them on fire.” 

Eyewitnesses living in Brijpuri further stated, “Not only this, these people (Muslims) all knew 
what was going to happen next. The only Muslim bike showroom in the area, who used to have 
hundreds of bikes for sale, had taken all the bikes out of the showroom to a safe place at 5 am on 
February 26, just before violence broke out in the area. After this, the rioters themselves first 
vandalized the showroom to show themselves as victims and then took the counter out of the 
showroom and set it on fire. ” 

The eyewitnesses said that the ‘peaceful protests’ at Shaheen Bagh are only a facade, the real 
preparations were made to violently target Hindus in these (Jafrabad, Chandbagh, Karawal Nagar 
etc) areas. Neither the bombs were made on that day nor so many bricks and stones were 
assembled on roofs on such short notice. 

“I have seen about 30 to 40 vehicles of MCD clearing debris with my own eyes. This is the same 
debris, which was thrown on the streets by the marauders in the form of bricks and stones on the 
streets,” the man said. The residents here also say that while Muslims live safely in Hindu- 
dominated areas, no Hindu can remain safe in a Muslim dominated area 1223 . 

On visiting the “Bhagwan Shiva Chowk" in Karawal Nagar’s Shiv Vihar, we saw bricks and 
stones irregularly strewn across the road, giving an impression that the place might have been a 
witness to a gory pitched battle. In the adjoining areas, houses owned by Hindu appeared badly 
damaged and in a deplorable situation. A Hindu DRP school was burnt down while shops owned 
by Hindus were razed down. A potter was inconsolably weeping as his months of hard work laid 
in ruins. On the other hand, a food stall was severely burnt, including the stove and benches. 

We then proceeded towards Shiv Vihar Chowk, where attacks were carried out from the Muslim 
school Rajdhani. The DRP school of Hindus was reduced to ashes. There were about 300 riotous 
goons in the Rajdhani school. A person who had come to see his burnt shop claimed that the 
Muslim houses, on the other side of the road were all safe and intact. 

When he examined the claim made by the person, we found that the Muslim locality, on the 
other side of the road was unharmed and secure, while the Hindu shops were blown into 
smithereens. When we asked about the glaring incongruency to a person who was serving tea 
and snacks to the security forces deployed in the region, he said that the attack had emanated 
from the same Muslim houses. Muslim women were also standing on their roofs and attacking 
the police forces with acid, he added. 

According to one eyewitness who saw the pogrom against Hindus, in response to Muslim mob’s 
attack, Hindus too tried to mount an assault in self-defense but they were mostly at the receiving 
end as the Muslim rioters were perched at a higher elevation in Rajdhani school and had a clear 
aim to target the Hindus. Dinesh Munshi was shot in the head, after which he died. He added that 
despite this, Hindus assisted many Muslim women to their homes who were stuck in the struggle 
between the two sides. Hindus continued helping the needy ones while Muslims kept raining 
petrol bombs and hurling stones, he said. 

There was still an air of fear and apprehension in the region, as people are reluctant to come in 


front of the camera and name the culprits. They said that they had to stay in this area and if they 
come out and speak the truth, tomorrow nobody will come forth to help them if anything 
untoward happens to them. 

When asked where was the police when Hindus in the region came under attack, the residents 
said that police were present at the spot but they were not authorized to shoot the rioters^ 23 . 


While IB sleuth Ankit Sharma was dragged and killed brutally by the Islamist mob from the building of 
Tahir Hussain, eye witnesses had horror tales to tell about the severity of the attack and even why the 
residents attacked a mosque in the same neighbourhood. 


According to the residents, the unruly Muslim mob perched on the top of Hussain’s building wildly flung 
bricks and petrol bombs at the opposite street, in order to attack a Shiv temple located there. A building 
adjoining the temple was burnt down by the rampaging mob. The incessant attack on the temple structure 
had rendered the entire edifice rickety and tottering, on the verge of collapse. 


Amidst the ensuing violence, a video of an attack on a mosque in Delhi’s Ashok Nagar had gone 
viral. The video was used to project Hindus as aggressors while Muslims as the innocent victims 
of the saffron onslaught. However, according to the eyewitnesses of the Delhi riots, it was the 
Muslim community who initiated the communal flare-up by first attacking a Hindu temple 
devoted to Lord Shiva. 


“They are declaring through mosques the coordinated attacks on Hindus and their temples with date and 
time, specifically mentioning the number of temples in the area and threatening that not a single temple 
will be left. They had attacked a Shiva temple in Moonga Nagar, lane number 5 by hurling petrol bombs 
and stones at it, ” one of the eyewitnesses said. 


When asked if the attack on the temple in Moonga Nagar, lane number 5 had preceded the attack 
on a mosque, a video of which had gone viral, all the eyewitnesses replied in unison that the 
attack on the temple by Muslim mob happened before the mosque was attacked. 


“The Muslim mob from Tahir’s bungalow were targeting the temple but because this furniture shop stood 
before the temple, they attacked this building as well and set it on fire. They had hurled petrol bombs and 
stones at the temple. The attack from the Muslim mob had rendered the building so weak and frail that it 
can collapse any time now. If you visit the terrace of the nearby building, you will see stones, bricks 
scattered all around there,” an eyewitness said 13 ZS 1 . 


In the first case, the SIT arrested three men identified as Mohammad Firoze, Chand Mohammad 
and Rayees Khan, all belonging to the Chand Bagh area. They have been charged for the murder 
of a youth named Shahid. Shahid was allegedly murdered on February 24th near his house in 
Dayalpur area. The arrests have been made on the basis of several video footages which the 
Delhi Police acquired from public and social media. 

As per the TOI report, while examining the footage closely, the police identified the trio, 
shooting Shahid while he stood atop a house in the area. On the basis of this footage, the Delhi 
police nabbed the three. Meanwhile, a manhunt was launched to nab their associates. 

In the second case, Delhi police arrested two men, named Shoib and Imran, on charges of 
murdering a man identified as Mehroom. The incident was reported from Subhash Mohalla in 








Bhajanpura on February 24. The police identified the duo through the video footage shot through 
the mobile phones of locals. The duo is now being interrogated in order to get the lead on other 
rioters. 

Interestingly, in both the above cases the Muslim men have been booked for killing members of 
their own community. It was earlier speculated that gun-wielding, petrol bomb-throwing rioters 
may have hurt or killed members of their own community in the frenzied violence. These arrests 
seem to strengthen those arguments 122 ^. 


In another ground report, Oplndia spoke to the scared Hindu women of the Chand Bagh area where 
Ankit Sharma was murdered. The fear of the riots that gripped East Delhi is still visible on the faces of 
the Hindus staying in the riot-affected areas. While some sort of normalcy had returned, when moving 
from the drain towards Karaval Nagar, Hindus, staring at the close door of the lane still expressed great 
fear. This is the area where Tahir Hussain’s building has emerged as one of the epicenters of the riots. In 
Tahir Hussain’s building, Islamists had mercilessly murdered Ankit Sharma, a young IB official, who 
died with several knife gashes, his intestines torn apart and was then discarded in the drain. 


Oplndia reporters spotted one such closed gate to a lane. From the other side of the gate, dozens 
of scared Hindus looked on - they saw the Media trying to report and the police going about 
their job of investigating the scene. About 50 metres away from the building belonging to Tahir 
Hussain, where the brutal murder of Ankit Sharma had taken place a group of men and women 
stood. They were surprisingly not interested in what was happening on the main road - as the 
others from the lane were. They stretched their neck and were staring at Tahir Hussain’s 
building. When they were approached, some walked away, while others couldn't hold their tears 
back. 

An elderly woman said, “Look, we have no malice in our hearts. The Muslims brothers who 
stayed here have left their houses. Even we could have broken their locks and set their houses on 
fire, but we Hindus would never do this. We are so scared after the riot that we are neither 
sleeping nor eating. They want to turn India into Pakistan, though that is not possible, we will 
now demand a solution for this. We will not let Tahir Hussain’s building remain here. We will 
demand that the government demolishes it. They have made Chandbagh their stronghold”. 

Another woman said, “When acid bottles and stones were being thrown at us from this building 
it is then that we realized that this plan was made a long time ago. We have been living in this 
area for decades. Every day we come and see this building from our roofs, but never realized that 
plans are being made to kill us here. But even though we live here, we have never really 
understood what is taking place inside such a huge building. This is all a part of their politics”. 


A woman standing with the others then said, “We have come out of our houses for the first time in three 
days. Whatever these people (Muslims of the area) did with us, is being reported, but they didn’t even 
leave our daughters returning from tuitions. They took off their clothes and sent them to us naked. In 
front of our daughters, the rioters took off their own clothes and gestured indecently. We can never 
dream of ever wanting to kill our neighbours, but it is evident from their preparation that they wanted to 

finish us all off that day". 


Seeing that these women were talking to the reporters, the others, who were earlier hesitant, also 
came forward. They said that Hindus only have two or three children while the Muslims have ten 
or twelve, all of them, armed with guns and stones attacking the Hindus. 






“We also closed our windows due to fear and did not leave the house for three days. The rioters 
took advantage of this and burnt our temple as well. Even the houses of most of the Hindus 
present in the locality were set ablaze. The rioters did not even spare the poor Shyam Chaiwallah 
and the medical store. They first looted their shops and then set them on fire”, she said. 

A woman who had mostly not said much chimed in. She said that the people of Delhi voted for 
free amenities and it is now them who are bearing the brunt of it. 

During the Delhi riots, 38 people had lost their lives in the riots, while more than 200 have been 
injured. The injured include around 70 persons from the security forces. 48 FIRs had been filed 
and 514 suspects had also been rounded up by the police. The cops have set up 2 SITs for 
investigating serious cases of offence that took place during the riots. 

In two shocking incidents, while a 42-year-old Hindu Activist Vinod was lynched by a Muslim 
mob in front of his son Monu for sporting a “Jai Shree Ram” sticker on his bike 12 ^ 1 , another 
Hindu, Dilbar Singh’s hands and legs were chopped off by Islamists and then, the rest of him 
was thrown into the fire to be burnt alive. 


Eye witness account of a minor boy who managed to escape the Islamist mob that 

murdered Ankit Sharma 

According to the multiple eyewitnesses accounts, along with Ankit Sharma, there were three 
other people too who were dragged away by the frenzied Muslim mob inside Hussain’s building. 
However, one of them managed to make a miraculous escape and perhaps dodged an 
excruciating death. Oplndia got in contact with this escapee to seek more details about the gory 
incident. 

The minor boy, who was successful in rescuing himself, laid bare his experience in chilling 
details about the carnage unleashed by the Muslim mob sheltered inside AAP leader Tahir 
Hussain’s building. 


“They were dragging us inside the building. I somehow evaded their grip and extricated myself. But 
when I looked back, all three were missing,” the boy said in a trembling voice while referring to the three 
people including Ankit Sharma who were dragged inside Hussain’s building by the murderous mob. 


“Violence was raging in Chand Bagh. A large number of rioters were gathering near Tahir 
Hussain’s house. The rioters attacked the Shiva temple, this infuriated some Hindus, but looking 
at the sheer number of Muslim miscreants, no one could muster the courage to attack them. 
Meanwhile, while returning from duty, Ankit Sharma was stunned to see the utter collapse of 
law and order in Chand Bagh. Proceeding to pacify the rioters, he tried to calm them down, 
saying that we all have to live here together. However, the rioters gave short shrift to Sharma’s 
exhortations. Ankit Sharma then proceeded from Chand Bagh to Karaval Nagar, trying to 
dissuade people from indulging in violence. Some people joined and followed him, including 
me,” the boy recounted. 

He continued, “When Ankit Sharma and others reached near Tahir’s house, the mob instantly 
attacked us. They tried to drag us inside Tahir’s house. However, I yanked my hand and freed 
myself from their grip. The rioters dragged two more people to the house along with Ankit 




Sharma. When I looked back, all three had disappeared. It struck me as a realisation then they 
would not come back. I ran as fast as I could and locked myself up inside my house.” 

The minor said that he had no acquaintance with Ankit but he knew who he was and where he 
worked. Therefore, when Ankit started out to placate the rioters, he too joined him. However, he 
adds that since that incident, he and his family are profoundly frightened. The minor is scared of 
leaving his house. He fears that if his identity becomes public, the rioters will come after him. At 
the same time, he also regrets that he couldn’t help Ankit and the other two while they were 
being dragged by the murderous mob right in front of his eyes 13211 . 

The Contribution of ‘Civil Society’ organizations to the violence 

A network of far-left politically oriented organizations exist in western countries, as well as in 
India, that greatly affect national discourse, quite disproportionate to their actual popularity 
among the masses. In India, there are numerous such organizations that have always harbored a 
grudge against Narendra Modi and the vision of India he represents. 

Such organizations tend to enjoy a collaborative relationship with the main opposition party and 
have enjoyed the perks and benefits that come along with such partnerships. During the ongoing 
unrest in the wake of the passage of the Citizenship Amendment Act, the role of one ‘activist’ 
and his NGO close to the Indian National Congress has come into focus. In addition to that, the 
members of numerous other NGOs are accused and involved in the virulent protests against the 
Act. 


Harsh Mander 


Harsh Mander has served in the National Advisory Council (NAC), an advisory body set up by 
the first United Progressive Alliance government to advise the Prime Minister of India, with 
Sonia Gandhi as its chairperson. The body was widely regarded by Indian citizens and then 
opposition political parties as unconstitutional. The body comprised people from civil society 
organizations of questionable repute. The NAC faced the harshest criticism for its draft of the 
Communal Violence Bill. 12221 

The Bill, officially referred to as the Prevention of Communal and Targeted Violence (Access to 
Justice and Reparations) Bill, 2011, promulgated that Hindus ought to be considered the 
presumptive guilty party in the case of any communal riots. It assumed that only religious or 
linguistic minorities and people from the Scheduled Castes and Tribes could be the victims of 
communal violence conveniently ignoring all ground realities. The late Arun Jaitley, who has 
served as the Finance Minister of the country under the NDA government, had said then that the 
bill was anti-majority and presumed that the majority community is always to blame for 
communal violence. 

Harsh Mander and his NGO Karwan-e-Mohabbat have been very active at the anti-CAA protests 
in Shaheen Bagh. Harsh Mander spoke on the ‘importance of solidarity’ and “how we can 
practice civil-disobedience in today’s India”. Karwan-e-Mohabbat also has been urging people to 
join the protests at Shaheen Bagh. 12221 Harsh Mander had also promised to register himself as a 
Muslim if the CAB was passed in the Parliament. Harsh Mander with his organization 
‘Karwaan-e-Mohabbat’ published a report on the police action at the Aligarh Muslim University 
that absolved the students of all sins and peddled numerous lies against the Uttar Pradesh Police. 
Later, of course, the entire report turned out to be a massive fraud. 

Most intriguingly, Harsh Mander is the Chairman of George Soros’s Open Society Foundation’s 
Human Rights Initiative Advisory Board. The controversial left-wing ‘activist’ Harsh has landed 
himself in a spot of bother after a video where he can be seen inciting Muslim mobs against the 
Indian State and judiciary went viral on social media. Mander said that henceforth, decisions 
pertaining to matters of the state shall not be decided by the Supreme Court or the Parliament but 
will be made in the streets. Since then, the Supreme Court has refused to hear Harsh Mander’s 
petition until he clarifies his ‘justice on the streets’ speech. 122 ^ 

The Delhi Police, too, has filed an affidavit against Harsh Mander in the Supreme Court accusing 
him not only of inciting violence but also bringing disrepute to the Judiciary and have sought 
contempt of court proceedings against him. The Police have also requested the Judiciary to 
dismiss the petitions filed by Harsh Mander and enforce exemplary costs on him. In yet another 
video that has gone viral, the ‘activist’ has accused the Supreme Court of failing India’s 
minorities. 

Harsh Mander, in the past, has made several judicial interventions directed towards inciting 
passions among a section of the Indian population. He filed the petitions in the same judiciary he 
derided in his controversial speech. In the past, Harsh Mander has engaged in apologia for Ishrat 
Jahan, a female Lashkar-e-Taiba operative who was killed in an encounter along with three 
others by Crime Branch Officials in Gujarat during Narendra Modi’s tenure as the Chief Minister 
of Gujarat. He was also one of the individuals who had signed a mercy petition for the 1993 


Mumbai Attack Terrorist Yakub Memon, was among the 203 persons who had signed the mercy 
petition for Pakistani terrorist Ajmal Kasab responsible for the Mumbai Terror Attack of 2008, 
and had signed the mercy petition for Afzal Guru, the mastermind of the 2001 Terror Attack on 
the Indian Parliament. 1 ^ 

In 2019, Harsh Mander had filed a petition in the Supreme Court seeking the recusal of then 
Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi from hearing a case relating to the condition of detention 
camps and deportation of illegal immigrants from Assam. He was also one of the forty ‘activists’ 
who had filed a review petition in the Court against the Ayodhya Verdict that has paved the way 
for a Ram Temple at Ayodhya, bringing an end to a historical dispute. He is also part of the 
coterie that has filed a petition against the Citizenship Amendment Act. Moreover, Harsh 
Mander is also a member of the Ara Pacis Initiative, an organization backed by the Italian 
Government and is known to work in collaboration with the Italian Secret Services. 13231 


Sharjeel Imam 


Sharjeel Imam’s rise to notoriety was driven by a speech he made that went viral on social 
media. In the said video, he had urged Muslims to cut off North East India from the rest of the 
country by blocking the Chicken’s Neck. The Chicken’s Neck is a narrow stretch of land of 
about 22 kilometers located in West Bengal, that connects the northeastern states to the rest of 
India, with Nepal and Bangladesh lying on either side of the corridor. 

The stretch of land is extremely important for Indian national security reasons and considering 
Sharjeel Imam’s educational qualifications, it is plainly obvious that he was fully aware of the 
implications of his words. Sharjeel Imam says in the viral video, “If five lakh Muslims are 
organized then we can cut off the North-east from the rest of India. If we cannot do so 
permanendy, then at least we can do it for months. Our responsibility is to cut Assam from India, 
only then will the Government hear our voice. If we have to help Assam then we will have to cut 
Assam from the rest of India.” 

The worldview of Sharjeel Imam was made obvious from the posts he made on Facebook and 
the column he penned for far-left media outlet The Wire, which is known to spread fake news. 
From his Facebook posts, we learnt that he is an extremely radicalized individual who was fully 
aware that the path he advocated would have devastating consequences for the country. 1323 

He has claimed that the hanging of Radical Islamic Terrorists Yakub Memon and Afzal Guru 
would ‘shake’ the faith of Indian Muslims in the country’s judiciary and democratic values. He 
also attempted to whitewash the Pulwama Terror Attack carried out by Radical Islamic Terrorists 
in 2019 and claimed that the USA is responsible for the tensions between India and Pakistan, 
ignoring the fact that Pakistan has been guilty of sponsoring terrorist attacks on Indian soil. 
Sharjeel Imam has also accused India, USA and Israel of Islamophobia. 

Sharjeel Imam is important in the scheme of things because it was him who masterminded the 
anti-CAA Shaheen Bagh protests and making the state machinery to capitulate to mob rule by 
blocking off streets was his brainchild as well. And as we know, it was precisely that led to the 
situation spiraling out of control. In another Facebook post, Sharjeel denigrates Idol-Worship and 
calls it ‘Shirk’. He also insults polytheism, the form of religiosity most Hindus subscribe to, by 
using it as an insult. He equates atheism, secularism, humanism, even nationalism, to Shirk. In 
Islamic theology, ‘Shirk’ is considered a sin. 

In another video that had gone viral on social media by the 17th of December, he could be seen 
inciting Muslims to do ‘Chakka Jam’ in Delhi and wherever they have sufficient numbers. He 
called for Muslims to bring entire cities to a halt. “There are over 30% urban Muslims in UP. Do 
you have no shame at all? Why can't you do Chakka Jam in Uttar Pradesh (a state of India)? The 
area in Bihar where I am from, the rural Muslim population is 6% while the urban Muslim 
population is 24%. Indian Muslims mostly live in cities. So it is upon you. You can bring your 
cities to a halt. If anyone asks you not to, disown them,” he was heard saying in the viral video. 

In another speech Sharjeel Imam made, there are seventeen thousand students in the University, 
he says, if even five thousand of them spread across Delhi, the national capital will come to a 
halt. “Every guy who is a scholar, says I don’t need money or votes, fifty people will gather 
behind him instantly the situation as it is now. This is the situation, you just need to stand in the 
streets.” Sharjeel continued, “Wherever I go in Delhi, I meet a shopkeeper and tell him I am from 


JNU and a Musalmaan, then one person sits, then two, then fifteen and soon enough, thirty 
people will gather around me, only to listen to me. If you are a scholar, then your duty is on the 
streets, not here. You have studied, now it is your duty to educate the ‘Awaam’.”™ 

“We are scholars, we have the energy, we can mn, we can tolerate two-four lathis, we can take a 
couple of teargas, we can create pamphlets, edit videos,” he says before continuing, “We can go 
door to door and argue with people, the common man cannot do it. The common man does not 
even know what he has to say.” He says that one of the main things that scholars must do is 
create a ‘plan of action’. 

Sharjeel Imam’s plan for the future becomes evident during this part of the speech which is 
towards the end of it. He lays out an elaborate plan to make the state bow down to the Muslim 
community. He makes it clear that it is not a fight between the Congress party or the BJP but one 
between the Muslim community and the Indian State. 

He is careful enough to add ‘other oppressed minorities’ but when the speech is viewed in its 
entirety, the meaning of his words is quite clear. “We blocked the highway in Delhi. There are 
four major highways from Delhi to UP. We have blocked one so there’s already great pressure 
on the other three. If we block one more, toh haalat inki kharab ho jaayegi (They will be in a bad 
situation). And if the DND (the Delhi-Noida-Delhi road) is blocked someday, toh maza hi aa 
jaayega (it will be great),” he said, at the end of which he received a round of applause. 

Sharjeel Imam goes to the extent of saying that the DND should be targeted during peak hours so 
that even if the Police come, it can be blocked for a couple of days. During his speech, Sharjeel 
Imam also says that an ‘intellectual cell’ has been created which he asks the students gathered to 
join. He says that as many as a hundred, or maybe even two hundred or three, have already 
joined the ranks to form a team that would work along these lines. He concludes his speech by 
saying that We have the strength to bring Hindustan to a halt’. 


The Jamia ‘Sheroes’ 


We have established that the communal riots in Delhi ought not to be seen in isolation but as the 
tragic climax of a chain of violence that erupted in Delhi in December. But before violence 
erupted in the national capital, an important development occurred that was missed by many in 
the media. Certain ‘students’ of the Jamia Millia Islamia University had a prominent role to play 
in the events that transpired but there are a few among them who stand out prominently. 

Ladeeda Sakhaloon and Aysha Renna gained great popularity in the Left-oriented mainstream 
media as the faces of the ‘students’ protests’ against the CAA. They were hailed as ‘sheroes’ by 
a prominent journalist, Barkha Dutt, a known supporter of Hillary Clinton in the 2016 
Presidential Elections. However, with the almost instantaneous fame they received, their 
background also came to light and what came to the fore did not paint them in glowing colours. 

T3891 

Ladeeda Sakhaloon, on the 11 th of December, merely days before protests turned violent in 
Delhi, gave a call for ‘Jihad’ on Facebook. Her Facebook profile provides great evidence to her 
worldview. In the post mentioned, she openly gives a call to Jihad. She says that people should 
“learn about our ‘Jihad’.” She said in the post, “Do you think we only have the history of 
Hudaibiyya?! If you forget we will remind you about' Badr ', 'Uhd' and 'Karbala'. Do you think 
we only know to talk about 'Swabr' ?! Then you are mistaken! You should learn about our 'Jihad'. 
La ilaha ilia allah, Muhammad rasoolullah.” 

The mention of Badr, Uhd and Karbala is significant as these are battles where the early Muslims 
had scored decisive victories against the ‘Kaafirs’. The Battle of Badr was fought by Prophet 
Muhammad himself and is considered to be won by Allah’s divine intervention by Muslims. The 
Battle of Uhud was the second military encounter between the ‘Kaafir’ Meccans and the prophet. 
The battle of Karbala was fought between the Second Umayyad Caliph Yazid the first and 
grandson of the Islamic prophet. This battle ultimately sealed the Shia-Sunni divide. 

Ladeeda Sakhaloon ends the post with “La ilaha ilia allah, Muhammad rasoolullah.” Given the 
mention of the three places along with Jihad is ample evidence that Ladeeda Sakhaloon’s call for 
Jihad cannot be whitewashed as a mere non-violent struggle or spiritual struggle. Moreover, the 
Hudybiyyah she mentions is a peace treaty signed by Prophet Muhammad with the Qurayshi 
tribe which he later broke and went to war against them. Therefore, quite clearly, Ladeeda 
Salakhoon is drawing an analogy with breaking a peace treaty with ‘Kaafirs’ and going to war 
against them. This cannot be dubbed as a call for spiritual Jihad or non-violent Jihad in any 
manner whatsoever. In another Facebook post, Ladeeda shares someone’s write-up that says that 
“We are and will exist in every space as sons, daughters, grandsons, and granddaughters of 
Malcolm X, Ali Musliyar and Variamkunnath.” 1 ^ 

The Ali Musliyar she speaks about was a leader in the Moplah riots in Kerala (a state in India) in 
1921 and an active orator in the Khilafat Movement that had eventually led to the partition of the 
country and the creation of Pakistan. The estimated Hindu deaths of the ethnic cleansing in the 
Moplah massacre amounted to somewhere around 10,000 and it is believed that as many as 
100,000 Hindus were forced to leave Kerala in the wake of the riots. 

Annie Besant, a British women's rights activist, writer, orator, educationist, and philanthropist 
widely regarded as a champion for freedom, described the events in her book ‘The Future of 


Indian Politics’ as: “They murdered and plundered abundantly, and killed or drove away all 
Hindus who would not apostatize. Somewhere about a lakh of people were driven from their 
homes with nothing but the clothes they had on, stripped of everything. Malabar has taught us 
what Islamic rule still means, and we do not want to see another specimen of the Khilafat Raj in 
India.” 

Babasaheb Ambedkar, a Dalit stalwart and the chairman of the drafting committee of the Indian 
Constitution, in his book, Pakistan or the Partition of India, wrote, “The blood-curdling atrocities 
committed by the Moplas in Malabar against the Hindus were indescribable. All over Southern 
India, a wave of horrified feeling had spread among the Hindus of every shade of opinion, which 
was intensified when certain Khilafat leaders were so misguided as to pass resolutions of 
“congratulations to the Moplas on the brave fight they were conducting for the sake of 
religion”.” 

The number of Hindu Temples that were destroyed in the genocide is speculated to be a hundred. 
Forcible conversions of Hindus were rampant and unspeakable atrocities were poured upon 
Hindus Thus, the fact that the Face of the Jamia Milia Islamia University protests endorsed a 
statement that says she will live as a daughter and granddaughter of Ali Musliyar is a further 
testament of her Jihadist inclinations. By her own account, she wants to live as the daughter and 
granddaughter of someone who led the genocide of Hindus. 

By ‘Variamkunnath’, Ladeeda Salakhoon probably meant Chakkiparamban Variyankunnathu 
Kunjahammed Haji who was a great friend of Ali Musliyar. He fancied himself the ‘Sultan of 
Eranad’, the region of Kerala where the Moplah riots occurred. He is, in fact, considered the 
‘Father of the Moplah Riots’. He ran a parallel government for more than a half year before it 
was crushed by the then British government. Her friend, Aysha Renna, had called India ‘fascist’ 
because the terrorist Yakub Memon was hanged till death after he was convicted for his 
involvement in the Mumbai Blasts that killed hundreds of people. 

It is important to note that a person who had given a call for Jihad was the face of the Jamia 
Milia Islamia protests. Throughout December, into January and then February, the University 
has played a prominent part in the escalation of events which we shall discuss in the next section. 



The Jamia Coordination Committee 


The identity of the ‘intellectual cell’ that was supposedly established by Sharjeel Imam has not 
yet come out into the public domain. But there are certain ‘intellectuals’ who have made a great 
deal of effort in Delhi since Sharjeel was arrested in January. The ‘intellectuals’ we are referring 
to here belong to the Jamia Coordination of Committee (JCC) which shot to fame after releasing 
a misleading video on social media regarding Delhi Police’s crackdown on the campus on the 
15th of December 2019. J3slj 

On the 16 th of February, JCC released a purported CCTV footage in which some people wearing 
police uniforms were seen caning students allegedly in the library on December 15 during the 
anti-CAA riots that took place inside the university campus. The 49-second video purportedly 
shows some seven to eight people alleged to be police personnel entering the Old Reading Hall 
and beating ‘students’ with lathis. The video released by JCC had too many discrepancies and 
had been edited out to portray Delhi Police as the perpetrators of the attack. However, upon a 
careful observation, it could be seen that the Muslim mobs who had unleashed violence had 
taken refuge in the library to escape the police action. 

Soon, the University Administration issued a statement distancing themselves from the footage. 
“It has come to our notice that some videos regarding police brutalities in Dr Zakir Hussain 
library are in circulation. This is to clarify that the video has not been released by the university,” 
the administration said in a statement. The JCC has a Facebook page to its name where it 
provides regular updates to its audience on the events related to the protests against the 
Citizenship Amendment Act. In one such post, on the 20th of February, three days before 
violence erupted in the national capital, the JCC announced that it was about to complete two 
months of its ‘awareness campaign’ against the CAA and NRC. 

In the said Facebook post, the JCC wrote, “Apart from door to door Campaign, we also 
organized more than 10 large public talks, conducted multiple workshops with NGOs, Coaching 
institutes to educate students, Housewives, about the NRC CAA and NPR, so that they can 
further work in their locality. Our female volunteers addressed a Hundreds (sic) of female 
gatherings across Delhi in different localities to make them aware of this divisive bill.” They also 
said that the “Role of awareness Campaign team remains highly instrumental in sensitizing 
common masses about the drastic consequences of NRC CAA and NPR , which finally 
culminated into multiple protest sites across Delhi.” Interestingly, all the violence had broken out 
in the vicinity of the areas where JCC had campaigned and in some instances, in the same area 
where JCC had campaigned. Jafrabad and Mustafabad, two places JCC had campaigned in, was 
witness to extremely violent communal riots. Another such place was Hauz Rani, which is at a 
significant distance from Jafrabad. Old Delhi, which lies in Central Delhi, did not witness such 
violence. 

Jaitpur, which is again at a great distance from Jafrabad, did not face such violence. Hauz Rani 
stands out as it is isolated from the rest of the areas the JCC campaigned in but it did not escalate 
into violence although the Police was forced to lathi charge the anti-CAA ‘protesters’. There was 
an attempt to target local establishments there. Okhla is the site of the Shaheen Bagh protests and 
there was great involvement of JCC here. A “dedicated team of 25 members worked 
continuously for 1 week in this locality,” the Facebook post said. Shaheen Bagh is the 
southernmost colony of Okhla. Jafrabad, one area where JCC campaigned extensively, played a 


major role in the most recent escalation of violence in Delhi. On Saturday, the 22nd of February, 
a group of over 500 Muslim women gathered near the Jafrabad Metro Station and blocked road 
No. 66, which connects Seelampur to Maujpur and Yamuna Vihar. It was the act of blocking the 
road at Jafrabad that pushed Delhi over the edge. A day later, BJP leader Kapil Mishra demanded 
the removal of Anti-CAA protestors and clearance of the road within 3 days. A clash also broke 
out between Pro-CAA and Anti-CAA groups in Maujpur near Jafrabad that day, leading to heavy 
stone-pelting and vandalism of public property. 



APPEAL TO THE READER 


Dear Reader 

I hope you and your loved ones are doing well. Recent years have brought to fore the 
nefarious intents of certain sections of the society, whom we shall refer to as 
‘peacefuls’. In the name of spreading ‘peace’ and ‘harmony’, they undertake some of 
the most evil acts, the most recent (at the time of writing this appeal) of which were the 
Delhi riots of 2020. This report provides a comprehensive account of the events that 
lead to the riots. Details regarding the extent of planning can shock even the most steel 
hearted. 

This report is the result of some painstaking journalism and evidence gathering by 
Nupur Sharma (and others) of Oplndia. One could have purchased a copy of the report 
from Amazon at a nominal cost of INR 101. A portion of the proceeds from the sale 
would be donated to those Hindus who were affected by the ‘peaceful’ nature of the 
riots. 

We upload this report to the Library Genesis servers for multiple reasons, the primary 
one being, making the contents of this report accessible to anyone who does not want 
to download the useless Kindle app and submit to the overlords at Amazon (Bezos is 
already rich af. Money is well spent elsewhere). 

We recognize the fact that uploading this report would result in a monetary loss to 
Oplndia (and those affected by the riots). We therefore request the readers to donate 
whatever amount they can to Oplndia ( link) (UPI ID: opindia@kotak) . In case you 
can't, you can help the cause by sending your friends and acquaintances a copy 
of this report and request them to donate whatever they can to either Oplndia or 
to the local VHP/RSS units. 


Regards 




The Islamic Youth Federation (IYF) 


Towards the end of January 2020, it was reported that the Police were looking into Sharjeel 
Imam’s links to two Radical Islamic Organizations. One of them was the Islamic Youth 
Federation. 12221 The IYF was founded as a consequence of a merger between various Radical 
Islamic organizations that used to operate under the umbrella of Federation of Islamic Youth 
Organizations (FIYO) since 11 January 2009. At the end of 2018, the member groups of FIYO 
decided to come together and form a single group in order to build a single nationwide student 
movement. Thus, on the 31st of March, 2019, all these groups of FIYO came together to form 
the IYF. 

According to a DailyO report from April 2019, the IYF considers itself the true heir to the legacy 
of Abul A’la Maududi, the founder of the Jamaat-e-Islami (JI). The JI was founded in 1941 by 
the Islamic fundamentalist Maududi. Some members of the JI chose to stay in India post the 
partition of the country and it began calling itself the Jamaat-e-Islami Hind (JIH), however, there 
was no visible disassociation from its Islamic fundamentalist objectives. It was only in 1984 that 
it lifted its ‘voting ban’ on its members, until then, their members were not permitted to vote in 
elections. It also ‘boycotted’ the judiciary, army and the banking system. 

The report also says that the constituent members of the FIYO wished to establish an Islamic 
State in India. It goes so far as to say, “The IYF doesn’t represent anything new. It is just a 
continuation of Maududi’s original programme of establishing Hukumat e Ilahiya. JIH left it 
midway and moderated itself. SIMI continued the same but got banned. IYF now seeks to carry 
that legacy forward.” ‘Hukumar e Ilahiya means the government of Allah. The website of IYF 
says that its aim is ‘To achieve the pleasure of Almighty Allah through the establishment of 
Islam in individual and collective lives.’ Other objectives include “To try to eliminate moral 
degradation, sexual anarchy and mental slavery” and “To present the message of Islam to Non- 
Muslim students and youth and to call them towards it”. The reasons for Muslims to join this 
organization include “(IF!!!) You wish to liberate the humans from human dominance and bring 
humanity under the rule of Allah” and “(IF!!!) You wish your school, college, campus, hostel, 
streets and cities to live by belief (iman) and Islam in vision, mission and action”. IYF also says 
that Muslims should join it if “You wish to convert your society into the best and exemplary 
society”. 

The Facebook page of the organization provides further clues about its fundamentalist 
inclinations. They club atheism, movies and music, birthday celebrations along with alcohol, 
nudity, affairs (presumably extramarital and premarital both) and vulgarity. And the poster was 
part of its ‘Crush Evil Campus Campaign’. It does appear a bit drastic to condemn birthday 
celebrations and music as evil but it is consistent with Islamic fundamentalism. Furthermore, it 
clubs social media as evil too, which is ironic given the fact that the poster was published on 
Facebook. 

According to the IYF, the Muslim youth should come forward “To attain the happiness of Allah 
and achieve Jannat (Heaven) join the effort and struggle of dominating of the motto ‘La ilaaha 
illallaah’ (There is no God and sovereign except Allah) and making Quran the constitution of 
lives of humans. Become an integral part of this important student and youth organization 
Islamic Youth Federation (IYF). And sacrifice the most important and precious phase of your 
life, your youth, in the path of your creator and lord, Allah.” 


It is pertinent to mention here that the slogan of ‘La ilaha illallah’ has been the dominating 
slogan of these Muslim protests against the CAA. The same slogan caused a split between the 
secular camp and the Islamic fundamentalist brigade. Senior Congress leader Shashi Tharoor 
spoke out against the slogan being used in these anti-CAA protests, however, his voice was soon 
crushed by the Radical Muslims driving the movement. 

Tharoor was also subjected to sloganeering at public events for his words. The DailyO report 
says that “As a part of its programme, IYF makes sure it vilifies nationalism, secularism, 
feminism, communism and liberalism every now and then through the posters it releases, both 
online and offline. These ‘isms’, they believe, are antithetical to Islam and must be demolished 
before an Islamic state can be established.” The poster by IYF appears consistent with this. It’s 
also consistent with Sharjeel Imam’s ideology who considers Materialism, Atheism, Liberalism, 
Idolatry and Humanism as ‘Shirk’. 

The distressing part here is the fact that the IYF has added another word to the conventional 
interpretation of ‘La ilaha illallah’. According to the IYF, it doesn’t simply mean ‘No God But 
Allah’ but also means ‘No God or Sovereign but Allah’. It is a clear hint towards the fact that the 
organization does not consider the Indian State to be sovereign. The preamble of the Indian 
Constitution declares India to be a sovereign country, the IYF is clearly rejecting it. This is also 
consistent with Sharjeel Imam’s ideology who considers nationalism to be ‘Shirk’. 



The Popular Front of India (PFI) 


The radical Islamic outfit, Popular Front of India has been in the midst of several dangerous 
controversies and plots of radical terrorists. It was launched after the Karnataka Forum for 
Dignity (KFD, Karnataka) National Development Front (NDF, Kerala) Manitha Neethi Pasarai 
(MNP, Tamil Nadu) and the South India Council decided to float the organization together. The 
PFI is suspected of funding violence in the recent spate of violence during the ongoing protests 
against the Citizenship Amendment Act. The Enforcement Directorate has claimed that the PFI 
has spent around Rs. 120 crores to fuel riots across the country. The investigation report says that 
the money was withdrawn a day before or on the day of the anti-CAA protests. 

Three people associated with PFI, including UP state head Waseem, were arrested by the Uttar 
Pradesh police for orchestrating violence by spreading misinformation through social media 
platforms on the 23 rd of December. UP police chief OP Singh has stated that members of radical 
Islamic organizations - PFI and its political front, Social Democratic Party of India (SDPI), 
including political parties like Samajwadi Party were involved in instigating Muslim mobs to 
indulge in violence across the state during the anti-CAA protests. The UP police have advocated 
a ban on PFI after the widespread violence in the state. Five more PFI members have been 
arrested by the UP Police on the 31st of January, Friday. 

The PFI has a history of its members being associated with violence. Only in November 2019, 
the National Investigation Agency (NIA) had re-arrested the out-on-bail accused and a member 
of PFI, KA Najeeb, in connection with a professor’s palm chopping case in Kerala. Najeeb was 
booked under relevant sections of the IPC, Explosive Substances Act, and the Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act for “conspiring and facilitating the lethal attack on Professor TJ 
Joseph at Thodupuzha, Ernakulam district in Kerala on July 4, 2010.” PFI member Asim Sharif 
is also suspected of involvement in the killing of RSS activist Rudresh. Rudresh, the RSS 
worker, was hacked to death in the Shivajinagar area of Bengaluru in October 2016. Five men 
including Asim Sharif were arrested in the case and a National Investigation Agency court had 
framed charges against them. Asim Sharif was reportedly the district president of Bengaluru PFI. 

The NIA had also arrested a Muslim man named Myden Ahmed Shali in 2019, the head of one 
‘Dawah’ team, for the killing of 42-year-old Hindu activist and PMK leader Ramalingam on the 
morning of 5th February 2019 at Pakku Vinayagam Thoppu in Kumbakonam, Thanjavur district, 
Tamil Nadu. The Dawah team was linked to the PFI. Earlier, the NIA had arrested another PFI 
member named Mohammad Faruk in connection with the murder. Tamil Nadu police had earlier 
arrested 10 persons before NIA took over the case. 

On the 26 th of December 2019, it was reported that the Delhi Police along with Intelligence 
Agencies investigating the anti-CAA riots that broke out in Jamia Millia Islamia University 
earlier in the month and available evidence firmly pointed towards the involvement of the radical 
Islamist outfit PFI. The PFI has its headquarters in Delhi in the vicinity of Shaheen Bagh, Okhla, 
Jamia Nagar, Batla House. 

According to the police, around 150 members of PFI entered Delhi from different states on the 
13th of December, two days before the violence in Jamia Millia Islamia University. They had, 
according to the police and intelligence agencies, hid themselves in the Jamia area before the 
violence broke out. The stone-pelting and arson were started by these elements from PFI. It was 
also said that the protests emerged in Delhi as the ‘activists’ knew the media would splash it 



across their front pages which would help widen the base of the stir. 

On the 25 th of February, it was reported that intelligence agencies had unearthed the role of PFI 
and the Bhim Army, an Ambedkarite organization in instigating violence against the CAA in 
Uttar Pradesh as well as Delhi. The Uttar Pradesh State Intelligence revealed that on the basis of 
Call Detail Records (CDRs) of a few key mobile phone numbers, they came to the conclusion 
that the violence that erupted in Delhi in the 23 rd and 24 th of February was inextricably linked 
with the violence that took place in Aligarh after the passage of the CAA. The state intelligence 
report also said that officials of Bhim Army, who had previously held a demonstration in 
Ambedkar park in Aligarh, met PFI officials after submitting a memorandum to the city 
magistrate. 

Following this, a group of students from the Aligarh Muslim University (AMU) students met 
Bhim Army and PFI leaders. The report further added that a large contingent under the 
leadership of Bhim Army reached a religious place in the town and started removing posters and 
shouting anti-government slogans. When the police tried to take control of the deteriorating 
situation during Delhi violence, the demonstrators started attacking police personnel by pelting 
stones at them. The violence then touched off in the Upper Court and Jamalpur area of the town 
where the anti-C AA riots were already underway. 

“Simultaneous incidents of violence erupted in different parts of the city. It appears that stone 
pelting was orchestrated and the ensuing violence in the Northeast district of Delhi had links to 
Aligarh. We are trying to verify some crucial phone call data,” a Circle Officer of Aligarh police 
had said at that point of time. There is an uncanny symmetry in the timing and the pattern of 
CAA related violence in Delhi and Aligarh. “Violence in both places was initiated by stone- 
pelting after which huge crowds gathered, leading to incidents of arson and looting,” he said. 
“The riots that took place in Delhi had a stark resemblance to those that happened in Aligarh. In 
Aligarh shops were looted in Khair road area, while in Delhi’s Jafrabad neighbourhood a petrol 
pump was set ablaze and several shops were ransacked,” he continued. The police officer also 
highlighted yet another similarity between the violence in Aligarh and Delhi, pointing towards 
the fact that policemen were targeted by the rampaging mob at both the places. 

According to documents accessed by Oplndia in the first week of February, the Shaheen Bagh 
anti-CAA protests was funded by Popular Front of India (PFI). The details produced by the 
Enforcement Directorate suggest that a hefty sum of Rs 120.50 crores was credited in 73 bank 
accounts maintained by the Popular Front of India in 17 different banks. Out of these 73 
accounts- 27 were directly maintained by PFI, 9 accounts were in the name of PFI’s related 
entity- Rehab India Foundation and the other 37 were in the name of certain individuals or 
entities in 17 different banks. Majority of the deposits in these bank accounts were through cash 
deposits. In the past several months, out of the donations received by PFI, more than half was 
received in cash. Out of the cash donations almost two-third was deposited in banks and the rest 
one-third was stacked in the PFI’s National headquarter situated in G-78, Shaheen Bagh, Delhi. 

The PFI activists and members allegedly collected cash from people across India and handed it 
over to their area-specific handlers, who then travelled to Delhi to deposit the cash at the PFI 
National headquarters in Shaheen Bagh. In the previous 10 months, PFI received Rs 30 lakh as a 
donation in the form of cash, cheque, RTGS, NEFT, UPI, etc. Out of the large sum around 50 per 
cent was received in cash. Out of the cash donation, approximately 60-65 per cent was deposited 
in the bank and the rest was kept in PFIs national headquarters in Shaheen Bagh. The ED 



documents accessed by Oplndia say that the PFI President of Delhi, Mohammad Parvez Ahmed 
and it’s other members have actively participated in the anti-CAA protest in Shaheen Bagh. 

On the 12 th of March, Delhi unit President Parvez Ahmed and Secretary Illiyas were arrested in 
connection with the matter. The ED has questioned office-bearers of PFI and another outfit 
linked to it, Rehab Foundation of India (RFI). The ED had interrogated Parvez Ahmed, RIF 
trustee Shahid Abookacker, PFI Delhi secretary Abdul Muqeet, RIF general secretary Remiz 
Muhammed, PFI national secretary Anis Ahmed, RIF secretary Afsel Chandrankandy and PFI’s 
national headquarters accountant KP Jaseer. 



A Nexus of Organizations 


One of the organizations campaigning against the CAA was the United Against Hate (UAH) 
group. 13221 There’s an American organization with the same name but we cannot confirm whether 
United Against Hate in India is a branch of the American organization by the same name. 
Therefore, we shall proceed under the assumption that it’s a wholly separate and independent 
organization. The organization has a Facebook page and Twitter handle and not a website of its 
own. Therefore, it’s hard to find information on it. 

But we did manage to find a report on the Huffington Post that gives a clue into its ideological 
orientation. The HuffPo report says, “Among the organizations part of the network that United 
Against Hate will tap into are the Bhim Army, Jamaat-e-Islami, Jamiat Ulema-e-hind, Jamaat-e- 
Islami and Alpsankhyak Adhikar.” UAH is important because Umar Khalid, the person who 
urged Muslims to take to the streets during Donald Trump’s visit, is a member of this 
organization. 

The Facebook page provides some insight into the network’s functioning. One of the two 
managers of the page is Syed Faizan Zaidi, who is either a student or alumni of Jamia Millia 
Islamia University as per his Facebook profile. He calls himself ‘Mujahid Faizan’. We cannot 
say for sure if ‘Mujahid’ is his actual name or part of his actual name but what we do know is 
that Mujahid is a participant of Jihad. And that is why organizations such as Indian Mujahideen 
have the word in their name. Mujahideen is plural for Mujahid. Of course, Mujahid may be his 
nickname but ‘Mujahid Faizan’ appears a very unusual nickname indeed. We reiterate that we 
cannot confirm whether ‘Mujahid Faizan’ is a name Syed Faizan Zaidi has chosen for himself 
based on his ideology or whether it was a name given to him. Regardless, ‘Mujahid’ in his name 
is a very relevant fact considering the nature of events we are dealing with. 

Another organization that has great significance in the scheme of things is the Students Islamic 
Organization of India (SIO). 122 ^ In the violence at Jamia, SIO member Asif Tanha was named as 
an accused in the FIR filed by Delhi Police in the matter. Shiyas Perumathura, the husband of 
Ladeeda Sakhaloon, the Jamia ‘Shero’ who gave a call for Jihad before violence erupted at the 
national capital is a secretary at the SIO. The SIO was founded by Jamaat-e-Islami in 1982 after 
the Students Islamic Movement of India (SIMI) broke away from it in 1981. 

SIMI is now a banned terror outfit. A Livemint report from 2008 puts the relationship between 
the two organizations in this manner, “Blood brothers they may be, but the groups have charted 
conflicting courses, both in principle and actions. While SIMI is largely underground after the 
government crackdown, SIO is a gradually swelling student revolution in the making, taking 
Islam beyond the parodied stereotypes of fundamentalism and violence. Its mission: to prepare 
students, Muslims and non-Muslims, for reconstmction of a peaceful India on the basis of 
Islamic principles.” 

The Jamaat-e-Islami itself has an extremely turbulent past. After the partition of the country, the 
organization split itself into independent organizations in the newly created states. It has been 
described as having undergone an “ideological transformation” and said to have abandoned its 
goal of transforming India into an Islamic State. But given everything that has occurred in recent 
times, we will have to revisit this question. It is also important to remember that the IYF 
considers itself the true heirs to the legacy of the founder of the JIH. SIO Maharashtra chief 
Salman Ahmed was detained for making provocative statements during an anti-CAA gathering 


in Nanded, Maharashtra early in February. 

In the speech, Salman Ahmed said that the CAA was not like the Babri Masjid matter where the 
Supreme Court judgement is binding on all. “Shaheen Bagh has decided that CAA will be rolled 
back and the government must roll back. This is a fight for dignity. This is a fight for justice and 
self-respect. This law will be rolled back and this government will also go. If these two things 
(CAA and the Narendra Modi-led government) stay, then nothing will remain. The Muslim 
community is ready to do whatever it takes. This is not a strategy like Babri Masjid where we 
will have to accept the court judgement. We have made a decision, now Hindustan will have to 
accept it.” 

In another clip that went viral on social media, he shames Hindus for the central government 
passing the Citizenship Amendment Act. “You should be ashamed. Don’t come to show that 
there are Hindus against CAA. But be ashamed that this law came into being not because of 
Muslim votes but because of your votes. Muslims have not voted for Pragya Singh Thakur. You 
know who voted for her. Muslims didn’t vote for Yogi, you voted for Yogi,” he said. 

When he said Yogi, he was referring to Yogi Adityanath, the Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh. He 
further said that instead of sacrificing and putting in hard work to get the law rolled back, Hindus 
were telling Muslims what they should do and what slogans not to shout. “You are not able to 
mobilize your community but you are giving Muslims free advice like don’t chant these slogans, 
don’t wear a skull cap, keep your religion at home,” he said. Following his hateful speech, 
Ahmed was booked and later detained by Mumbai Police after he was traced to a hideout in 
Kurla. 



‘Pinjra Tod’ and ‘United Against Hate’ 


Pinjra Tod is a far-left women rights’ group with expected attitudes towards US President 
Donald Trump and Prime Minister Modi. The unique aspect of the organization is that activists 
associated with the organization have been accused of inciting violence by anti-CAA activists 
themselves. “Concerned citizens of Seelampur, Jafrabad and Trans-Yamuna” had accused Pinjra 
Tod and other ‘elite civil society’ groups of inciting riots at the national capital even before the 
communal violence in Delhi reached its peak. The appeal was conveyed through a Facebook post 
published by anti-CAA ‘activist’ and Editor of blogs ‘Muslims of India’ Ovais Sultan Khan. 12221 

The post was published on the social media platform at midnight on Sunday, the 23rd of 
February. It said that it was ‘very very irresponsible behaviour’ and the appeal was made late 
Saturday night, the day the anti-CAA protesters blocked road No. 66, which connects Seelampur 
to Maujpur and Yamuna Vihar. The appeal said, “Because of fantasies of elite civil society and 
groups such as Pinjra Tod, we the locals of Seelampur and trans-Yamuna are in great trouble. All 
localities are worried. There is panic everywhere. They repeatedly incited violence and today 
they blocked Jafrabad main road.” 

The appeal also said that when some local women protesters disagreed with the plans to block 
the road, the Pinjra Tod activists said, “Kafan bandh ke aaye hain, jo humare sath nahi wo desh 
ka Gaddar hai (We have come wearing our shroud, those who are not with us, they are traitors to 
their country).” It also said that Pinjra Tod activists fought with the Police in Delhi Gate 
Daryaganj but none of them were arrested as they ran away. “For their adventures, we suffer 
badly,” Khan said. 

The appeal said further, “Pinjra Tod made several attempts in the past to do the same in trans 
Yamuna protest sites which we stopped in the past. And said categorically that our protests will 
remain nonviolent.” Another individual on Facebook, Ayesha Mualla, agreed with the assertions 
made in the appeal. Sharing Khan’s post, Mualla said, “This is irresponsible. No one is doubting 
the agency of the women protestors blocking Seelampur- Jafrabad main road. But actions such as 
these, being led by students groups will only hurt the local community, as is evident in the post 
below.” 

“We must join the women protesting, and stand in solidarity. But it is important to express our 
discomfort here, please remember this may only and only harm the already vulnerable, not you 
and not me,” she added. The appeal was also shared by Tamanna Pankaj, who works at Indian 
Civil Fiberties Union and United Against Hate, which has been running an anti-CAA campaign 
of its own. In her Facebook post sharing the appeal, Tamanna claimed that the roadblock was 
initiated by Pinjra Tod. 

The allegations against Pinjra Tod were also made by an individual on Facebook who claims to 
have graduated from Jamia Millia Islamia University. He said on the 24th of February, “It would 
be naive to blame Chandrashekhar for the losses Muslim neighbourhoods suffered yesterday and 
today. In my assessment, Pinjra Tod would be the real culprit behind untimely provocations of 
unwise blockades that brought this violent turn of events in Seelampur before spreading to other 
sites.” 

The news editor at the Congress mouthpiece National Herald, Ashlin Mathew, also said that she 
has been hearing that Pinjra Tod activists ‘goaded’ the women at Jafrabad to block the road. She 


also said that the women themselves say it was a collective decision. Furthermore, she said that 
Pinjra Tod activists were present when violence broke out at Daryaganj in December. 

It was reported on the 9 th of March that the Delhi police believed that Pinjra Tod could have been 
the ‘external factor’ that ultimately led to the Delhi riots. The Delhi police believe that on the 
intervening night of 22nd and 23rd Febmary, this ‘external force’ essentially convinced the 
women protesting against CAA, to choke the arterial Jafrabad Metro station road and escalate 
their protest to full-fledged road blockage. 

According to a report published on the Times of India (TOI), an officer said that Pinjra Tod 
activists were present in the Seelampur-Jafrabad area on February 22 evening and urged the anti- 
CAA protesters at the dharna site and other nearby areas to make their anti-CAA protest more 
impactful by creating a roadblock at the Jafrabad Metro station road. According to the report, it 
was this event that finally led to a show of strength from the other side and eventually, led to the 
Delhi riots. 

“The assessment is that there may have been two reasons behind getting the anti-CAA women 
protesters to shift from the small Jafrabad dharna to an arterial road. One, an attempt to create an 
alternative protest site in the apprehension of the Supreme Court moving to end the dharna at 
Shaheen Bagh, and second, to create a negative image of India coinciding with the US 
President’s visit”, a Delhi police source told TOI. 


Prashant Bhushan 

Prashant Bhushan has been at the forefront of these violent protests, part of the coterie of high- 
profile activists that he is. There were legal teams working to help protesters avoid the 
consequences for their actions, some of them were headed by advocate Prashant Bhushan 
himself. The 'advocate' also spread numerous canards against the CAA and NRC during the run¬ 
up to February, calling it an attempt to snatch away citizenship from the "poor, Dalits and 
Muslims". 

Prashant Bhushan has also declared that CAA and the NRC was the “first concrete step” to 
establish a Hindu Rashtra in India. An article 1323 he co-authored in January said, “Though 
agitation in the country has been sparked off by the passing of the communal and discriminatory 
CAA, a far more serious malaise lies behind the NRIC and the NPR. This exercise has however, 
finally lit the spark of a massive people’s movement against this inhuman and communal regime. 
The government is trying to suppress the protests by brutal police action in BJP ruled states.” 

During this period, he also had a run-in with the Judiciary. At a press conference in January 1323 , 
he called Uttar Pradesh Police the “largest organised gang of communal criminals in the 


country.” At the same press conference, he said, “Ironically, the High Court and Supreme Court 
kept mum over the anarchy in the state. Such a situation was not even seen during the 
Emergency period." 

In an exclusive Oplndia report 12221 , it was revealed how deeply Prashant Bhushan was involved in 
the anti-CAA protests along with Harsh Mander and other elements. 

Oplndia reported that a WhatsApp group that was made by some people who were planning to 
march from Mandi House and then eventually join the Lai Qila rally on the 19 th of December 
2019. This group was relatively small, however, they were coordinating with each other as to 
how they were to reach Mandi House or Lai Qila “protests” since section 144 had been imposed 
and several routes have been cordoned off by the Delhi Police. 

The message firstly asked the readers to ‘spread the message’. It said that for the protests on 19th 
December, there is a legal team present on the spot. The team was to be working under the 
supervision of Prashant Bhushan and if anyone is to face detention or legal action, they could 
contact a person called Nilesh. Nilesh was directly connected to Yogendra Yadav and his party 
Swaraj ya Abhiyaan. 

If one recalls, Oplndia had exposed how a different WhatsApp group was being used, run by 
NSUI and Congress functionaries to coordinate and fan protests across the country that have 
often turned violent. One of the admins of that group was an individual called Rishav Ranjan 
who was a Swarajya Abhiyaan member. With Swarajya Abhiyaan and Prashant Bhushan helping 
protestors legally, it was evident that the aim was to ensure that people don’t stay away from 
these protests fearing the law or even the Section 144 that had been imposed by police in several 
places to ensure violence does not break out in the country, thus, fuelling the protests further. 

Thus, like his comrade Harsh Mander, Prashant Bhushan’s anger towards the Judiciary became 
imminent when things were not going in his favour. As it so happens, it is consistent with how 
his conduct in the recent past. 

Prashant Bhushan, who has been a vocal critic of the Modi Government, is associated with the 
foreign-funded NGO CommonCause. CommonCause has a history of making legal 
interventions, often pertaining to very critical matters of the state. Leaving aside matters of law, 
it is indeed a cause for grave concern for the Indian State that foreign funded organizations are 
intervening in crucial matters of the state. They could very well be pushing forward foreign 
interests to undermine India’s own. 

It is not farfetched to assume that donors of an NGO affect the workings of it significantly. 
Prashant Bhushan himself was forced to resign from the governing body of CommonCause and 
Swaraj Abhiyan after a complaint was registered against him for violating Bar Council of India 
Rules on Professional Standards. 12221 The complaint was filed by Major S.K. Punia before the Bar 
Council of Delhi (BCD). Clause 9 of the rules states that an advocate should not represent 
organizations he is a member of. The BCD had sought a reply from Bhushan over Major Punia’s 
complaint. In his response, the advocate had conceded that he had indeed violated the rule. 

Poliowing his resignation, Prashant Bhushan announced on Twitter that he had resigned as the 
Bar Council was “hounding him” and that he will continue to represent them in the Court and 
guide them. He also confirmed that he had only resigned from the Governing Body of these 
organizations. The advocate has a history of making dubious legal interventions in the court. 12221 
Mohammed Salimullah, a Rohingya, filed a petition in the Supreme Court in October 2018 


seeking a stay on the government’s decision to deport 7 Rohingyas through advocate Prashant 
Bhushan. 

The Supreme Court, however, refused to stay the government’s decision. Prashant Bhushan 
involved himself in an internal feud that has ensued within the Central Bureau of Intelligence 
(CBI). The petition was filed by NGO Common Cause where Bhushan was a member of the 
Governing Council and sought a court-monitored SIT investigation into the alleged malpractices 
within the CBI. It is also pertinent to mention that a petition was filed by the same NGO against 
the appointment of R.K. Asthana as the Special Director of the CBI. 

The NGO Common Cause, through Bhushan, had also filed an interim application in the Courts 
accusing Prime Minister Modi of taking bribes. The Court had dismissed the application stating 
that the documents which were presented in the court as evidence were inadmissible as they were 
neither credible nor reliable. Bhushan later insinuated that the Court was scared of big 
corporates. 

On another occasion, Prashant Bhushan had appeared for Admiral Ramdas who had reportedly 
filed a PIL against the appointment of IPS officer Sharad Kumar as the Vigilance Commissioner 
in the Central Vigilance Commission (CVC). The Court while dismissing the petition chose to 
remind the litigants that PILs are for the poor. In 2016, Adv. Prashant Bhushan had appeared in 
the Supreme Court on behalf of Common Cause and S.P. Udaykumar, an anti-nuclear activist 
who was charged with sedition for his involvement with the protests against the Koodankulam 
Nuclear Project. The petitioners had alleged that the sedition laws were being misused to 
routinely persecute students, journalists and intellectuals. 

The advocate also steers an organization called the Center for Public Interest Litigation (CPIL). 
The Supreme Court in 2016 was quite flummoxed with the fact that filing PILs was the sole 
activity of an NGO. The bench headed by then Chief Justice T.S. Thakur said, “Prashant 
Bhushan, you have an image of a crusader. But can you become the centre for public interest 
litigation? Can the system be taken for a ride in such a manner? We cannot allow this.” 

While dismissing a host of PILs seeking a probe into the death of Judge Loya, which was another 
issue where Home Minister Amit Shah and Prime Minister Modi were victims of a concerted 
campaign, the Supreme Court slammed Prashant Bhushan and his NGO CPIL saying “attempts 
were made to misrepresent and mislead the court by manufacturing evidence to cast a doubt on 
the circumstances leading to the death of judge Loya”. 

The conduct of Prashant Bhushan also led the Supreme Court to express grave concern over the 
rising misuse of PILs in its Judge Loya verdict. It said, “The misuse of public interest litigation is 
a serious matter of concern for the judicial process. It is a travesty of justice for the resources of 
the legal system to be consumed by an avalanche of misdirected petitions purportedly filed in the 
public interest which, upon due scrutiny, are found to promote a personal, business or political 
agenda.” 



Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI) 


Retired Justice Madan B Lokur, who recently spoke out against the CAA has links to an NGO as 
well. He was one of the four judges who had held a press conference against then CJI Dipak 
Misra in 2018. Now, he is a non-resident judge at the Supreme Court of Fiji. The most 
interesting development, however, came when as a member of the Commonwealth Human 
Rights Initiative (CHRI), he had signed a statement along with other so-called ’eminent citizens’ 
against the ongoing process of NRC and detention centers. 14211 

The statement read, “As concerned citizens, we look to the Supreme Court to reaffirm India’s 
constitutional and international obligations to rights on sensitive issues. That is why we are 
disappointed by recent statements by the Chief Justice of India on a complex matter relating to 
illegal detention and deportation, without heeding India’s own constitutional and international 
obligations.” 

“While advocating greater detention of suspected ‘foreigners’, the Chief Justice brushed aside 
the Assam Chief Secretary with a stinging admonition for proposing a methodology for the 
release of a handful of foreign prisoners who had been in detention beyond their term of sentence 
for illegal entry. This was especially of concern for the case concerned the willful violation of the 
human rights of hundreds of detainees who were languishing in what the court itself accepts are 
“inhuman conditions”. We regard these remarks as unfortunate,” it added. 

However, as a Justice in the Supreme Court, he had reprimanded the government of Assam for 
not speeding up the construction of detention centers. In an order dated September 12, 2018, 
Justice Lokur had said, “We are not at all surprised that not a single State has set up a detention 
centre/holding centre/camp. Unfortunately, this includes the State of Assam, which has a very 
large number of illegal immigrants/foreign nationals. Be that as it may, we expect the State of 
Assam, particularly to expedite the construction of the detention centre since the amount of Rs 
46.51 crores has been sanctioned by the Union of India.” 

The judge recorded this statement and added in his order: “We expect the State of Assam to 
ensure that the construction is carried out at the earliest.” “We have also requested the Additional 
Solicitor General (Mr Tushar Mehta) to explore the possibility of converting the earlier jail 
premises in Guwahati into a detention centre,” the statement by the bench further said. 

Newsl8 further notes, “On October 31, 2018, Justice Lokur noted in his order about the 
construction of a standalone detention centre at Matia in Goalpara with a capacity of 3,000 
inmates, and sought “the broad details of the tender as well as time for construction”. The bench 
also took on record submissions regarding the reunion of detenue families and other amenities in 
the detention centers, including the one at Goalpara.” The Newsl8 report adds, “Justice Lokur’s 
bench, on November 2, 2018, again recorded in its order that the new detention centre in 
Goalpara is expected to be completed with Pre-Fab Technology by August 31, 2019. 

“We expect the State of Assam to adhere to the timeline, more particularly since the executing 
agency is the Assam Police Housing Corporation Ltd,” his bench had then directed.” “It is thus 
intriguing to note that when Justice Lokur was a serving judge before whom the issues of illegal 
migrants and detention centers had come up, he did not raise any of these concerns about criteria 
of those who were being detained as suspected foreigners or illegal migrants. He, as a matter of 
fact, sped up construction of detention centers, in particular, the one at Goalpara,” the report 


observed. 


Justice Lokur’s association with the Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI) may 
provide some clue into the reasons behind his flip flop on the matter of detention centers and his 
comments on the CAA. He is a member of the Executive Committee of the CHRI. As per its 
website, “CHRI’s work is split into two core themes: Access to Information and Access to 
Justice, which includes Prison Reform, Police Reform, and advocacy on media rights and the 
South Asia Media Defenders Network (SAMDEN). CHRI additionally monitors the human 
rights situation across the Commonwealth through its International Advocacy and Programming 
(IAP) unit.” 

The SAMDEN is particularly interesting. CHRI’s website states, “SAMDEN’s core group 
includes eminent professionals such as such as Bangladesh’s Mahfuz Anam of the Daily Star, 
Kanak Mani Dixit of Himal in Nepal, Salil Tripathi, chair of PEN’S unit on journalists in prison, 
Mrinal Pande, veteran editor and author, John Zubrzycki (a Sydney-based journalist, author 
specialising in South Asia), Siddharth Varadarajan, Founding Editor of The Wire, and Sanjoy 
Hazarika, former correspondent for the New York Times and now International Director at 
CHRI, among several others.” 

The ideological inclinations of Salil Tripathi, Siddharth Varadarajan of The Wire, and the New 
York Times are well known. These are compulsive contrarians who have a problem with 
anything and everything that the Modi government does. There are more troubling aspects to the 
CHRI than meets the eye. For instance, the CHRI had received Rs. 2,29,500 on the 20th of 
September, 2019 from the United States’ Department of State for the purpose of “Advocacy and 
Outreach Programme for Detainees in the North Eastern States of India”. 

The CHRI has also received huge amounts of money from the Oak Foundation, a shady globalist 
organization. It received Rs. 1,56,62,639 from the Oak Foundation for the purpose of “Reducing 
Arbitrary Detention in India 2016-2019” on the 12th of July, 2019. A year ago, the CHRI 
received Rs. 1,28,89,915 from the same foundation for the same purpose. Quite clearly, these are 
huge amounts of money that are coming in from abroad in order to meddle with the internal 
affairs of India. 

The Oak Foundation is particularly shady. The Washington Examiner notes in an April 2019 
report, “While its 2017 Annual Report says “Oak Philanthropy Limited” is located at an address 
in Geneva, a search of Swiss corporate records does not identify any entities registered in 
Switzerland under the names “Oak Foundation” or “Oak Philanthropy.” An archived page posted 
by the Oak Foundation states “Oak Philanthropy Limited” as being incorporated in Jersey, part 
of the Channel Islands located off the French coast of Normandy. That’s odd.” 

It adds, “The foundation’s 2018 annual report says Oak Philanthropy Limited is wholly owned 
by Oak Holdings Limited, but there’s another Jersey entity that was formed on Sept. 1, 1997, and 
registered to the same address in Jersey as Oak Philanthropy Limited.” In the USA and Canada, 
the Oak Foundation is involved in campaigns against fossil fuel companies. The CHRI also 
receives crores of funds from dubious sources that appear hell-bent on undermining the 
sovereignty of India. According to Influence Watch, a project of the Washington-based Capital 
Research Center, it has also funded projects supporting the Chinese state-backed infrastructure 
scheme the Belt and Road Initiative. 



Amnesty International 


Amnesty International has been extremely vocal in its opposition towards the CAA and the 
NRC. There are, of course, reasons for their conduct which we shall delve into later on. A day 
after the CAA was passed, Amnesty India declared the law 'bigoted' and 'unconstitutional' and 
called for its immediate repeal. According to it 14211 , the CAA was in "clear violation of the 
Constitution of India and international human rights law"®. 

Despite repeated clarifications from the government, its propaganda continued well into January 
and later on. It continued to beat the drums of fear-mongering and an impending apocalypse. 
Furthermore, in denial of the violent protests that were underway, the Amnesty claimed it was 
'dissent'. 

Amnesty International floated a petition 14241 in February 2020 as well, that made extraordinary 
demands from the Prime Minister. In the petition, Amnesty demanded that Prime Minister Modi 
“Unequivocally condemn the excessive police and vigilante violence used on peaceful protestors 
and drop the charges against the peaceful protestors.” 

Its second demand was to “Ensure peaceful protestors detained and arrested are treated with 
dignity and respect in line with international human rights standards.” 

Another email campaign was initiated by Amnesty as well where the drafted letter to Prime 
Minister Modi was littered with lies and propaganda. The letter began with the words, “From 
Ahmedabad to Guwahati, people have been rising and peacefully protesting against the 
Citizenship (Amendment) Act. It has been months since they began, and we are yet to hear from 
you.” 

And ended with the words, “The nation of the Republic of India was built on the foundation of 
peaceful protest. Without dissent and resistance, there would have been no India to speak of.” In 
between, there was not any reference to the orgy of violence and radicalism that was unleashed 
on the streets by Islamist mobs. They chose to maintain a stoic silence over it. 

In its appeal for people to sign the letter, Amnesty said 14221 , “These peaceful protestors risk facing 
police brutality (police are using lethal and less-lethal weapons for ‘crowd-control’), arbitrary 
detention under repressive or colonial laws and discriminatory treatment in detention. They are 
also facing extreme violence and demonisation by those who disagree with them.” 

It continued, “The authorities are not only curbing freedom of expression and the right to 
peaceful assembly and association, but are also using excessive force to deter future peaceful 
protests - which has resulted in the arrests of over 1000 people, detention of over 5000 persons 
and at least 30 deaths. With this, India stands in complete violation of international human rights 
laws and standards.” 

Thus, quite clearly, Amnesty was engaging in crass fear-mongering and demonizing the law and 
order establishment as they attempted to rein in the chaos that had unleashed and bring the 
perpetrators to justice. 

Thus, it is important for us to understand the possible factors that might have prompted Amnesty 
India to engage in such propaganda and for that, it is necessary to look into their background. 

Amnesty International is another organization that has been under the scanner for violating 


Indian laws that has been running a campaign against Prime Minister Modi and his government. 
The NGO has been particularly vocal in its campaign against the government following the 
abrogation of Article 370 but even before that, it was campaigning hard against the government. 
Facing investigations for violation of FCRA regulations, Amnesty roped in Bollywood actor 
Naseeruddin Shah in January 2019 to promote its propaganda against the government in a video 
featuring the actor. 14221 

Amnesty International with the help of Naseeruddin Shah wants to convey in this video that the 
Human rights enshrined in the constitution are under constant threat in India. In the video, Shah 
alleged that the country we had envisaged is rapidly devolving into a place where people who are 
speaking the truth, those who are raising their voice against corrupt practices, journalists are 
being targeted by the agencies and Human rights flagrantly violated. The video starring 
Naseeruddin Shah painted a grim picture of the country in which people’s Freedom of 
Expression is curtailed, poor people are subjugated by the rich and powerful, those who speak 
out the truth are suppressed, journalists gagged. The video essentially wants to show that the 
establishment in the country is bent on violating the rights of the people and organizations and 
forcing them to toe the government’s line. 

On another occasion, Amnesty had claimed that India is becoming a dangerous place for human 
rights defenders based on the statement made by arrested Arun Ferreira. The NGO conveniently 
ignored the fact that Ferreira was arrested in connection with the violence at Koregaon Bhima 
and an alleged assassination plot to murder Prime Minister Modi, human rights had absolute 
zilch to do with it. But such inconvenient facts do not matter for Amnesty. Furthermore, in an 
exclusive interview with Oplndia, former Maoist leader Pahad Singh had revealed that Arun 
Ferreira was present in meetings of Maoists. In 2006, Singh witnessed Ferreira attending a 
division meeting of the terrorists, which was attended by central committee members of the 
banned outfit. In March 2019, it was reported that Amnesty is under the scanner for alleged 
violation of FCRA laws. 

Later, in October, its offices in Bengaluru were raided by the Enforcement Directorate for 
alleged violation of FDI guidelines under the Foreign Exchange Management Act (FEMA) and 
FCRA rules. Following the abrogation of Article 370, Amnesty has also engaged in a concerted 
disinformation campaign against the Indian government. The Enforcement Directorate has also 
issued a show-cause notice to Amnesty International, for violation of the foreign exchange law 
(FEMA) to the tune of over Rs. 51 crores. 1423 The rank and file of Amnesty India appears to be 
overflowing with people with mala fide intentions. One activist associated with the NGO, for 
instance, called for violence against Brahmins on social media. “RSS is afraid when Brahmins 
are attacked,” said the activist, “This is their real weakness.” 14221 

Amnesty International was also accused of having links with the Taliban. 14221 Gita Sahgal, the 
then head of the gender unit at Amnesty’s international secretariat, went public in 2010 and 
condemned the organization for collaborating with Moazzam Begg, a former British inmate at 
Guantanamo Bay, a US detention camp for terrorists that has been the subject of great 
controversy, and his organization CagePrisoners. Moazzam Begg, for his part, claimed to be an 
innocent victim of the ‘War on Terror’. So does his organization. However, their problematic 
opinions became evident later on. One of the seniors at the org. 

Asim Qureshi once said, ‘When we see our brother and sisters fighting in Chechnya, Iraq, 
Palestine, Kashmir, Afghanistan, then we know where the example lies. When we see Hezbollah 


defeating the armies of Israel, we know what the solution is and where the victory lies. We know 
it is incumbent upon us, all of us, to support the Jihad of our brothers and sisters in these 
countries wherever they are facing oppression by the West’. 

Qureshi was asked about it in an interview with Julian Assange but he refused to take back the 
comments. Instead, he sidelined the question with ‘context’ and other tricks. Begg, on his part, 
expressed his hesitation at believing that Osama bin Laden was the mastermind of the 9/11 terror 
attacks. He said in the same interview, “But as far as, er, the ordering of the attacks, if that’s 
what he did, and that’s still... I don’t know, in my mind it’s not been established because he 
didn’t have due process... if that’s what he did, it was wrong because it started a chain reaction 
that we’ve not been able to recover from since.” In the interview, Qureshi and Begg also 
expressed their desire to see the establishment of an Islamic Caliphate along the lines of the 
European Union where the Sharia Law will be implemented in an authentic manner. 

Begg has become somewhat of a superstar since his release from Guantanamo, with significant 
assistance. He featured in documentaries, wrote books, spoke at several events where he spoke 
out against the torture committed by the American regime. In 2014, he was arrested again for 
alleged terror links but he was soon released after the Police learnt that he traveled to Syria with 
consent from Mi5. “I believe the campaign fundamentally damages Amnesty International’s 
integrity and, more importantly, constitutes a threat to human rights,” Sahgal had told senior 
functionaries in an email. 

She added, “To be appearing on platforms with Britain’s most famous supporter of the Taliban, 
whom we treat as a human rights defender, is a gross error of judgment.” Sahgal was 
subsequently suspended from the organization. Amnesty, however, continued its association with 
Begg and Cage. Cage Director Asim Qureshi, meanwhile, refused to condemn stoning during an 
interview. Not merely that, he refused to condemn bigoted positions including claims that Jews 
are descended from pigs and homosexuality is evil. Only days prior to it, he had described Jihadi 
John, the Islamic State executioner, as a “beautiful young man”. 

Asim Qureshi told reporters that Mohammed ‘Jihadi John’ Emwazi was “the most humble young 
person that I ever knew” and that the British authorities had turned him into a terrorist. Cage said 
in a statement that British security services have “systematically engaged in the harassment of 
young Muslims, rendering their lives impossible and leaving them with no legal avenue to 
redress their situation”. Qureshi had said, “We now have evidence that there are several young 
Britons whose lives were not only mined by security agencies, but who became disenfranchised 
and turned to violence because of British counter-terrorism policies coupled with long- standing 
grievances over Western foreign policy.” 

Cage was condemned by politicians and intellectuals alike for acting as apologists for Radical 
Islamic terrorism. After all of this, it was only in 2017 that Amnesty decided to break off ties 
with Cage. It said in a statement, “Amnesty no longer considers it appropriate to share a public 
platform with Cage and will not engage in coalitions of which Cage is a member. Recent 
comments made by Cage representatives have been completely unacceptable, at odds with 
human rights principles and serve to undermine the work of NGOs, including Amnesty 
International.” 

However, Amnesty refused to admit that they had made a mistake by ignoring Sahgal’s warning. 
It said, “Gita’s view was that it was inappropriate for Amnesty International to share a platform 
with individuals and organizations whose religious or political views were inconsistent with the 



full range of rights and women’s rights in particular. Amnesty International has never questioned 
the integrity of this view or the sincerity with which Gita held it. However, it is not uncommon 
for NGOs to enter into coalitions with other organizations or groups on one specific issue despite 
their disagreement on others.” 

It added, “Comments made by Cage recently have clearly changed that assessment and have led 
to our decision to terminate such relations. But this does not alter the fact the decision in 2010 to 
continue this limited work was taken for good reasons and after extensive reflection. Further to 
that, the refusal of a Cage spokesperson to condemn violence such as FGM and stoning - 
themselves examples of torture and degrading treatment that we are campaigning for an end to - 
is of huge concern to Amnesty and has made any future platform sharing with Cage impossible.” 


‘Holi Against Hindutva’ by Students Against Hindutva and its 
connection to anti-CAA protests 

On the 5th of March, ahead of Holi, some students in the United States of America celebrated a 
Holi of their own. They called it ‘A Holi Against Hindutva’. The event was organized by a group 
called ‘Students Against Hindutva’ (SAH) and the event was held across several universities in 
the country. 141 ^ 1 One of the main people in the group was Ziad Ahmed, a 20-year old ‘activist’. 
Ahmed’s website describes him as a “20-year-old junior at Yale University. He is an 
unapologetic American-Muslim-Bangladeshi student activist, entrepreneur, and speaker.” 

Ahmed, here, has previously worked for the US Department of State, Hillary Clinton’s 2016 
Campaign, Martin O’Malley’s 2016 Campaign, and Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman. 
Ahmed is the CEO/co-founder of JUV Consulting, “a Generation Z consultancy that works with 
clients to help them reach young people”. In simple words, it is a marketing agency. JUV’s 
website describes itself as a “Gen Z marketing agency working with clients to more authentically 
and powerfully engage young audiences”. Ahmed has also founded a non-profit ‘reedify’ in 2013 
that is “committed to furthering equality”, ‘reedify’ also engages in journalism. This is the 
person who played a crucial role in launching the ‘Holi Against Hindutva’ initiative. 

It is important to note that a person that has a history of working for left-oriented political 
campaigns founded a non-profit that engages in journalism, is a CEO of a marketing agency that 


is designed for clients to specifically target young audiences launched an initiative the primary 
objective of which is to turn American opinion against India, a country that the US 
administration under Donald Trump is trying to ally closely with. Therefore, some questions 
need to be asked here given that it has been observed that the best way to market a political 
opinion to the youth is cloaking it under the mask of noble and righteous activism. 

In what capacity is Ziad serving the ‘Holi Against Hindutva’ initiative, as an activist or as the 
CEO of a marketing agency specifically designed to manufacture propaganda to brainwash the 
youth? Did Ziad launch the initiative at the behest of prominent Democrats whose public 
position against the CAA and NRC are well known? Was Ziad employed by the Democrats to 
launch a campaign against India across the universities in the United States? We cannot rule out 
the possibility that Ziad Ahmed’s marketing skills were employed by political institutions in 
order to tarnish India’s reputation in the country due to the prevailing political climate in the 
USA. 

One of the members of the organization, Shreeya Singh wrote in SAH’s profile published on 
Teen Vogue, “Thanks to the leadership of progressive giants in the South Asian diasporic 
community, such as South Asian Americans Leading Together (SAALT) and Stand With 
Kashmir, along with the energy of a new generation of South Asian Americans, we are building 
a determined diasporic solidarity network.” Therefore, we decided to dig into the background of 
the organization SAALT. As for Stand With Kashmir (SWK), we shall elaborate about the 
organization’s antecedents later on in the report. 

The Board of Directors of SAALT is composed of members who have worked closely with 
institutions associated with the politics of the Left. Pakistan born Amina Khan has “served as a 
Senior Policy Advisor at the U.S. Department of Energy under President Clinton’s 
Administration.” President Clinton here is Bill Clinton, the husband of Hillary Clinton, whose 
approach towards India was not very friendly. Amina has also been “involved with efforts as an 
attorney and activist through her work with the Buxton Initiative, the Pakistan American Public 
Affairs Committee, and the USPAK Loundation.” 

Shruti Garg, another member of the Board, has “worked for major philanthropic institutions 
including the Lord Loundation and the Open Society Loundations (OSL).” Darakshan Raja, a 
Pakistani Muslim immigrant woman, who currently serves as the Lounder/Co-Director of Justice 
Lor Muslims Collective, a Muslim-led space organizing against Islamophobia, is another 
member. Sasha Neha Ahuja has worked with Melissa Mark-Viverito, a Democratic politician. 
Recently, failed US Presidential aspirant Kamala Harris, whose campaign was destroyed by 
Congresswoman Tulsi Gabbard in a couple of minutes, was an honorary co-host for a 
congressional briefing on immigration detention hosted by SAALT. Thus, the political 
inclinations of the SAALT are pretty clear. 

Stand With Kashmir (SWK) is a “Kashmiri diaspora-driven independent global citizen 
grassroots group committed to standing in solidarity with the people of Kashmir in ending the 
occupation and supporting their right to self-determination.” Calling India’s military presence in 
Kashmir an ‘occupation’ reveals amply the ideological orientation of the network. The 
organization believes “any proposed resolutions must foreground Kashmiri aspirations. We 
condemn the use of Islamophobia to undermine Kashmiri aspirations for freedom.” 

In the ‘Origins of Conflict' segment of its website, it traces the roots of the Jihad in Kashmir to 
1931, a decade after the Khilafat Movement that led to the creation of Pakistan, but never calls it 



as such. Instead, SWK paints it as ‘secular’. Furthermore, not once does it mention the genocide 
of Kashmiri Pandits. Not once during the segment does SWK blame Pakistan for the roots of the 
mess. 

In the subsection on the plebiscite, the organization puts the entire blame on India for the fact 
that it has never occurred and conveniently ignored that plebiscite never occurred because 
Pakistan invaded Kashmir right after independence and since then, has refused to vacate the 
territories it occupied, in contravention of the UN norms. It is safe to say, thus, SWK’s intentions 
are not pure. The SWK, which may well be backed by Pakistan, manufactured Kashmiri 
separatist on a highly sensitive issue at a time when sinister designs are afoot across the country. 
It is important to note that Farhan Akhtar shared the work of propaganda on the 18th of 
December, precisely a week after Ziad Ahmed announced the launch of ‘Holi Against Hindutva’. 

Shreeya Singh concluded the SAH profile for Teen Vogue with the words, “Inquilab Zindabad. 
Long live the revolution.” Also, the featured image of the ‘Open Letter’ page on its website is the 
one that was used to propagandize the Jamia Millia Islamia protests against the CAA as some 
sort of humanitarian project. In reality, the woman in the picture, Ladeeda Sakhaloon gave a call 
for Jihad on the 11th of December, only days before violence erupted in Delhi. SAH says on the 
‘Resources' section of its website, “Our aim is to amplify the voices, actions, and protests of 
communities in India, particularly Muslim, Dalit, Adivasi, femme ones.” Under the resources 
section, it has compiled ‘information’ against the CAA from far-left sources, the ‘organizers and 
collectives’ that are inciting protests across India, petitions and open letters and leftist opinion 
pieces and places where people can donate to support the students of Aligarh Muslim University 
and Jamia Milia Islamia. 

Even more troubling is the fact that SAH has compiled a list of protests across India against the 
CAA. The list even includes the ‘CAA Protest Helper’ which is apparently a ‘Legal Services 
Clinic’ where people could find legal help if they ran into any trouble during any protests against 
the CAA. In addition to that, a ‘protest schedule’ and a running list of protests in the USA, UK, 
Germany, South Africa, Japan, Canada and other countries have also been provided. For an 
organization that is not even based in India, it is certainly an inordinate amount of attention it has 
dedicated towards the protests against the Citizenship Amendment Act in India. 

If all this weren’t enough, Students Against Hindutva admits on its homepage that it will be 
lobbying with the financial donations it receives. It states, “Our growing inter-campus coalition 
plans to campaign through protesting, sharing informational material, holding on-campus teach- 
ins, lobbying, and coordinating other events to raise awareness. Any donations to our fundraiser 
would be greatly appreciated and will help us continue to organize in support of protestors on the 
front lines.” SAH also states, “As Students Against Hindutva, we are grateful for the support and 
organizing of those standing in solidarity with the civil disobedience movement persisting across 
India. We are committed to amplifying the demands of marginalized communities and working 
towards increasing international pressure to tip the scales in the protesters’ favor.” 

The SAH also wrote a letter to the US House of Congress against the CAA and the NRC that is 
riddled with lies and distortions. Thus, we see a well-crafted plan to tarnish the reputation of 
Prime Minister Modi in the US by a Leftist organization with obvious links to the Democrat 
establishment. 



The Political Context 


Events such as the Delhi Riots do not occur in a vacuum. They occur against the backdrop of the 
prevailing politics of the day. The immediate political backdrop was the Citizenship Amendment 
Act, the Ayodhya Verdict, the abrogation of Article 370 and the Court decision on the 
crackdown of the Police at the Jamia Milia Islamia University and the Aligarh Muslim 
University. However, there are other larger political realities that have affected the narrative 
emerging from the communal riots. 

Those political realities haven’t received the sort of attention they deserve. Numerous 
organizations with an agenda against the government, some with even an agenda against the 
Indian State itself, have affected the scheme of events in Delhi greatly and we will elaborate the 
manner in which they have affected the narrative surrounding the Delhi anti-CAA riots in this 
section of the report. 


The Indian Political Context 

A communal riot in the national capital during an official visit by the US President is a 
nightmare scenario for the Indian government. And unfortunately enough, it was a nightmare 
that the country had to endure. When any foreign dignitary visits the country, it is natural for any 
country to put its best foot forward. The Indian Government made the necessary efforts along 
those lines. However, as fate would have it, communal riots did break out during President 
Trump’s official visit. The US President, as previously mentioned, awarded the respect due to 
the Indian Government and did not raise the matter with Prime Minister Modi. But for Narendra 
Modi’s political rivals within the country, it was a unique opportunity to shame the Prime 
Minister. And their statements leading up to the riots made their inclinations abundantly clear. 

On the 16 th of February, a week before the communal riots, Waris Pathan, an influential leader 
from the Asaduddin Owaisi’s party AIMIM, made incendiary remarks inciting Muslims during 
an anti-CAA rally in Karnataka. He told his audience, “We need to work together, we need to 
snatch our Azadi. Time has now come to achieve Azadi, if we cannot achieve it, we should 
snatch it. They were mocking us for hiding behind women (during anti-CAA protests). Do not 
forget, these are lionesses that have come out yet and you are already afraid of these women. Be 
aware and know what happens if we all (Muslims) unite together.” 14111 Azadi literally means 
independence. However, the word is tainted by the fact that Azadi slogans were raised by Radical 
Islamic Terrorists in Kashmiri while committing genocide of the Kashmiri Hindu community in 


the valley. Thus, in conventional discourse, when one raises the Azadi slogans, it is not 
interpreted as independence but calls for a violent revolution. 

The context of Waris Pathan’s speech became clear when he made the comment in the same 
speech, “We are 15 crores but be aware we can still dominate over 100 crore Hindus and imagine 
what we can do to you.” The speech was made merely a week before the riots broke out. 

Furthermore, Waris Pathan is a member of Asaduddin Owaisi’s party. Asaduddin Owaisi’s own 
brother, Akbaruddin Owaisi, had once infamously demanded that Police forces be lifted across 
the country for fifteen minutes so that Muslims could show Hindus their place in India. Despite 
the incendiary remarks, no action was taken against Akbaruddin Owaisi by his party or by his 
brother and he continues to be an elected member of the Telagana State Assembly in India from 
a Muslim dominated constituency. 


On the 17 th of February, Umar Khalid, another individual who is a known rabble rouser but enjoys great 
popularity among Left oriented mainstream media, made an incendiary speech inciting Muslims to 
specifically target Donald Trump’s visit for unleashing chaos within the country. The speech which was 
reportedly in Amravati, Maharashtra, Umar Khalid told the crowd, “Don't be disheartened due to a 50- 
day protest (referring to the prolonged protests against the CAA) that gave us momentum... will be on 

roads when Trump will come to convey a message that the government is dividing the nation. j t,; S 

was the clearest indication that sinister forces were at play to mar Donald Trump’s first official visit to 

the country. 


Umar Khalid is himself the son of a man who has been a member of a banned terror outfit and in 
2016 he was involved in a controversy where some students at the Jawaharlal Nehru University 
(JNU) had raised slogans advocating war against the Indian State. Slogans of ‘Bharat tere tukde 
honge, Inshallah Inshallah’ (India, you will be broken into pieces, Inshallah) and ‘Bharat tere 
barbadi tak, Jung Chalegi Jung Chalegi’ (The war will go on until India is destroyed) were raised 
in the campus that caused quite a political ruckus in the country. 14141 For a country that suffered a 
partition only seventy years ago and has been waging a war against Radical Islamic Terrorism in 
Kashmir, such slogans could not be taken lightly. 

Apart from such rhetoric, the opposition political parties of the country engaged themselves in 
massive propaganda against the government to suit their political objectives. Despite repeated 
clarifications by the government that not a single Indian Muslim will be affected by the recently 
passed Act, opposition parties and their friends in the media continued to portray the ruling 
dispensation as ‘fascist’. The allegations of the Indian government being ‘fascist’ are as true as 
the allegations that the Trump administration is fascist. No one apart from the far-left echo 
chambers of the media-political establishment takes them seriously. 

Amusingly enough, various opposition parties at various points in time had advocated for a law 
along the lines of the CAA themselves. The main opposition party, the Indian National Congress, 
was opposing a law that former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, a member of the party 
himself, had vouched his support for in 2002, before he was elected the Prime Minister. 

Right after independence, on the 25 th of November, 1947, the Congress Working Committee 
(CWC) passed a resolution that said, ‘Congress is bound to afford full protection for all those 
non-Muslims from Pakistan who have crossed the border and come over to India or may do so to 
save their life and honour’. It is pertinent to note that the CWC specifically mentioned non- 




Muslims because Pakistan was carved out of India on the basis of religion and because the 
founders of Pakistan specifically said that Muslims could not live in peace with Hindus. That 
was why the CWC specifically made the commitment to the non-Muslims of the newly created 
state of Pakistan. 

Manmohan Singh, a former Prime Minister of the country from the Congress party, had said in 
the Upper House of the Parliament merely months before he was elected the Prime Minister, 
“After the partition of our country, minorities in countries like Bangladesh have faced 
persecution, and it is our moral obligation that if circumstances force people, these unfortunate 
people, to seek refuge in our country, our approach to granting citizenship to these unfortunate 
persons should be more liberal. 

Clarifying the Congress party stand on the issue, the then Rajya Sabha leader of opposition Dr 
Singh had stated, “It is our moral obligation that if circumstances force people, these unfortunate 
people, to seek refuge in our country, our approach to granting citizenship to these unfortunate 
persons should be more liberal”. “I sincerely hope that the Deputy Prime Minister (LK Advani of 
BJP) will bear this in mind in charting out the future course of action with regard to the 
Citizenship Act,” the former Prime Minister had said. When Manmohan Singh spoke of 
‘minorities’, he meant to address the non-Muslim communities of the said countries. However, 
when the Indian Government has passed the Act, the Indian National Congress is up in arms for 
purely political reasons. 

The Communist Party of India (Marxist), which has been vehemently opposing the Act, have 
themselves demanded in the past that citizenship be awarded to the Bangladeshi Hindu 
community who have been living in India as refugees. 1 ^ 1 A May 2012 resolution adopted by the 
Party Congress of the CPI(M), its highest body, in Kozhikode said, “This Party Congress calls 
upon the Central Government to honour the assurance given by the Prime Minister to 
sympathetically consider the legitimate demand of a large number of Bengali refugees to 
recognize them as citizens of India. They had fled their country erstwhile East Pakistan and then 
Bangladesh. A large number of these refugees belong to the Scheduled Castes, mainly 
namashudra communities and are living in different parts of the country.” 

The resolution further stated, “This Party Congress demands a suitable amendment in Clause 2 
(i) (b) of the said Citizenship Act in relation to the Bangladesh minority community refugees.” 
On the 22nd of May 2012, party General Secretary, Prakash Karat, wrote a letter to then Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh making the same demand. The letter said, “....citizenship problems 
of a large number of refugees from erstwhile East Bengal and then even after the formation of 
Bangladesh who had to flee their country in particular historical circumstances over which they 
had no control. Their situation is different from those who have come to India due to economic 
reasons.” The CPI(M) leader also made it a point to mention in the letter that the matter was not 
resolved despite the fact that it had a consensus on the floor of the House. He said that the matter 
was pending for a decade. 

Most importantly, however, the Citizenship Amendment Act fulfills the wishes of Mahatma 
Gandhi, a man known and celebrated for his commitment to the principles of nonviolence across 
the world. Gandhi had noted in his Delhi Diary on the duty of the Union government: “...To 
ensure the safety of the Hindus and Sikhs in Pakistan was the duty of the Indian Union 
Government. But for that the Government should be given a free hand and should receive the full 
and sincere cooperation of every Indian.” 1 ^ 1 Despite the long history of opposition political 


parties calling for precisely the same provisions as included in the CAA, the parties are now 
resorting to dangerous rhetoric for merely partisan politics. 



The Involvement of Opposition Political Parties in the Riots 


As we have said earlier in the report, there was a concerted campaign by opposition political 
parties to undermine the Narendra Modi government while riding on the wave of the CAA. 
While most politicians and political parties limited themselves to spreading propaganda or 
inciting mobs over the Act, there were certain individuals who were intrinsically involved in the 
communal riots that transpired in Delhi. Three individuals, all of them belonging to one single 
political party, find themselves right in the middle of the communal riots in Delhi. They are 
Amanatullah Khan, an elected representative to the Delhi Legislative Assembly, Tahir Hussain, a 
Councilor in the local body of Delhi, and Sanjay Singh, a member of the Rajya Sabha. All of 
them belong to a single political party, the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) which won the Legislative 
Election held in the Union Territory in the 2nd week of February. 

The family of Intelligence Bureau Constable Ankit Sharma has accused Tahir Hussain of 
involvement in the murder. The deceased Ankit Sharma’s father alleged that his son’s corpse 
was thrown from the mosque into the drain. Ravinder Sharma, who is himself a head constable in 
the Intelligence Bureau, said that Tahir Hussain had assembled goons at his residence who were 
firing guns and throwing petrol bombs from the rooftop which led to tension and fear among the 
residents of the area. According to the FIR registered against the AAP Councilor, Ankit Sharma 
had gone missing along with his two friends on Tuesday, soon after he returned from work 
around 4.30 pm. The deceased saw some chaos outside and stepped out to see what was 
happening. His two friends had accompanied him. 

“On 25th February my son Ankit left the house to buy some goods and provisions. When he 
didn’t return, we started searching for him. We first went to nearby police stations at Khajuri 
Khas, Dayalpur and later enquired about him in nearby hospitals. After searching him through 
the night, we filed a missing complaint with police on 26th February,” Kumar said in the FIR. 
“When I enquired about Kallu, I was told that someone was attacked and murdered after which 
the body was thrown in a drain near Chand Bagh. 

The cops called divers who found the body of Ankit. He was only wearing his innerwear and 
there were deep slashes and cuts on his face, chest, back which could have been the result of a 
sharp-edged weapon. His face was burned indicating that acid was used,” said Kumar in the 
FIR. Meanwhile, Ankit’s brother Ankur Sharma has alleged that Hussain’s men had grabbed 
Ankit and his friends and taken them away. Ankit Sharma’s brother has also maintained in his 
various conversations with the media that his brother was murdered by Tahir Hussain and a 
Muslim mob that was working under his command. 

Speaking to Oplndia Editor Nupur J Sharma, Ankit’s brother Ankur described the chilling 
sequence of events that led to the brutal murder of his brother. He said that the Muslim mob had 
dragged Ankit to Tahir Hussain’s house, the AAP Corporator. While Ankit was being dragged 
inside by the Muslim mob, from the four-story building belonging to Tahir Hussain, stones 
started raining down on everyone below. In fact, it was not just stones that rained down. 

Ankur said that along with stones, petrol bombs and even gunshots were being rained down by 
the Islamists from inside Tahir Hussain’s building. According to Ankur, this was done so that 
nobody could attempt to rescue Ankit. As soon as Ankit started being dragged inside the house, 
Hindus ran to rescue Ankit, however, they were fending off by the rain of stones, petrol bombs 
and bullets. 


“It was Tahir Hussain who killed him, didi (elder sister). He is the head of the riots here. He is 
conducting the riots. He was directing the Musalmans (Muslims) who dragged him inside the 
house. Arvind Kejriwal (Chief Minister of Delhi) will paint my brother as a rioter, didi. He was 
not a rioter. He was a government official who had gone there to convince people to stop 
fighting. He knew people from both sides. He is a Shaheed (martyr),” Ankur said. According to 
Ankit Sharma’s forensic reports, he was stabbed over 400 times over four to six hours. 

He had stab wounds all over his body and not even a single portion of it was spared. He was 
stabbed for hours, four to six hours, by possibly as many as six individuals together. Moreover, 
his intestines were ripped apart, says the autopsy report. Forensic doctors have reportedly said 
that they haven’t seen such nightmarish mutilation in their lives. The report says that the body 
had “multiple abrasions, deep cut. by sharp edge objects”. The panel of doctors, who carried out 
post mortem, has clearly stated that Ankit Sharma was brutally and repeatedly stabbed, which 
had caused his death. The dead body of the Intelligence Bureau constable was recovered from a 
drain in North East Delhi amidst the riots in the national capital. 

Other Eyewitness accounts have also claimed that Ankit Sharma was lynched to death by a 
Muslim mob. Journalist Rahul Pandita managed to get hold of multiple eyewitnesses who saw 
the young officer being dragged inside a house by an enraged mob before his dead body was 
found lying in the drain. Furthermore, petrol bombs and stones, sacks full of brick pieces, stones, 
acid packs and even catapults to hurl the stones were spotted at Tahir Hussain’s rooftop. Videos 
have also emerged of mobs pelting stones, hurling petrol bombs from the roof of the AAP 
Councilor. For his part, Hussain claims that he was not present in his house for two days after he 
was ‘rescued’ from mob violence. 

In a video shared on 26th February the national social media head of the AAP, Hussain claimed 
that the allegations against him were ‘politically motivated’ and squarely blamed BJP leader 
Kapil Mishra for the violence. In the video, he claimed that a mob had gathered around his place 
on the 24 th of February and he called for help from the police. “After many hours the police force 
reached, checked the building and took us away safely,” he claimed. 

He claims that he requested the police force to stay put so no one takes ‘undue advantage’ of his 
building. “But don’t know why, yesterday (25th February), the police force was removed and the 
rioters did the same thing from our building,” Hussain claimed. He added that he is a ‘good 
Indian Muslim’ and has always worked for Hindu-Muslim brotherhood. He then swore on his 
children and said that he would never ‘do anything like this’. 

However, it was pointed out by people on the internet that Hussain could be seen wielding a lathi 
(stick) in his hand on the roof of his building. He was wearing the same white shirt and maroon 
sleeveless sweater he was wearing in the purported 26th February video. In another video shared 
by BJP IT cell head Amit Malviya, Hussain could be seen on the roof of his house with a lathi in 
his hands talking to some people who were wearing masks to cover their faces. 

Shah Alam, the brother of former AAP Councilor Tahir Hussain, who had been on the run from 
law enforcement authorities was also detained by the Police for his involvement in the riots. 
Moreover, an investigation by the Delhi Police has discovered that that the call data records of 
Tahir Hussain revealed that he was in riot-hit Mustafabad area from February 24-27, during 
which severe violence was unleashed against Hindus by Muslim mobs with alleged direct 
support from AAP corporator. 



An FIR has been registered against Tahir Hussain under section 302(a) of the IPC for the murder 
of Ankit Sharma, on the complaint filed by Ankit’s family. After Tahir Hussain had gone 
absconding, he was finally arrested by the Police on the 5 th of March. Hussain went to Rouse 
Avenue court to surrender. However, the court dismissed his surrender plea and ordered him to 
be arrested. 

The court said that it was not within its jurisdiction. Earlier, he had moved the court with an 
anticipatory bail in connection with the murder case. However, Delhi’s Karkardooma Court 
rejected his anticipatory bail plea while observing that no one had appeared from the accused 
side. He was suspended by the AAP from the party after his role in the riots surfaced. 

Furthermore, it has also emerged that Tahir Hussain was among the driving force of the anti- 
CAA protests at Shaheen Bagh. A Uber driver who lives in Tahir Hussain’s neighbourhood has 
disclosed that prior to the Delhi riots, the AAP leader regularly gathered groups of people in his 
house who were then sent to the Shaheen Bagh site to participate in the ‘protest’. These groups 
of 50 to 60 people were every day ferried to the protest site in Tahir Hussain’s personal cars as 
well as commercial vehicles and the Ola and Uber taxis. 

Tahir Husain’s neighbour, speaking to the anchor of TV9 Bharatvarsh said that he had witnessed 
several times that cars were hired from outside the AAP leader’s house to ferry protestors to 
Shaheen Bagh. He said that even he was approached a couple of times since he too is a Uber 
driver. He was asked to ferry the people gathered at Tahir Hussain’s house to Shaheen Bagh, but 
he refused by making excuses. The Enforcement Directorate has also filed a criminal case under 
the Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA) against Tahir Hussain. 

The Jamaat-e-Islami, however, came out in support of Tahir Hussain after he was arrested by the 
Police. The Muslim body has said that Tahir Hussain is “innocent’ and that he has been 
“framed”. They argued that since the AAP councilor “himself surrendered”, he is guilt-free. 
They furthered that Tahir Hussain had not instigated violence, instead, he was only defending 
himself, which is indeed his constitutional right as per the organization. Another prominent 
individual who contributed to the cycle of violence in Delhi also came out in his support. We 
will discuss his contribution now. 

Amanatullah Khan was involved in the violence in Delhi in December. Delhi’s Aam Aadmi 
Party MLA Amanatullah Khan was spotted at the venue where the protests against the 
Citizenship Amendment Act turned violent in Delhi’s Jamia Nagar on the 15 th of December. The 
protests in Delhi’s Jamia Nagar had turned violent and chants of ‘Azaadi’ (independence) from 
Hindus were raised. According to an India Today journalist, Khan was leading the protests which 
turned violent. However, Khan denied having been part of it. He said that he was at a different 
protest venue. Amanatullah Khan is also alleged to have made inflammatory speech minutes 
before the violence broke out at Jamia Millia University on December 15. 

The Ghaziabad police later in the month registered a case against the Aam Aadmi Party leader 
Amanatullah Khan for inciting violence through his social media posts. However, on Friday, 
December 20, 2019, Khan rubbished the allegations that his speech touched off violence at Jamia 
Islamia University on December 15. He claimed that many RSS, VHP and BJP leaders were also 
involved in the protests. He also spoke in support of the Jamia students, exonerating them of the 
violence that erupted in the University. 

Also, minutes after the Aam Aadmi Party suspended Tahir Hussain’s membership of the party on 



the 27 th of February 2020, Amanatullah Khan came out in his support and declared him 
‘innocent’. “Tahir Hussain is innocent. BJP in an attempt to save their politicians and to malign 
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) is trying to put a false case on Tahir Hussain,” read Amanatullah 
Khan’s tweet translated from Hindi. Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) MLA Amanatullah Khan took to 
Twitter on Sunday, the 1 st of March, to claim that the house of a poor family was set on fire by 
rioters in Ambe Enclave Chauhan Mohalla in Sonia Vihar. 

He also asked, “When will Delhi stop burning?” In the 45-second-long video attached to the 
tweet, one can see a few uniformed officers standing next to a burning house. Eventually, the 
Fire Department was informed and they confirmed that the incident had nothing to do with the 
violence perpetrated in the name of Anti-CAA protests that claimed 42 lives. The fake news by 
the AAP MLA was thus debunked. 

On the 7 th of March, a day after the Karkardooma Court in New Delhi sent suspended AAP 
Councilor Tahir Hussain to a 7-day police remand in connection with IB sleuth Ankit Sharma’s 
murder case, Amanatullah Khan resorted to victim-mongering on social media. “Today, Tahir 
Hussain is behind the bars because he is a Muslim. Perhaps, it is the biggest crime in India today 
to be a Muslim and it might be possible that it would be proven that Tahir Hussain was behind 
orchestrating the violence in Delhi,” Amanatullah tweeted. He made more incendiary remarks 
while attempting to defend Tahir Hussain. In a statement to the media, Amanatullah Khan, while 
defending AAP councilor Tahir Hussain, said, “It is as if only Tahir Hussain is responsible for 
Delhi riots. This is an attempt to save the rioters. Only Muslims are being made responsible for 
the riots.” He further added, “If there will be discrimination, if you are unfair towards Muslims 
and send them to jail, call them rioters, then in this country the riots will continue.” 

Another name that has surfaced during the course of the investigation into the communal riots in 
Delhi is that of Sanjay Singh, a member of the Rajya Sabha from the Aam Aadmi Party. On the 
12 th of March, Delhi Police Special Cell arrested Popular Front of India (PFI) Delhi unit 
President Parvez Ahmed and Secretary Illiyas, in connection with their role in orchestrating the 
protests against the CAA at Shaheen Bagh. The two office bearers of the radical Islamic 
organization PFI, president Parvez and secretary Ilyas, were arrested for questioning by the Delhi 
Police. The two members of the PFI were reportedly taken into custody on charges of hatching a 
conspiracy to incite riots in northeast Delhi. 

Interestingly, the ED has also seized a tab from PFI’s Delhi unit president Parvez Ahmed which 
it claimed has records of a chain of conversations between him and AAP Rajya Sabha MP 
Sanjay Singh. Mohammad Parwez Ahmed was reportedly also in regular touch with Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) leader Sanjay Singh and several Congress leaders including Udit Raj. The central 
probe agency has also filed a criminal case under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA) against Tahir Hussain. His alleged links with the Popular Front of India (PFI) are also 
being investigated. 



The Kapil Gurjar Saga 


Amidst its members being allegedly directly involved with the communal riots in Delhi, there 
was another instance where the Aam Aadmi Party found itself in trouble. On the first of 
February, a shooter opened fire at Shaheen Bagh. The shooter, one Kapil Gujjar, was formally 
arrested by the Police a day later. He was booked under Section 336 (Endangering the life and 
personal safety of others) and Section 506 (criminal intimidation) of the Indian Penal Code and 
relevant sections of the Arms Act. 

Kapil had fired three bullets from his country-made gun but none was harmed. Soon, he was 
overpowered by the police and taken into custody. On being nabbed by the police, he announced, 
“Hamare desh me kisi aur ki nahi chalegi, bas Hinduon ki chalegi (Only the writ of Hindus shall 
run in India, no one else’s).” The police had recovered two used cartridges. 

The shooting at Shaheen Bagh marked the third incident in a row within a very short period of 
time where a man opened fire on the Anti-CAA protestors. Earlier, Mohammad Luqman, 
allegedly associated with the Aam Aadmi Party, was seen wielding a gun at Shaheen Bagh over 
long traffic delays. On January 30, a man had fired at a CAA protest rally using a country made 
gun at Jamia area, injuring one person. As expected, the mainstream media and social media was 
afire with apocalyptic notions of ‘Hindu Terrorism’ or ‘Saffron Terrorism’. The BJP was blamed 
for inflaming the passions of the majority community. However, certain facts emerged only a 
couple of days later that would turn the narrative on its head. 

On the 4 th of February, Delhi police made the shocking revelation that Kapil Gujjar and his father 
were associated with the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP). According to Crime Branch sources, Kapil 
Gujjar and his father became members of the AAP in early 2019. The Delhi Crime Branch found 
certain pictures on the mobile phone of Kapil Gujjar which revealed his links to the AAP. In 
these pictures, Kapil Gujjar could be seen with AAP leaders such as Atishi Marlena and Sanjay 
Singh. 

In the pictures, Delhi Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia and AAP leaders such as Atishi and 
Sanjay Singh are seen felicitating Kapil Gujjar and his father. Kapil in his statement to the police 
has allegedly accepted that both he and his father had political aspirations and in order to fulfil 
them, they joined the Aam Aadmi Party in 2019. He further confessed to the Delhi Police that he 
had bought the pistol seven years back for celebratory firing during his brother’s wedding, 
claimed a report by CNN News 18. 

Investigations revealed that Kapil Gujjar had initially tried to delete all such images from his 
mobile phone but the Delhi crime branch successfully retrieved these pictures with technical 
assistance. AAP leader Kuldeep Kumar, hours after the shooter’s links to the AAP became 
public, deleted a tweet from his account which contained a photograph of the shooter welcoming 
him to the party. 



Donald Trump’s visit to India 


The US President was on his first official visit to India when violence in Delhi reached its peak 
at the national capital. There were many vested interests who wanted the visit to fail, in India as 
well as in the USA. Donald Trump and Narendra Modi have the same brand of opposition 
arranged against them and both of them, thus far, have overcome them in their own way. 


Leftist organizations, such as the ones associated with Billionaire George Soros, have been investing 
heavily in campaigns against Donald Trump and recently, during the World Economic Forum at Davos, 
George Soros himself announced that he will allocate a billion dollars towards fighting Nationalism 
across the world. One of his primary targets was Prime Minister Narendra Modi J4121 


Thus, Donald Trump’s visit to India and the ‘Namaste Trump’ event organized at Ahmedabad 
for the US President provided the perfect opportunity for people and organizations with sinister 
agendas to cast aspersions on the leadership of both individuals. If a chain of events could be set 
in motion that could be used to project Narendra Modi in poor light, Donald Trump’s reputation 
would be affected simultaneously. The riots in Delhi, quite conveniently, provided precisely for 
such a turn of events. 


During Donald Trump’s press conference, he was asked about the ongoing riots in the national capital. 

The US President made it quite clear that he did not raise the matter with the Indian Prime Minister 
Donald Trump was in India to secure better ties with the country. In his ongoing trade war against China 
and for securing US interests in the region, it was of paramount consequence for the US to have India on 

board. 


Thus, Donald Trump, consistent with his policy of ‘America First’, refused to interfere in the 
internal affairs of India. He said that the Citizenship Amendment Act was for India to deliberate 
upon and he said no further. 


On a question about the Citizenship Amendment Act passed by the Indian Parliament in December, 
Donald Trump said, “I want to leave that to India and hopefully they will make the right decision for 
their people. ” Donald Trump also said that he believed Prime Minister Modi wanted his people to have 

the freedom of religion. 


He said, “We did talk about religious freedom. And I will say the Prime Minister was incredible on what 
he told me. He wants people to have religious freedom, and very strongly said that in India they have 
worked very hard to have great and open religious freedom. ” “And if we look back and look at what’s 
going on relative to other places especially, but they have really worked hard on religious freedom... And 

we talked about it for a long time. I really believe that’s what he (Modi) wants, ” he added.I41B1 


It was only natural for Donald Trump to not make comments that would taint his official visit to 
India. Any adverse comments against India would have gone against what he was hoping would 
be a fruitful visit. The riots put him in a position where he could have easily spoiled the very 
purpose of the visit. But he diplomatically navigated the situation for the sake of US interests. 
However, Donald Trump’s ‘America First’ policy was used by his domestic political opponent to 
question his leadership. 








US Presidential aspirant from the Democrat Party, Bernie Sanders, called Donald Trump’s 
comments a ‘failure of leadership’. Sanders said, “Over 200 million Muslims call India home. 
Widespread anti-Muslim mob violence has killed at least 27 and injured many more. Trump 
responds by saying, "That's up to India." This is a failure of leadership on human rights.” 1 ^ 1 

US Congresswoman Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, who has endorsed Bernie Sanders for the 
presidency, said, “President Trump is engaging in arms deals with Modi while his administration 
is ethnically cleansing the country’s religious minorities. We must not enable this rise in 
sectarian violence.Democrat Alex Lowenthal, who represents California’s 47 th 
Congressional District, said, “This is a tragic failure of moral leadership. We must speak out in 
the face of threats to human rights in India. ’’^ "President Trump’s failure to publicly voice 
concern about the clashes or express support for the human rights of all Indians during his visit 
to India is simply unacceptable. The United States must be a leading voice in standing up for 
democratic values and human rights, including protection of religious minorities," said a Senator 
from New Jersey in a statement. 14211 

There were others from the Democrat Party as well who spoke of the communal riots in Delhi. 
But they avoided involving Donald Trump in the matter. Senator Elizabeth Warren, another 
Presidential aspirant who has since then dropped out of the race, said, “It’s important to 
strengthen relationships with democratic partners like India. But we must be able to speak 
truthfully about our values, including religious freedom and freedom of expression—and 
violence against peaceful protestors is never acceptable.” 14221 Representative Pramila Jayapal, 
who serves Washington’s 7 th Congressional District, said, “This deadly surge of religious 
intolerance in India is horrifying. Democracies should not tolerate division and discrimination, or 
promote laws that undermine religious freedom. The world is watching.” 14241 

Rashid Tlaib, another member of ‘The Squad, said, “This week, Trump visited India but the real 
story should be the communal violence targeting Muslims in Delhi right now. We cannot be 
silent as this tide of anti-Muslim violence continues across India.” 14221 There has been an ongoing 
campaign against Donald Trump to paint him as a friend of dictators, apart from allegations of 
collusion leveled against him. Consistent with that approach, a well-organized campaign is 
underway against Prime Minister Modi to paint him as a dictator and a genocidal maniac so that 
the resultant narrative could be used to cast aspersions on Donald Trump’s leadership. 


Western media outlets have dedicated themselves towards painting the communal riots, where people of 
both religions suffered extensive damage, as a state-sponsored pogrom against the Muslim community. A 
casual glance at those who have lost their lives in the communal riots and the reportage of the said 
events in Indian Media itself proves beyond a reasonable amount of doubt that what happened in Delhi 
was extremely unfortunate, but they were not backed by the state and neither was it the will ofNarendra 
Modi. Common sense also mandates that a riot during an official visit of the US President is the last 
thing the leader of any country would want. 




The Similar Criticism for Donald Trump and Narendra Modi 


Over the years, the media-political establishment in the United States has always harbored deep 
hatred against Prime Minister Modi. And ever since Donald Trump announced his presidential 
run, he has been subjected to great criticism as well. While a certain amount of it was fair enough 
based on valid grounds, most of the criticism thrown his way was petty and exaggerated and over 
the top, to put it mildly. In many ways, however, the criticism thrown at Donald Trump and 
Narendra Modi was similar in a lot of ways. And this was going to play a prominent role in how 
the American media-political establishment covered the communal riots in Delhi. 

There's a good reason why we are using the term ‘media-political establishment’. During the 
2016 US Presidential Elections, it became clear for all to see that there was clear collusion 
between the Democrat Party and vast sections of the mainstream media. It will not be an 
exaggeration to say that the media abandoned all pretense of neutrality in order to ensure that 
Hillary Clinton was elected the President of the United States. On Election Night, when Donald 
Trump’s victory became certain, there were apocalyptic scenarios in the studios of the 
mainstream media and their conduct post-election hasn’t improved either. 

One of the main grudges the media-political establishment held against Donald Trump was his 
nationalistic credentials. The US President made no efforts to hide the fact that he was nationalist 
in his approach to governance. For that reason, he has been immensely vilified in the media. 
After Donald Trump declared himself to be a nationalist ahead of the mid-term elections in the 
US in 2018, Independent described it as 'like pouring gasoline on a fire'. 1423 The headline of 
Huffington Post’s report read, “Why Donald Trump Declaring Himself A 'Nationalist' Is So 
Loaded” 1423 and it said, “The president, of all people, knows the dark connotations of this word.” 
In July 2019, The Wall Street Journal published an opinion piece that claimed “Nationalism 
Doesn’t Fit the American Nation”. 1423 Some declared, “Nationalism is not a good thing”. 

Apart from such criticism, Donald Trump has also been compared to Adolf Hitler and American 
under Trump to Nazi Germany. Recently, Democrat Congressman from South Carolina Jim 
Clyburn claimed that the Republican Party uniting behind Trump is akin to Nazi Germany under 
Adolf Hitler. “I used to wonder: How did the people of Germany allow Hitler to exist?” the 
House Majority Whip said in an interview on HBO. “But with each passing day, I’m beginning 
to understand how. And that’s why I’m trying to sound the alarm.” 1423 

David Atkins, writing for the Washington Monthly in March 2019, said that “Trump’s 
Isolationist Nationalism Is a Mask for White Supremacy”. 1423 In August 2019, the headline of a 
report on Salon read “Trump "accidentally" signals affinity with white nationalists in new 
campaign logo”. 14211 The Hilaria and Alec Baldwin Foundation said in a tweet, “You wonder how 
Hitler took control of a once great country. For those of you too young to recall the War or its 
aftermath, simply watch how this GOP-controlled Senate behaves. Their sniveling fealty and 
lack of courage. And you begin to get it.” 14221 

Beto O’Rourke, a presidential aspirant from the Democrat party for the 2020 elections who has 
since then dropped out and endorsed Joe Biden, has also made the same comparisons. Beto had 
said, "President Trump, perhaps inspired by Goebbels and the propagandists of the Third Reich, 
seems to employ this tactic that the bigger the lie, the more obscene the injustice, the more 
dizzying the pace of this bizarre behavior, the less likely we are to be able to do something about 


it_"i433j "Newsweek" writer Jonathan Alter said that President Trump successfully employed a 
Nazi propaganda tactic called the "Big Lie" in his 2020 State of the Union address during 
MSNBC’s coverage of the same. 

"It’s one thing to lie in tweets, and, you know, the people are absorbing them at different times, 
and it goes through the news cycle. But when you’re doing it repeatedly, in real-time, and part of 
it is Goebbels, the 'Big Lie'. If you’re saying you're protecting people with preexisting conditions 
when you’re in court trying to strip them of those protections at the same moment, that’s not just 
a lie. That’s a big lie," Alter had stated. 14241 

The headline of Patrick Cockburn’s opinion piece for The Independent in June 2019 stated, “Is 
Donald Trump a fascist? Well, he’s not Mussolini or Hitler just yet - but he’s not far off”. 1423 A 
German magazine featured Donald Trump in its cover page offering the Nazi Salute. Foreign 
Policy in Focus declared in 2017 itself that “It’s Time to Take the Nazi-Trump Comparisons 
Seriously”. 14241 The Verge, in an opinion piece published almost a year before Donald Trump was 
even elected President, said, “Donald Trump is trying really hard to sound like a Nazi”. 1423 The 
comparisons were so numerous that by March 2016, The Jerusalem Telegraphic Agency (JTA) 
had listed “9 times Donald Trump has been compared to Hitler”. 14241 The report featured 
comments from Louis CK, Bill Maher, Glenn Beck and the cast of “Saturday Night Live” among 
others. In this report, we have not even touched upon the surface of the ocean of the comparisons 
made between Donald Trump and Adolf Hitler. The comparisons are far too numerous to count. 


Donald Trump’s detractors eventually dragged ‘Hindu Nationalists’ to the domestic political discourse 
in the US as well. In September 2019, after the ‘Howdy Modi’ event in Houston, Texas, The Intercept 
published a report headlined, “THE NETWORK OF HINDU NATIONALISTS BEHIND MODES 
“DIASPORA DIPLOMACY” IN THE U.S. ”.t±2 21 intercept declared, “For decades, a network of 

American groups affiliated with Hindu nationalist organizations in India has embedded itself in the 
diaspora by holding cultural and religious events, lobbying Congress, contributing to political 
campaigns, and acting as a mouthpiece for Modi and the BJP. Since the early 2000s, these groups have 
worked to expunge Modi ’s once-tarnished reputation in the U.S., enlisting the Indian American 
community, about half of whom are Hindu, and U.S. lawmakers to defend his increasingly authoritarian 
agenda and whitewash his complicity in human rights abuses. ” 


It also stated that the politicians from the two parties who had attended the event, such as Senator 
Ted Cruz and then Democratic House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer “appeared on stage to shake 
hands with Modi in tacit support of his government’s Hindu nationalist agenda.” 

The Intercept claimed that the organizers of the event Texas India Forum have “direct links” with 
“U.S. based Hindu Nationalist groups” affiliated with the RSS which it described as a “fascistic 
paramilitary organization”. It should, of course, surprise no one that people who see fascist in 
Donald Trump also see fascism in the RSS, an organization that wasn’t so controversial until 
recently in the history of independent India. The Intercept’s tirade isn’t surprising given the fact 
they had published a report in January 2019 titled “TULSI GABBARD IS A RISING 
PROGRESSIVE STAR, DESPITE HER SUPPORT FOR HINDU NATIONALISTS”. 14441 

It appears that The Intercept sees Hindu Nationalism lurking behind every corner. Tulsi Gabbard 
herself has been targeted for her Hindu faith throughout her presidential campaign and linked to 
‘Hindu Nationalist’ organizations merely because she is a Hindu. And this is despite the fact that 
her Democrat credentials are impeccable. Insinuations have also been made that she is a Russian 




asset even though she is a Military Veteran currently serving in the Hawaii Army National 
Guard. 

One has to concede that PM Narendra Modi and President Donald Trump are nothing alike. 
However, with the aim to internationalize the grudges of the Left and the Islamists in India, 
which is often bereft of ideas, the criticism has been similar. 

Like Donald Trump in the United States, Prime Minister Modi has also been compared to Adolf 
Hitler and India under him to Nazi Germany. American actor, producer, and screenwriter John 
Paul Cusack earlier in the year compared Narendra Modi to Adolf Hitler. Bollywood Director 
Anurag Kashyap made the same comparison in the backdrop of the CAA. An opinion piece 
published in The Wire in the backdrop of the CAA claimed that there was “An Indian 
Kristallnacht in the Making”. Kristallnacht is a pogrom carried out against Jews in Nazi 
Germany. 14411 

Scroll published an opinion piece that claimed “In India’s Citizenship Act, an eerie echo of Nazi 
Germany’s claims to protect ‘racial comrades’”. 14421 The comparisons were also made by Divya 
Spandana, the Congress party’s former social media chief, and Rahul Gandhi, former Congress 
President. Former Chief Minister of Maharashtra from the Congress party, Sushil Kumar Shinde, 
also compared Narendra Modi to Adolf Hitler. Again, the comparisons are far too numerous to 
count and it should not surprise anyone because liberals, for some time, have been seeing the 
ghost of Adolf Hitler in almost every ‘right-wing’ leader. Amidst all of this, of course, Pakistani 
Prime Minister Imran Khan has been comparing India under Narendra Modi to Nazi Germany 
ever since the abrogation of Article 370. 

The Express really stretched it in a report in January 2019 when it proclaimed “India to re-title 
islands named after British colonials to recognize WW2 ally of NAZIS”. 1444 In reality, Narendra 
Modi was honouring Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, who is a national hero and had been a 
prominent member of the Indian National Congress once upon a time before India won its 
independence. During the second World War, for freedom fighters such as Netaji Bose, Britain 
was the enemy and Nazi Germany was Britain’s enemy and as the logic goes, “An enemy of an 
enemy is a friend.” Netaji Bose was far from a ‘radical Hindu Nationalist’ as the report described 
him and he is a national hero revered by politicians and political parties across the board, 
including the Communists of India. It only goes on to show the ignorance of Western Media 
regarding India and their failure to appreciate the conduct of Indian freedom fighters during the 
colonial era. 


The media has also often drawn similarities between the two world leaders. The Guardian, drawing 
similarities between the leaders, published an opinion piece in March 2020 with the headline “How 
Modi’s Hindu nationalism complements Trump’s racism ”. 14441 Another opinion piece published in 
February declared “For Trump and Modi, ethnic purity is the purpose of power ”. 144111 The Intercept, 
again, published an opinion piece by Mehdi Hasan in September 2019 titled “How the White Nationalists 
Who Love Trump Found Inspiration in the Group That Gave Us Narendra Modi phe headline of 
an opinion piece published in the South China Morning read “Fascist fest as Trump’s America meets 
Modi’s Hindus ”. 14441 In the backdrop of the CAA, Youth ki Awaaz published a piece with the headline, 
“Red, White, And Saffron: Why American Anti-Fascists Must Combat Hindu Nationalism ”,[44S1 
Newsweek published a piece titled “5 WAYS INDIA'S NARENDRA MODI IS LIKE DONALD TRUMP”. 

14491 





The media has also drawn ridiculous parallels between Hindu Nationalists and White Nationalists and 
attempted to portray that there was a collaboration between the two camps. Al Jazeera published an 
opinion piece in December 2018 with the headline "Why white supremacists and Hindu nationalists are 

so alike an g W zth Donald Trump and Narendra Modi in the feature image. The BBC published a 

piece titled “Savitri Devi: The mystical fascist being resurrected by the alt-right”.We can see a 
pattern developing here. There is a concerted attempt underway to paint Hindu Nationalism, which has a 
very complicated history within the Indian context, with the racist alt-right of the West. In reality, there’s 
no similarity between the two at all but motivated actors are pursuing the agenda for their own political 

ends. 


Another startling similarity between the Democrats in the United States and the critics of Narendra Modi 
is the manner in which ‘antifascist’ rhetoric has gained prominence in these circles. While the USA has 
Antifa, a violent gang of thugs, a similar phenomenon can also be observed in India, although the term 
itself is not too popular here. However, the phenomenon of violent leftists engaging in a campaign of 
violence and unprovoked attacks against their perceived political opponents can very well be observed 

even in India. 


Antifa has widespread support among the Democrats and cannot be called a fringe phenomenon. 
1452 Joe Biden, Vice President during Obama’s Presidency under which the FBI designated 
Antifa as carrying out terrorist activities, began his Presidential campaign for 2020 by calling the 
Far-Left group a “courageous group of Americans”. 

Deputy Chair of the Democratic National Convention, Keith Allison, openly supported Antifa by 
tweeting a picture of the book “Antifa: The Anti-Fascist Handbook” and saying that it would 
“strike fear in the heart of” Donald Trump. He has since then deleted the tweet. Don Lemon, 
another popular journalist at CNN, strongly defended Antifa in the aftermath of the 
Charlottesville riots and justified their use of violence. “It says it right in the name: Antifa. Anti¬ 
fascism, which is what they were there (in Charlottesville) fighting,” he had said on his show on 
CNN. “Listen, no organization’s perfect. There was some violence. No one condones violence, 
but there were different reasons for Antifa and for these neo-Nazis to be there. One, racists, 
fascists, the other group, fighting racist fascists. There is a distinction there,” he added. 

In April 2019, CNN journalist Chris Cuomo had defended Antifa’s use of violence against 
Trump supporters and hailed them as heroes. “It’s not about being right in the eyes of the law,” 
Cuomo had said in Antifa’s defense, “but you also have to know what’s right and wrong in a 
moral, in a good and evil sense.” “That’s why people who show up to fight against bigots are not 
to be judged the same as the bigots, even if they do resort to the same kinds of petty violence,” 
he added. In 2018, they attacked the residence of Fox News talk-show host Tucker Carlson 
chanting slogans and vandalized his home while his wife was inside terrified. It attracted 
condemnation then as well but did not prevent Democrats from withdrawing their continued 
support. In July 2019, Antifa attacked gay journalist Andy NGO while he was covering one of 
their rallies in Portland. The attack against NGO was justified by numerous left-oriented people. 

In India too, the left is often engaged in violence against workers of the BJP. However, that fails 
to gather sufficient criticism from the mainstream media. In January 2020, workers of the Akhil 
Bharatya Vidyarthi Parishad were attacked viciously at NSS College Vazhoor. 14 ^ The ABVP 
accused the Students’ Federation of India (SFI), a Communist outfit, of attacking them. In 
December, two ABVP workers were brutally attacked by a group of alleged SFI students during 





a seminar on the CAA at the Varma College in Kerala. 14541 As many as 15 volunteers of Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) were injured the same month after CPM workers attacked its annual 
route march called Pathsanchalan in Nileshwaram town near Kasargod district, Kerala. 14551 Apart 
from such instances, there have been numerous instances of attack against the Sangh and its 
affiliated organizations in recent years. 


The Congruence between Donald Trump and Narendra Modi’s vision - Checks on 

Illegal Immigration 

Despite the apocalyptic delusions of motivated actors around the world and the obvious 
differences between the two personalities, there are indeed certain similarities between the two 
leaders in their vision for the world. For one, they are both nationalists. And there’s nothing 
wrong with their nationalism. In India, the term is not as reviled as it is in the West because it 
was Nationalism with its distinct tinge of Hinduism that united the country in its fight against 
British Colonialism. Even apart from that, there is inherendy nothing wrong with one’s love for 
his nation. It doesn’t matter how many Op-eds try to whitewash this fact, there is nothing wrong 
with Nationalism. 


Donald Trump’s love for his country is revealed in his ‘America First’ policy and Narendra Modi’s 
nationalistic credentials are established by the manner in which his government has approached 
governance thus far. Furthermore, Donald Trump ran his presidential campaign based on a disdain of 
Globalism, a concept that vast sections of the American masses have no love for. In his speeches at 
international forums, the US President has also asked the leaders of other countries to place the interests 

of their own people above all else as well. 


Under Donald Trump, the relationship between India and the United States has progressed in 
leaps and bounds based on mutual interests and shared objectives. With China ascendant, the 
USA was looking for a partner to combat the Chinese Communist Party and India was the 
natural recourse for the Trump administration. India, too, has certain areas where cooperation 
with the West is necessary to achieve national interests. Terrorism features prominently among 
the list of issues. Donald Trump has repeatedly demonstrated his willingness to name the threat 
that the world faces today, the threat of Radical Islamic Terrorism and having a country as a 
neighbor that uses terrorism as a state policy against India, terrorism is indeed a massive concern 
for both countries. 


However, the one issue which is a great priority to both these leaders is border security. From Day 1, 
Donald Trump made illegal immigration the central focus of his presidential campaign. ‘Build The Wall’ 
became one of the most popular slogans of his campaign and Donald Trump, time and again, reminded 
the citizens of the United States of America of the dangers posed by illegal immigration from Mexico. 
However, for his stance on the matter, he was insulted and demonized as a ‘racist’ despite the fact that 
there is nothing racist about trying to curb the menace of illegal immigration. It was understandable why 
he was demonized by the political establishment of both parties for his opposition to illegal immigration. 
Big businesses benefit from it as it drives down the wages of the workers. But the US President was 
relentless in his approach to the matter and did not swerve away from his rhetoric on border security 
despite the torrent of unfair criticism that was directed his way. 


Since becoming president, Donald Trump’s rhetoric on illegal immigration has not changed 
while his opponents have moved further away to the Left from mainstream public opinion. The 
Democrats and their friends in the media have also shied away from calling illegal immigrants 
what they are and instead, have started referring to them as ‘undocumented immigrants’. Among 
the numerous politicians who had run to become the Democrat nominee, there was widespread 
consensus to grant every illegal immigrant citizenship rights, not just to those who came in as 
children. Some have even called for a repeal of the law that makes illegal immigration a federal 
crime. 






Senator Elizabeth Warren’s immigration plan proposed decriminalizing illegal border crossing 
and also included reductions in immigration detention, the elimination of private detention 
facilities, and protecting schools, medical facilities, and courthouses from immigration 
enforcement. Some Democrats have also called for abolishing the Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE). 1 ^ 

Amusingly enough, former Vice President Joe Biden, the Democratic frontrunner for the 
nominee, caved in to the backlash he received for the deportation of illegal immigrants during 
the Obama Presidency and did a complete turnabout for his presidential run. His campaign 
announced in December 2019, “Joe Biden understands the pain felt by every family across the 
U.S. that has had a loved one removed from the country, including under the Obama-Biden 
Administration, and he believes we must do better to uphold our laws humanely and preserve the 
dignity of immigrant families, refugees, and asylum-seekers.” 1 ^ 3 


India suffers from the menace of illegal immigration as well. The phenomenon has caused a tectonic 
demographic shift in the North eastern regions of the country, aided often by political parties who have 
used the immigrants to build their vote bank for elections. As a consequence, the cultural anxiety of the 
indigenous populations living in the region has exacerbated. As is known, an unstable demography is a 
recipe for anarchy and chaos. And due to massive illegal immigration, the North eastern regions of India 
have been on the boil for quite some time. The conflict in Assam that has been discussed earlier in the 
report has been caused entirely by the influx of immigrants into the region due to instability in the region. 
Since then, although the situation in the neighbourhood has stabilized, the menace of illegal immigration 
has not yet been curbed because it benefits certain political parties in elections. 


The National Register of Citizens (NRC) is meant to address precisely this issue. It is important 
to remember that the NRC in Assam was a Court mandated exercise and although the BJP 
promised to ensure its implementation, it had little to do with the factors that led to it. The 
detention centers that were built to house the illegal immigrants were part of the judiciary’s 
diktats as well. The NRC has immense popularity with the people from the North East as they 
are themselves worried sick by illegal immigration. The menace threatens them all and 
unfortunately, as illegal immigrants have flooded the region, Assam particularly has seen the rise 
of a toxic brand of Islam as well. 

Like Donald Trump, Narendra Modi understands that border security is an extremely important 
issue for the safety and security of the nation. Unfortunately for India, its borders with 
Bangladesh are particularly porous which makes it extremely difficult to ensure proper security 
in the region. However, the BJP has taken certain measures and promised more to enhance 
border security. In 2018, Biplab Deb, the Chief Minister of Tripura, which shares a Border with 
Bangladesh, had announced that India would strengthen vigilance on the Indo-Bangladesh border 
to prevent illegal immigration and other criminal activities along the border. 1453 In August 2019, 
it was reported that a sharp fall was witnessed in the number of cattle illegally smuggled to 
Bangladesh from India. Cattle smuggling had dropped almost by half since 2016. Detailed 
figures revealed that in 2016 about 1,28,440 cattle heads were seized, while the figure dropped to 
83,378 in 2017 and 51,592 cattle heads in 2018.^ 

Members of Indian security forces regularly suffer grave injuries and are even killed during their 
efforts to stop cross border crimes. For instance, Border Security Force (BSF) men are often 
killed by cattle smugglers at the Border. In August 2019, BSF killed a suspected Bangladeshi 
cattle smuggler in an encounter along the India-Bangladesh border in southern Assam’s 




Karimganj district. 1424 In July 2019, around 25 Bangladeshi cattle smugglers along the India- 
Bangladesh border had attacked a BSF jawan with bombs and injured the jawan on border duty. 
14211 Earlier, a BSF jawan had lost his life when Inspector Sanjay Kumar Sadhu fell into the 
Brahmaputra River in Dhubri while chasing cattle smugglers. 14241 

In another incident, a jawan was critically injured after he was attacked by cattle smugglers near 
Gobardah border post in the southern region of West Bengal. In light of all this, the importance 
of curbing illegal immigration and enhancing border security increases manifold. Certain 
political parties have prioritized their own petty interests over national interests and have 
engaged in a coordinated campaign to cast aspersions on the intentions of the Indian 
Government, much like the Democrats in the United States have employed ‘social justice’ jargon 
to further the interests of their own party. In reality, it has everything to do with the safety and 
security of the Indian nation and little with any partisan political objectives. 

In recent years, illegal immigration has been the cause of much violence in the state. In 2012, the 
Bodoland riots ravaged the state which left 77 dead and hundreds and thousands of others 
displaced. 

Sansuma Khunggur Bwiswmuthiary, then MP from Bodoland, put the blame on illegal 
immigration for the violence. Violence erupted after 4 Bodo youths were shot at by unidentified 
miscreants. Hundreds of villages were destroyed through arson and most of those affected were 
Bengali Muslims. In response to the riots, Muslim mobs in other parts of India resorted to 
widespread violence and people from the Northeast were fearful of their lives. Thus, what 
happens in Assam won’t be confined to Assam alone. It has direct implications for the entire 
North East and the nation at large. 14241 

Furthermore, the recent protests against the CAA in Assam only emphasize the need for an NRC 
and the necessity of curbing the menace of illegal immigration. Most of the Assamese protesters 
were disappointed that the NRC had identified only 19 lakh illegal immigrants; they expected the 
number to be much higher than that. 


Donald Trump and Narendra Modi, both, have suffered the most criticism for their approach towards 
illegal immigration. Donald Trump has suffered intense criticism for referring to illegal immigration as 
an ‘invasion’. But in Assam, people understand that illegal immigration without assimilation can indeed 
be compared to an invasion. Both, Narendra Modi and Donald Trump, understand one fundamental thing 

that others refuse to acknowledge. 


Illegal immigration is a grave threat to the security of the country. It brings crime, demographic 
instability and is a threat to domestic workers. Politicians and political parties oppose action 
against the same because it suits their vote bank politics. Big Business opposes it because it 
keeps the wages of the workers down. But a leader who is concerned about the welfare and 
prosperity of the nation cannot afford to ignore it because it threatens to tear apart the very fabric 
of society that keeps a nation together. 




International Links to the Violence? 


Unlike the United States, India is not blessed with a friendly neighbourhood. Two of India’s 
immediate neighbours are Pakistan and China, one that is an Islamic State and an exporter of 
terrorism acknowledged by the world at large and another is a predatory world power that uses 
economic maneuvers to trap foreign governments. In recent times, the world has witnessed 
unprecedented levels of collaboration between the two countries which are the greatest threat to 
lasting peace in the region. Pakistan, for years, has waged Jihad against the Indian State through 
its proxies in Kashmir. 

It is widely known that Pakistan adopted the strategy of ‘Bleed India with a thousand cuts’ to 
undermine the territorial integrity of the Indian State. Over the years, India has been victim to 
numerous terrorist attacks sponsored by Pakistan. The most notable among them being the 
Mumbai Terrorist Attack of 2008 and the Pulwama Terror Attack of 2019. Under these 
circumstances, India always has to be concerned about terror and unrest being fueled within 
Indian Territory from outside. This is an important fact to bear in mind before proceeding 
forward. 

On Sunday the 8 th of March, Delhi Police detained a Kashmiri couple for alleged links to the 
terrorist organization Islamic State- Khorasan Province (ISKP). The ISKP is a branch of ISIS 
which is active in Afghanistan and Pakistan. According to the reports, the couple had been in 
touch with senior ISKP members in Afghanistan and was trying to exploit the ongoing riots to 
incite Muslims to carry out terror strikes inside the country. The Delhi police had intelligence 
regarding the IS terrorist presence in Jamia Nagar and carried out an operation on Sunday 
morning. The names of the detained individuals were Jahanzaib Sami and Hina Bashir Beigh. 14 ^ 

Jahanzaib Sami was under the radar of the Indian intelligence operatives for his association with 
senior members of ISKP in Afghanistan. However, lately, Jahanzaib Sami’s activities were 
largely confined to propaganda for the Islamic terror group on cyberspace and had been 
advocating that the group should expand its focus to the Indian hinterland, and not just Jammu 
and Kashmir. According to intelligence officials, Jahanzaib Sami was also in touch with Huzaifa 
al-Bakistani, the Pakistani commander of the Islamic State’s Khorasan wing who played a key 
role in efforts to radicalise Kashmiri youngsters to join the terror group. 

Huzaifa al-Bakistani, a Pakistani national who first joined the Lashkar-e-Taiba before upgrading 
to the IS, is a well-known online recruiter for IS. Jahanzaib Sami’s wife Hina Bashir Beigh was 
also active on pro-IS handles on social media and facilitated in spotting what the group 
considered ‘talent’ for its terror activities, a senior Police officer said. 

In his initial questioning, Jahanzaib Sami is alleged to have told a group of interrogators about 
his role in publishing and publicizing the February edition of the IS magazine Sawt al-Hind 
(Voice of India). In the latest edition of the digital magazine, the Islamic State’s subcontinental 
branch had called on Indian Muslims angered by the Citizenship Amendment Act to abandon 
political protest, and instead turn to jihadist violence. 

“Democracy is not going to save you,” the terrorist group’s magazine released online on 24 
February said. The official said Jahanzaib Sami had spoken about the role of some other people 
in connection with the magazine that had attempted to provoke the youth to join ‘jihadi 
violence’. Furthermore, the couple was allegedly planning to procure a potent chemical 


Triacetone triperoxide (TATP) to replicate the Colombo-style Easter Attacks in Delhi. The 
chemical is called the ‘Mother of Death’ by the Islamic State terrorists. 

The two members were also looking for handlers of a gun racket operating from Uttar Pradesh. 
The members are originally from Kashmir but had shifted to Delhi due to the government’s 
crackdown on terrorism in the valley. It also ought to be noted that Sharjeel Imam, earlier 
mentioned in the report, idolizes Muhammad Ali Jinnah, the one person most profoundly 
responsible for the creation of Pakistan. 

For the people of India, the partition is the most traumatic event of the 20 th Century, as the efforts 
to carve out an Islamic State from India caused one of the greatest displacement of people in the 
history of humanity. From a column penned by Sharjeel Imam for the far-left media organization 
The Wire, it is evident that he is enamored by the path Jinnah chose to tread and it was also 
evident that he wished to traverse a similar path himself. Therefore, although explicit links 
between him and individuals or organizations operating from Pakistan haven’t emerged, it could 
very well be that he was influenced by Pakistani propaganda against India. 

From the conduct of Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan on social media, it is evident that he 
considers Indian Muslims to be a fifth column within the country that the Islamic State of 
Pakistan could use to undermine the stability of India. Under such circumstances, Pakistani 
attempts to fuel civil unrest in India during Donald Trump’s official visit cannot be ruled out. It 
was also reported in March that Indian intelligence agencies have specific evidence that connects 
Pakistan to the protests against the Citizenship Amendment Act. 

According to a report published on the Hindustan Times on the 7 th of March, the Indian 
intelligence agencies have picked up cross-country electronic communication where people 
believed to be Pakistani operatives are reprimanding their sources for failing to organize anti- 
CAA protests with enough mobs on March 3-4 despite the funding at their disposal. In one such 
call, the handler attacks his sources for failing to organize an anti-CAA protest and states that he 
has to now explain to his higher-ups the lack of crowds. 

It is believed that despite the fact that the communal riots in Delhi were contained at a significant 
cost, the Pakistani establishment supported by its sympathisers in India will try and use it as an 
instrument to radicalize young Muslims in north India against the Narendra Modi government 
through videos and speeches. A similar modus operandi was used after the 2002 riots in Gujarat, 
they add. Reportedly, Islamabad’s cause is being supported by other Muslim states such as Iran 
and Turkey as part of their effort to pitch for leadership in the Shia and Sunni world of Islam. 
Thus, a greater involvement of international forces in the communal riots that erupted during the 
official visit cannot be ruled out. 



The Conduct of the Indian Media 


The media’s role in fueling unrest at the national capital has been pivotal. Their aversion towards 
Prime Minister Modi is well documented. Thus, due to their personal political biases, the left- 
oriented mainstream media served as an amplifier of propaganda against the Citizenship 
Amendment Act. 

Despite the fact that it was clear from the very beginning that the CAA would not affect any 
Indian citizens, a concerted campaign was launched that the said Act would deprive Indian 
Muslims of their citizenship. Contrary to reporting facts on the matter, the mainstream media ran 
one-sided coverage of the protests and helped further the notion that the CAA was anti-Muslim. 

The Prime Minister and Home Minister Amit Shah, on several occasions, attempted to dispel the 
misguided notions that were being fed to the Indian Muslim community; however, the barrage of 
propaganda that was unleashed by the mainstream media diminished the effectiveness of their 
declarations. In this specific section of the report, we shall focus on the manner in which the 
media generated misinformation regarding the said Act and helped peddle it. 


The Media’s Defense of Tahir Hussain 


AltNews, which is a verified fact checker certified by the International Fact-Checking Network 
(IFCN), gave a clean chit to Tahir Hussain on the basis of their own investigation despite the 
mounting evidence against the AAP leader. 1 ^ 1 The matter relates to a video posted by AAP 
spokesperson Prince Soni on the 27 th of February where Tahir Hussain was seen making an 
appeal to the police to control the riots, amid violence going on in the background. He had 
alleged that rioters had forcefully entered and vandalized his house. Although the video was 
posted a day after the riots were brought under control, Prince had claimed that it was recorded 
during the riots. 

After the video was posted, however, it was observed that the video was in fact doctored. It was 
alleged that Tahir Hussain had recorded his statement after the riots were over in an indoor 
setting with a green screen as a background, and footage from riots was added in the background 
using video editing tools. It was also observed that Tahir Hussain appeared to have recorded the 
video sitting on a tripod as his footage was stable while background with the riots in the video 
was shaking and moving. It also became public knowledge that Tahir Hussain runs an 
advertisement company named Show Effect Advt. Pvt. Ltd, where video editing services are 
provided. 

AltNews claimed that they spoke with AAP spokesperson Deepak Bajpai who informed them 
that the video was sent to him by Hussain on the 24 th of February. As proof, Bajpai recorded a 
video showing that Tahir’s video was sent to him on WhatsApp on the said date. Bajpai said that 
the video was made for Aaj Tak channel after the channel’s reporter Sushant Mehra had 
contacted him to talk about the riots. AltNews took the claims of AAP spokesperson Deepak 
Bajpai as Gospel Truth and said that his claims were proven true as both India Today and Aaj 
Tak had reported the claims of Tahir Hussain in their news reports. 

Although AltNews provided the links to a live update page by India Today in its report, saying 
that the page says, “5:57 pm: Protesters enter the residence of AAP’s Nehru Vihar corporator 
Mohd. Tahir Hussain and damaged the property.” But it appears that India Today has removed 
that update now as it is no longer available in the page. But a Tweet saying the same still exists 
on India Today’s Twitter handle. 

Although Aaj Tak and India Today did report the claims of Tahir Hussain, they did not air the 
video which is supposed to have been sent to them on the 24 th of February. They didn’t even 
mention any video sent to them, the correspondent only said that he had spoken to Tahir Hussain. 
In the era of the TRP war, it is indeed surprising that neither India Today nor Aaj Tak chose to 
air a video message of an AAP leader, appealing for the police to maintain law and order. But 
AltNews did not find it suspicious that both the channels chose not to air the video before the 
27 th of February even after they were allegedly sent the video by Tahir Hussain. 

As for the date on the WhatsApp message, as it was pointed out by many, that is not a definite 
proof as the date on the device can be changed easily. To illustrate this, one user on social media 
posted an edited video where the video of Tahir can be seen sent on WhatsApp on the 6th 
February, three weeks before the riots in Delhi. AltNews also posted a higher resolution version 
of the video they claimed to have received from AAP, and they say that they could not spot any 
sign of the video being doctored. However, there are several aspects of the video, apart from the 


ones we have already highlighted, that raises several doubts about its authenticity. 

In the video, Tahir Hussain was speaking outside, on the terrace of his building, with apparently 
riots going on in the area. He was neither holding a microphone nor wearing a lapel mic, and yet, 
his voice was crystal clear. The audio quality even in the low-resolution videos on social media 
was excellent, which suggests that it was recorded inside a studio using professional equipment. 
When recording outdoors, the voice quality is usually not very clear, as there are lots of 
background noises that are captured by the microphone. In a riot situation with guns firing in the 
background, the noise will be much more, but still, Tahir Hussain’s video suffered no such 
issues. 

It is alleged that a technique called Chroma Key was used to make the video. In this technique, 
the subject is shot in front of a green screen, or any other solid colour screen. From the pre-edited 
video, the background, which is green or any other solid colour, is removed using the video 
editing software, and it is then superimposed on the background video, giving one the impression 
that the subject was present in the location of the background video. Therefore, while AltNews 
concludes that the video was indeed shot on February the 24th, there is no solid proof to back 
that claim. The ‘fact-checker’ gave a clean chit to the AAP leader based on non-reliable and 
dubious sources. 

They chose to believe the version of the event as relayed by an AAP spokesperson who is 
obviously likely to defend their party leader, and relied on the video from a smartphone which 
can be easily manipulated. They also did not bother to question themselves why two major news 
channels did not air the video when the video was allegedly shot for the channels and was sent to 
them on the 24th of February. The news reports quoted by AltNews regarding Tahir Hussain also 
mention only a ‘talk’ with Tahir Hussain, and do not mention any video message. 

AltNews was not the only digital media outlet that came to the defense of Tahir Hussain. The 
Wire provided its platform to the AAP leader to declare his innocence and engage in further 
victim-mongering. In a video clip shared by The Wire on social media, Tahir Hussain can be 
heard saying that he should not be targeted for his Muslim identity. Engaging in such 
problematic rhetoric when several serious allegations have been leveled against Tahir Hussain by 
eyewitnesses and the family of a deceased Intelligence Bureau constable is irresponsible 
behaviour on the part of a media outlet, to put it mildly. However, it’s consistent with how the 
media has conducted itself in the entire matter. 



The Media’s shameful narrative about Ankit Sharma’s murder 


The Wall Street Journal (WSJ) published a report titled, “India’s Ruling Party, Government 
Slammed Over Delhi Violence”. In its report, the WSJ claimed that Ankur Sharma, the brother 
of the deceased IB officer, told them that the rioters had come armed with stones, rods, knives, 
and even swords, and chanted slogans of ‘Jai Shri Ram’ before attacking his brother Ankit 
Sharma. 14 ^ Mai Shri Ram’ is a widely popular slogan among Hindus that literally means ‘Glory 
to Shri Rama’. 

Lord Ram is a Hindu God who is loved and cherished by Hindus across the world. However, in 
recent times, attempts have been made to restrict the slogan to only those groups that endorse 
‘Hindutva’, that is, the ideological stance of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) and the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). Thus, the WSJ’s report that claimed that Ankur Sharma had told 
them that his deceased brother was attacked by a mob chanting Mai Shri Ram’ was naturally 
interpreted by people across the political spectrum that the murder was committed by a Hindu 
mob. 

The only problem with WSJ’s report is that Ankur Sharma has never said such a thing. Every 
time that they have spoken to the media, Ankit Sharma’s family has always maintained that 
Tahir Hussain is responsible for his death. Even the FIR filed by the Police on the basis of the 
statement given by the family holds the AAP leader as the accused party. It was quite clearly a 
malicious lie that was peddled by the WSJ. Speaking to Oplndia Editor Nupur J Sharma, Ankur 
Shamra flatly refuted the quote that was attributed to him by the WSJ. “I have never said this 
madam, the people who murdered my brother were not shouting Jai Shree Ram”, he said. 14221 
Elsewhere, he has also accused the WSJ of lying. Quite clearly, it was either a monumental 
mistake on the part of the WSJ or it was a malicious lie that was generated solely to cast 
aspersions on the ruling party at the Center. Given how the media has behaved during the entire 
saga, one is forced to assume that it’s the latter. 

The WSJ’s malicious report was then used by newspapers such as Jansatta to claim that Ankit 
Sharma was murdered by sword-wielding goons chanting Mai Shri Ram’. 14641 Another media 
portal, Swaraj Express, made similar claims based on the lies spread by the WSJ. In a news clip 
that was posted on YouTube, the anchor said, “His [Ankit Sharma] brother has revealed that the 
people who murdered Ankit Sharma were raising Jai Shri Ram slogans and they carried swords 
in their hands. According to the Wall Street Journal report, when he was returning home, a mob 
started pelting stones and took him to a nearby lane. According to the report, Ankur Sharma said 
in a telephonic interview, the mob had come armed with stones and swords, they were raising 
slogans of Jai Shri Ram loudly. Some had even worn helmets.” 1424 

The anchor then proceeded to cast aspersions on the accusations leveled against AAP Councilor 
Tahir Hussain. The news clip was aired after the Delhi police had filed an FIR against Tahir 
Hussain under Section 302(a) Murder, in the Dayalpur police station of Delhi on the basis of the 
complaints made by the family of the deceased IB constable. It is important to note here that the 
media which goes the extra mile in defending Tahir Hussain has no compunctions in using 
fabricated quotes regarding the murder of Ankit Sharma, fabricated quotes that clearly have 
political connotations. Police complaints were filed against the WSJ with the Delhi Police and 
Maharashtra Police for “defaming a particular religion and propagating communal hatred”. 1424 


The Mainstream Media’s Campaign of Lies 


We have thus far mentioned only the two most atrocious instances of the false narratives that 
were peddled by media outlets regarding the communal riots in Delhi. However, ever since the 
Citizenship Amendment Act was passed, the media has dedicated its resources to running an 
extensive campaign of misinformation regarding the Act. 

In the initial days of the protests against the Act, the media attempted to propagandize into 
existence a students’ movement against the Act that did not exist in reality. The protests that did 
erupted across universities were limited to left-oriented enclaves which did not have widespread 
support even within the Universities themselves. Reports after reports started appearing in the 
media that generated a hype that there was widespread resentment among students against the 
Act. 

“Anti-CAA protest: Students from universities across Delhi, activists and citizens join march,” 
read the headline of one report by news agency PTI on the 24 th of December 2019. 14211 “Students 
protest at Mandi House against CAA, NRC,” said the headline of a report by the same agency on 
the 20 th of January 2020. 1424 The headline of a report by Mint on the 16 th of December read, 
“Citizenship protests spill over to universities across the country”. 1424 A report by PTI on the 
same date went with the headline, “Citizenship Amendment Act: Student protests in campuses 
across India”. 14241 

The Print published a column by professional activist Yogendra Yadav on the 18 th of December 
with the headline, “Youth protests against CAA, NRC has potential to change politics. But 2 key 
things are missing”. 1424 Newslaundry published a report on the 23 rd of January with the headline, 
“Not just in Jamia and JNU, students across India are protesting against citizenship law”. 1424 “36 
educational institutions across India protest against CAA/NRC,” was the headline of a report 
published by Siasat on the 17 th of December 2019. 1422] “Come and see the students on the streets,” 
urged a report by The Hindu’s Business Line. 14241 

On the 11 th of January, Newsl8 published an opinion piece with the headline, “As Students 
Become Warriors of Change Amid CAA-NRC Protests, Onus is on Politicians Who're Riding 
Tigers”. 1424 On the 30 th of December, Outlook Magazine published an opinion piece with the 
headline, “Streets Say No: Anti-CAA Protests Shake India”. 1424 “CAA protests: Universities 
across India come out in support of Jamia,” said the headline of a report on the Indian Express. 
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These are only some of the reports that were published, the actual number of reports are far too 
numerous to count. Amplified by Indian Media, soon the protests traveled to Universities in 
Western countries. It is an established fact that Western Universities are oriented politically far to 
the Left of mainstream politics and conservative opinion is actively silenced. These protests were 
further amplified in Indian media, thus creating a cycle. 

“Students from top US universities condemn police crackdown on students protesting against 
CAA,” news agency ANI said in a report. 1424 “CAA fire spreads to Oxford, Harvard! Top 
universities abroad see protests against police crackdown in Jamia, AMU,” a PTI report 
published on the Financial Express said. 1424 “Stanford University students come out in solidarity 
with CAA-NRC protesters,” read the headline of a report published on Business Standard on the 


6 th of Lebruary. 14241 

Scroll.in published a report on the 20 th of December htled, “Citizenship Act: Indian diaspora 
organises protests at several universities in US, UK, France”. 14221 Thus, we see a concerted media 
driven campaign to give people the impression that these protests began with students in India 
which then spread to Universihes abroad. The campaign gives one the impression that students 
were speaking in one voice against the said Act. But was it really the case? Were students 
overwhelmingly against the Act? We shall see now. 

Alumni at the Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad (IIMA), were forced to launch a 
campaign of their own in support of the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) and National 
Register of Citizens (NRC). The campaign was in response to an Anti-NRC petition which was 
circulated by some IIMA alumni and widely reproduced by the media. 14221 

“While the media reported IIMA as being against NRC in an almost a blanket stereotyping of ah 
students, members and alums, there are many, many who support and understand the need for 
NRC. These voices deserve a place and space to be heard on an equal platform, and it is no 
justice for them to be clubbed as Anti-NRC just because some of their peers signed a letter,” the 
email circulated within the alumni read. 

“The entire premise of NRC being against any community is laid in a foundation of lies and 
confusions. The peddlers of this fear have ultimately expanded across India, leading to a 
situation of desperation and violent divisive sentiment. Those who are protesting against CAA 
are doing little to dispel the doubts of NRC and unwilling to listen to the reason why NRC is a 
necessary step which even the Supreme Court of India ratified in 2013,” the letter further stated. 

“The need becomes even more critical and urgent when the country is weighed down with a 
disproportionate population of its own coupled with a heavy influx of illegal immigrants from 
neighboring countries often unchecked across porous borders. The Indian taxpayers' hard earned 
money is meant for the welfare of his/her fellow citizens and squandering that on illegal 
immigrants is a gross disservice to the nation,” the statement reads. 

After protests against the Act broke out at IIT-Bombay, Oplndia reached out to students of the 
University. The students that spoke to Oplndia said, “Today a left-leaning group is planning to 
disturb the atmosphere of the campus by organizing an unwanted protest. They are trying to play 
smart by not giving their names in posters but they have been organizing various anti-social 
activities on campus.” 1423 

Another student pursuing PhD in CSE told us, PhD in CSE said “This is the best time for them to 
organize a protest as Undergraduate students are not on campus. Some left-leaning newspapers 
will pick the story and it’ll seem like the entire IIT Bombay is against the Bill which is not the 
case. I think the world should know that the common students of IIT Bombay are with the 
sentiment of the Nation.” 

Essentially, several students of IIT-B that Oplndia spoke to said that the “students” who 
organized the protest belong to Leftist organizations and are mainly PhD students from the 
Fiumanities department. They also said that they had chosen that particular time to organize these 
protests because other BTech students were on vacation and they were aware that they could 
easily present their one-sided narrative to the Left oriented media. 

Leftists at the Dr Ram Manohar Lohiya National Law University, Lucknow, issued a ‘statement 


of solidarity with the students of Jamia Millia Islamia & AMU’. The statement was “in light of 
the continuing police brutality to curb their peaceful protest”. It was alleged that the Police went 
to the extent of “brutalizing students under the garb of maintaining law and order”. The 
statement was signed by various committees of the institution, thus, giving the impression that it 
did have the explicit consent of major sections of the student community. However, as it turns 
out, there was no consensus even within the committees, let alone the wider sections of the 
student community. 14 ® 1 

Rahul Chaudhary, the national media convenor of the ABVP who happens to be a student at 
NLU-Lucknow, said that there was significant disagreement even within the said committees 
who did not agree with the public statement made at all. He told us that a select few individuals 
assumed the authority without ever being awarded the same and then proceeded to release the 
statement on behalf of everyone without the consent of those around them. He told us that 
students were particularly offended by the fact that the statement appeared to convey their 
opinions as well when clearly, they did not endorse the sentiments expressed through it. 

Oplndia had also accessed a Facebook post in a closed group that shows the discontent that was 
brewing following the release of the statement. The individual who made the abovementioned 
Facebook post said, “I know many people including me who are part of one of the committees 
and they do not adhere to the same.” 

Thus, as a consequence, a second statement was issued in response to the previous one by the 
students of the said institution. And the contrast between the two statements could not be starker. 
In the revised statement, the students climbed down to an acknowledgment that it was still 
unclear whether the protesters from Jamia and AMU resorted to violence or not. 

It also condemned unequivocally the incidents of rioting and mob violence by the protesters. At 
the same time, it expressed gratitude towards the Policemen in charge of law and order. But it 
also urged the Police to “respond to instances of violence with due regard to the principle of 
proportionality.” It also urges citizens to “be careful that we do not unwittingly become channels 
of misinformation and polarization”. It concludes with the hope that “peace is restored and 
constitutional values are upheld”. 

Not once did the revised statement express any solidarity with the protesters of Jamia and AMU 
and neither did it condemn the Police entirely, that was the biggest takeaway from the revised 
statement. Furthermore, the statement clearly acknowledged that the said committees are 
unelected. Most importantly, it acknowledged that “they do not seek to present the statement of 
solidarity as the position of the entire student body but merely a part of it” and “It shouldn’t be 
taken as everyone’s voice”. Thus, a deceitful attempt to present the Leftist stance on the protests 
as the normative opinion of the student community failed spectacularly. 

An even more unequivocal support came from the Alumni of the National University of Juridical 
Sciences, Kolkata (NUJS, Kolkata). The Alumni voiced their unequivocal support for the 
Citizenship Amendment Act and condemned the mob violence that erupted across the country in 
the wake of it. They also expressed their gratitude towards Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
Home Minister Amit Shah for the passage of the Bill. 

Their statement said, “We believe that the enactment of the CAA is by no means anti any 
particular community specifically Muslims and is founded on an intelligible differentia under 
Article i4 of the Constitution of India having a reasonable nexus with the objective it wishes to 


achieve i.e. protecting life and liberty of oppressed minorities from three neighboring nations.” 

The statement also said, “We are appalled by the logic fronted by those in opposition to the 
CAA. Though they submit that persecuted minorities must be protected, yet their solidarity 
extends to only one particular community and not for persecuted Hindus, Sikhs, Jains, Buddhists, 
Parsis and Christians which the CAA aims to protect and harbour. India has in the past opened its 
doors to Tibetans and Jews. Their fears against NRC are also premature and conjectural.” In a 
damning indictment, the statement said, “We appeal to the cynics and pathological naysayers to 
uphold their democratic right to protest and not misuse their freedoms.” 

Protests against the Citizenship Amendment Act and Police action on Jamia Milia Islamia and 
Aligarh Muslim University were organized at IIT-Madras on the 16th of December. Students 
from IIT-Madras later reached out to Oplndia and informed us of the same. Speaking to Oplndia, 
they made it clear that the protests did not have permission from the Dean and yet, the protests 
were carried out anyway. Furthermore, a second ‘meeting’ was organized on the 19th, again 
without permission which was apparently disrupted by the administration. 

One student told us that there was great distress among the students at the Institution over the 
fact the protesters were giving the impression that IIT-M as a whole was in opposition to the 
CAA. He told us that there was no such anti-CAA sentiment in the institution and a handful of 
people with their motivated agenda had gone around claiming that “IIT-Madras is against CAA”. 
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We were told, “50-60 students cannot represent the entire IIT-Madras. The message they 
conveyed to the society is that they are students of IIT-Madras and they are against the CAA. In 
reality, most of them are from the Humanities department and 50-60 of them are claiming that 
they represent all of us. That’s not gonna happen.” When asked if the students were from any 
representative bodies, the student told us, “There is this group called the APSC. Earlier, when 
they used to make posters under that name, not many students used to come out. So now, they 
just take out posters under the name of ‘Students Collective’ which is not a recognized body.” 

APSC is the Ambedkar-Periyar Study Circle. He told us that ‘Students Collective’ is the name of 
the unrecognized body being used by APSC to further its protests. Oplndia also spoke with other 
students from the University and gained access to a statement endorsing the CAA that was 
signed by over a hundred students. The statement also questioned the role of the media. 

Apart from such statements, numerous pro-CAA rallies were organized at various places across 
the country which saw participation from youth in large numbers. And yet, their involvement in 
these protests did not receive the kind of attention in the media that protests in Universities 
against the Act by Leftists enjoyed. This is important because the media was busy fueling the 
notion that students overwhelmingly were against the Act when no such sentiment existed on the 
ground. 

They failed to mention the political orientation of the students in their reports which should have 
been mentioned as it would have given their readers adequate context. However, due to the 
initiative of concerned pro-CAA citizens, the attempt by mainstream media organizations to 
propagandize a students’ movement into existence failed. 


The Western Media’s Disgraceful Coverage of the Communal Riots in Delhi 


The Indian Media did engage in journalistic malpractice during the communal riots in the 
national capital. However, due to the fact that they are located in India, they could not peddle a 
completely one-sided narrative without losing complete credibility. That was not the case for 
western media. The western media’s coverage of the riots was disgraceful and utterly bereft of 
integrity and honesty. They were not working of journalism but propaganda. 

The reports were tailor-made to further the narrative that only Muslims were the victims and 
Hindus were aggressors and a dedicated campaign was launched to give people in the West the 
impression that the communal riots were state-sponsored even though there was no evidence to 
suggest the same. Even so, a dedicated campaign was launched by the Western Press to label the 
riots a ‘pogrom’. A ‘pogrom’ is described as an “organized massacre of a particular ethnic group, 
in particular that of Jews in Russia or Eastern Europe.” Clearly, what happened in Delhi was not 
a ‘pogrom’ but communal riots and yet, the Western Media paid no heed to facts. 

The New York Times, in a report published on the 12 th of March titled, ‘How Delhi’s Police 
Turned Against Muslims’ claimed that the Police engaged in an organized campaign of violence. 
^ It said, “More evidence has emerged that the Indian police took part in violence against 
Muslims or stood aside during fighting in the capital last month.” The NYT stated in its report, 
“India has suffered its worst sectarian bloodshed in years, in what many here see as the 
inevitable result of Hindu extremism that has flourished under the government of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi. His party has embraced a militant brand of Hindu nationalism and its leaders 
have openly vilified Indian Muslims. In recent months Mr. Modi has presided over a raft of 
policies widely seen as anti-Muslim, such as erasing the statehood of what had been India’s only 
Muslim-majority state, Jammu and Kashmir.” 

The one-sided agenda of the newspaper becomes clear from these words itself. The decision to 
make Article 370 inoperable and the process to bifurcate the erstwhile state of Jammu & 
Kashmir into two Union Territories was passed by the democratically elected Parliament of India 
and was not passed by Prime Minister Modi alone. The decision was not an anti-Muslim policy 
but was taken to curb the menace of Radical Islamic Terrorism in the Valley. 

The report said further, “Now, more evidence is emerging that the Delhi police, who are under 
the direct command of Mr. Modi’s government and have very few Muslim officers, concertedly 
moved against Muslims and at times actively helped the Hindu mobs that rampaged in New 
Delhi in late February, burning down Muslim homes and targeting Muslim families.” Such 
innuendo in the garb of news is propaganda and not an honest reflection of facts. 

The Indian Police Services (IPS) Association slammed the newspaper for its report. 14211 The 
association called the report a combination of biased reporting, dangerous innuendo and outright 
lies. "The article is clearly a concerted effort to denigrate and defame Indian Institutions," the 
IPS association said in a tweet adding, "Indian Police forces are professional bodies which do 
their duty without fear or favour." 

The association further stated, “Indian Police forces are professional bodies which do their duty 
without fear or favour. Our personnel are neither Hindus nor Muslims. They are Indians, serve 
Indians and during critical times they have also sacrificed their lives for Indians.” "It is easy to 
cast aspersions on police but here is a reminder that 2 security personnel have lost their lives in 


the riots and more than 70 were injured," it said adding, "India’s Police forces will keep doing 
their duty and ensure every Indian is protected." 

The New York Times, in another article titled “In India, Modi’s Policies Have Lit a Fuse,” 
Jeffrey Gettleman and Maria Abi-Habib wrote that the violence in Delhi was inevitable as a 
result of building “a dangerous Hindu-nationalist ecosystem.” 14211 The NYT, in all of its 
coverage, has never once put one ounce of blame on the nexus of individuals and organizations 
who struggled hard to fuel unrest in the national capital. The article also said, “As mobs swept 
through neighborhoods, burning homes and killing people, the police often stepped back if the 
crowd was Hindu. But when it was Muslims, witnesses said, the police could be vicious.” 

The Guardian in its editorial declared, “Modi stoked this fire”. 14241 The editorial declared, “The 
immediate causes of events are the fallout from Narendra Modi’s unjust Citizenship 
(Amendment) Act, the dangerous rhetoric employed by the ruling Bharatiya Janata party in 
Delhi’s city elections this month, and the mob incitement by BJP leaders like Kapil Mishra, to 
violently remove a group of Muslims who were blocking a road in the capital’s north-west to 
protest against the legislation. Scuffles quickly escalated. But it is clear that many defenseless 
Muslims were the primary targets and victims.” 

The editorial added, “Mr Modi’s very belated call for “peace and brotherhood” does nothing to 
compensate for days of silence, nor to veil a career built upon stoking division. He was 
previously barred from the US over the 2002 pogrom which killed around 1,000 Muslims in 
Gujarat while he was chief minister there. Though the supreme court cleared him of deliberately 
failing to protect Muslims, his international rehabilitation is mostly due to his subsequent 
election as prime minister.” 

Unsurprisingly, The Guardian decided to drag Donald Trump into the internal matters of India. It 
said, “It is no surprise that Donald Trump, visiting India for the first time as the violence flared, 
should embrace an authoritarian and nationalist leader. But plenty of others have essentially 
accepted Mr Modi’s dangerous rightwing populism too.” 

Not once did The Guardian mention the Hindu victims of the riots. Not once did the media outlet 
mention the brutal murder of Intelligence Bureau constable Ankit Sharma or Police Head 
Constable Ratan Lai. It is perhaps too much to expect The Guardian to mention that the fire was 
not stoked by Narendra Modi but by the nexus of individuals and organizations we have 
mentioned earlier in the report. It was clear that The Guardian had a preordained narrative to run 
and it chose the facts it found inconvenient. 

In an opinion piece published by The Guardian on the 1 st of March, authored by one Kenal 
Malik, the headline declared, “The violence in Delhi is not a ‘riot’. It is targeted anti-Muslim 
brutality”. 14241 The headline turned reality upon its head and offered no apologies for it. The 
author declared, “What Delhi witnessed over the past week is the Indian equivalent of “nigger 
hunting”, targeted violence against Muslims, led by mobs of Hindu nationalists, mainly 
supporters of the BJP, India’s governing party, many chanting “Jai Shri Ram” (“glory to Lord 
Rama”) and “Hinduon ka Hindustan” (India for Hindus).” This is an extremely inappropriate 
language used to shape public opinion in the West against India. 

The Atlantic published an article titled “What Happened in Delhi Was a Pogrom” by Mira 
Kamdar on the 28 th of February. 14221 The article said, “In all these cases, mobs targeting a single 
religious group were allowed to run riot, unchecked by police. This is the definition of a pogrom. 


More than an echo of the past, the recent violence in Delhi is a lesson aimed at Indian citizens 
who, since December, have dared to resist the transformation of the secular Republic of India 
into a Hindu state, a transformation accelerated by Modi’s reelection last May.” 

It added, “The message from the BJP is clear: Elect whomever you like. We are still in power. 
Call the police; they work for us. Appeal to the courts; we’ll neutralize any judges who don’t toe 
our line. Continue to dissent, and we will set the mob on you.” This is clearly not journalism. 
This is pure and unadulterated propaganda. 

The Times declared in its report, “Hindu mobs threaten to purge Delhi of Muslims”. 1 ^ Vice 
said, “Over the last three days, protests over the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) have led to 
violent communal riots in northeast Delhi, wherein mobs are attacking Muslim neighborhoods in 
a frenzied state. ”^ 2Z] It failed to mention that there were communal riots underway in Delhi and 
gave its readers the impression that only Muslims were being targeted in the said riots. Chris 
Hayes of MSNBC criticized Donald Trump for saying that he believed Prime Minister Modi 
wants Indians to have religious freedom in the country. 1 ^ Hayes claimed that Donald Trump 
"done nothing but lavish praise" on Prime Minister Narendra Modi during his two day visit. 

"That's a guy who was Chief Minister of a state, Gujarat, that saw mass mob violence against 
Muslims in 2002, with up to 2,000 people killed — which Modi's administration turned a blind 
eye to. In fact, get this, Modi was denied a visa to the US for years because of the role he played 
in allowing that anti-Muslim violence to happen," Hayes told his viewers without reminding 
them that Narendra Modi was cleared by investigative authorities in India of personal 
involvement in the matter. He was also lying when he said Narendra Modi turned a blind eye to 
the Gujarat riots. "He wasn't allowed to enter the US before he was Prime Minister — that's 
Narendra Modi. And now, as Prime Minister, Narendra Modi has launched a full scale assault on 
the multi-religious principles India was founded on," Hayes claimed during his tirade. 

France24 published a report titled “Hindu nationalist BJP supporters’ ‘pent-up anger’ behind 
deadly Delhi riots” which was riddled with lies and distortions.^ 221 One lecturer at the School of 
Oriental and African Studies in London was quoted by the media outlet as saying, “Since 
December, you’ve had relatively consistent demonstrations going on in Delhi and then in many 
other towns in India as well. These were completely non-violent demonstrations, in which 
women had taken part in large numbers. This became far more volatile when the BJP, especially 
its senior leader Amit Shah - also the home [interior] minister - as well as leading BJP 
politicians in Delhi began to use the protests against the citizenship act as part of their campaign 
for the Delhi state elections.” Of course, this is a blatant distortion of reality as evidenced by the 
fact that the communal riots in Delhi was the climax of a cycle of violence that began in 
December 2019. 

“If we look at where these incidents of killings of Muslims have taken place the most - in north 
and northeast Delhi - these are areas that were focused on by the BJP with highly inflammatory 
speeches from top BJP ministers and politicians in the run-up to that election,” Sinha continued. 
“So what we see is the pent-up anger of BJP supporters who have lost the election very badly in 
Delhi and are effectively taking it out on the Muslim residents of these relatively poor parts of 
the city.” Again, there was a deliberate attempt to hide the fact that these were communal riots in 
Delhi where Hindus also suffered damage to property. 

The Washington Post said in its report on the communal violence in Delhi, "India's hard-line 


Hindu nationalist watched anti-government protests centred in Muslim communities for months 
in anger that finally boiled over in the worst communal rioting in New Delhi in decades, leaving 
38 People dead and the Indian capital shell shocked." 1 ^ The New Yorker said on the matter, 
“Since Sunday, mobs had been destroying the shops and homes of Muslims, vandalizing 
mosques, and assaulting Muslims on the streets. In their chants of “Jai Shri Ram,” praising a 
Hindu deity, their loyalties were clear. The attackers were Hindu nationalists, part of a right wing 
that has been empowered by Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s government; many of them were 
even members of his party. ’ ,MiJ The report also said, “In a few spurts, Muslims retaliated, and the 
streets witnessed periods of full-scale clashes.” This is the grossest whitewashing of the violence 
committed by Muslim mobs during the communal riots in Delhi. 

Western media organizations across the board blamed Hindus, Narendra Modi and his 
government entirely for the reports. The reports and opinion pieces were so devoid of facts that 
the only conclusion one could reach is that they were engaging in journalism but in the 
manufacturing of consent. Some of them, as expected, also used the opportunity to attack US 
President Donald Trump for his refusal to interfere in the internal matters of India. It is important 
to note here that Western media’s coverage of India is remarkably different from its coverage of 
neighboring China. 

For instance, China could engage in a series of actions that jeopardize the safety and security of 
the entire world, however, Western media strives hard to peddle what comes across as Chinese 
government approved propaganda. Even linking the Novel Coronavims to Wuhan, the place 
where it originated from, is labeled as racism. If one refers to the deadly virus as ‘Wuhan Virus’ 
or ‘Chinese Coronavirus’, he or she is branded racist. At the same time, certain individuals in the 
West are busy thanking the Gods for ensuring that the COVID-19 surfaced in India and not 
China, despite the fact that if it had indeed surfaced in India, the world would have known about 
the great threat that the virus poses from Day 1. Under these circumstances, one has to question 
the deep biases that the Western Media holds against India because it is these biases, apart from 
its political agenda, that led to the media’s disastrous coverage of the said riots. 


The Western Media’s Recent History of Biased Coverage 


Donald Trump’s election as the President of the United States of America was an indictment of 
the political establishment of both parties, the ‘intellectuals’ in the entertainment industry, 
political analysts and most of all, the mainstream media. During the 2016 Presidential Elections, 
almost the entirety of the mainstream media was firmly on the side of Hillary Clinton. 
Commentators across news channels were devastated when results started pouring in which 
showed Donald Trump was well poised to win the Presidency defeating Hillary Clinton. Certain 
political commentators painted apocalyptic scenarios as the pendulum swung towards Donald 
Trump and were completely unable to hide their personal biases while reporting on election 
night. 

Unfortunately, things haven’t gotten any better since then. The Western media has engaged in 
numerous misinformation campaigns against the Trump Administration. The Russian Collusion 
allegations against Donald Trump, which were cleared by the Mueller Report which found no 
evidence of it whatsoever, were perhaps the most obvious example of it. The media actively 
peddled a motivated agenda against the Trump Administration without performing their due 
diligence. 

Along the way, Western Media propped up dubious characters such as Michael Avenatti in their 
hopes of getting back at Trump. The Media saw him as a potential presidential nominee from the 
Democrat party against Donald Trump in 2020. Later, obviously, he turned out to be a complete 
and utter fraud and how is a convicted felon. It was obvious to anyone seeing things clearly that 
Michael Avenatti was not a very credible character. Fox News Talk Show Host Tucker Carlson 
dubbed him the ‘Creepy Porn Lawyer’. However, the rest of the mainstream media failed to see 
what was there right before their very eyes. 

All of this shows that the western media regularly gets things wrong, often, wildly wrong. They 
have, for years, allowed their personal biases to affect their coverage of events. As a 
consequence, they have often peddled a version of events that is simply not consistent with 
reality. The Western Media’s biased coverage of politics is not limited to Donald Trump alone. 
Democratic Presidential Candidates, who are not part of the political establishment of the party, 
have been covered in a manner that was not justifiably by any measure. For instance, Chris 
Mathews used Nazi analogies to describe Bernie Sanders’ initial victories in the Democratic 
primaries. He was forced to apologize for the same later. 

When Senator Elizabeth Warren accused Bernie Sanders of saying a woman could never be 
president, the matter came up in the Democratic Debate. Bernie Sanders flatly denied ever 
having said such a thing. But when the question was posed to Warren, the question was framed 
in a manner that implied that the accusation was true and Sanders’ denial was ignored 
completely. A similar treatment has been meted out to anti-War Democratic presidential aspirant 
Tulsi Gabbard who has been dragged through the mud for meeting Syrian Dictator Bashar al- 
Assad in pursuit of peace. 

The American Media, which cannot even report accurately on domestic American political 
events, is too much to expect from them that they will be honest in their coverage of the internal 
affairs of India. And their coverage of the Delhi Riots is testament to the same. However, even 
earlier, American Media has regularly spread canards about India. The New Yorker, for instance, 
relied on the work of Rana Ayyub, who has no credibility in Indian circles, to peddle their 


personal political agenda. 

A report by Dexter Filkins for The New Yorker titled ‘Blood and Soil in Narendra Modi’s India’ 
painted a dystopian picture of India but unfortunately, it was riddled with lies and factual 
inaccuracies. 1 ^ 1 To give a couple of examples of the inaccuracies in the report, the report 
claimed that the legend of Ram Janmabhoomi began after independence and claimed that 
Pakistan was created because ‘Muslims were scared of Hindu domination’. These are all 
preposterous lies, to say the least. Rana Ayyub has also appeared on Fareed Zakaria’s show on 
CNN where she peddled her usual rhetoric against Narendra Modi. 

Rana Ayyub, for reasons we can only speculate about, has suddenly become a beacon of truth for 
the Western Media and her book ‘The Gujarat Files’ on the Gujarat Riots is treated as a Gospel. 
In India, however, the book was trashed by the Supreme Court itself. The Court observed while 
dismissing a review petition filed in the Haren Pandya murder case, “The Book by Rana Ayyub 
is of no utility. It is based upon surmises, conjectures, and suppositions and has no evidentiary 
value”. It added, “The opinion of a person is not in the realm of the evidence.” The Court also 
observed while hearing the petitioners, “The way in which the things have moved in Gujarat 
post-Godhra incident, such allegations and counter-allegations are not uncommon and have been 
raised a number of times and have been found to be untenable and afterthought.” 

Dexter Filkins also quoted Tarun Tejpal, the editor of Tehelka at the time, who also believes that 
Rana Ayyub’s ‘stings’ did not pass the necessary journalistic standards. “The fundamental ethics 
of the sting is that a sting is no good if a person doesn’t indict oneself,” Tejpal told Filkins. “If 
you come to me and say, ‘I had a conversation with someone, and he told me that Tom, Dick, 
and Harry are fuckers, and he knows that Tom is taking money from So-and-So, and Harry really 
fucked So-and-So,’ it means nothing. That’s just cheap gossip.” So, according to Tarun Tejpal of 
all people, Rana Ayyub’s book amounted to cheap gossip. And yet, it did not cause Filkins to 
reevaluate his assumptions about Ayyub. Since then, Rana Ayyub, like Michael Avenatti was for 
a while, has become the go-to person for Western Media for political developments in India. 

The BBC in a ‘research’ published in late 2018 claimed that ‘Nationalism’ was the “driving 
force” behind the spreading of Fake News in India. ^ The Research was of a Qualitative nature 
and as such, it was impossible for the researchers to draw such generalized conclusions on the 
basis of it. One of the fundamental positions of Qualitative research is that there are multiple 
realities and people perceive reality in their own unique way. 

Thus, the focus is not on discovering an objective reality that holds true across all situations but 
to explore relationships within a unique setting and based upon the purpose of research and its 
results, develop hypotheses which could then be tested using Quantitative methods. Qualitative 
methods cannot be generalized to any significant extent, much less, an entire country. However, 
that did not stop the BBC from declaring that Nationalism was driving Fake News in the country. 

After Oplndia’s detailed rebuttal of the claims made in the research, the BBC was forced to 
amend it to say, “This study -being qualitative- cannot tell us the relative importance of each of 
these factors and how they will vary across different population groups. What it does tell us is 
that all of these factors will play some role. So it could well be the case that for young people the 
motivation of civic duty plays much more strongly than their socio-political identities- but we 
think it likely that both of these factors will apply.” By their own admission, the relative 
importance of each factor contributing to the spread of Fake News could not be known through 
the research, however, that did not stop them from putting the entire blame on Nationalism. In 


addition, they chose biased ‘fact checkers’ that automatically polluted their findings. 

To summarize the matter, the researchers weren’t aware of the factors that affected the spreading 
of Fake News. They designed their study in such a way that only sociopolitical factors are 
considered in the study. Then, based on their biased fact checkers and motivated social media 
analysis, BBC declared Nationalism to be a driving force behind Fake News without even taking 
into consideration non-sociopolitical factors. 

The New York Times, too, has a history of peddling anti-India narratives, whether it is the events 
that transpired in the aftermath of the Balakot Airstrikes or Narendra Modi in general. In the 
past, it has published racist cartoons to denigrate India right after the Mangalyaan Mission. In the 
cartoon, a bare-footed man wearing dhoti, turban and holding a buffalo next to him is seen 
knocking on the doors of ‘Elite Space Club’. 

The failing NYT had also attempted to downplay the Pulwama Terror Attack in which over forty 
of our soldiers had lost their lives. In one article, NYT claimed that as the 2019 general elections 
were closing in, Modi’s popularity was on a low and the “rejuvenated opposition was landing 
punch after punch with corruption allegations. But one bombing in Kashmir, and weeks of 
military brinkmanship with Pakistan afterward, appears to have interrupted Mr. Modi’s slump.” 
The alleged newspaper was forced to change its newspaper after outrage on social media. 

The NYT has also exploited children’s deaths to malign Yogi Government’s crackdown on 
illegal slaughterhouses in Uttar Pradesh. In an op-ed about India that was centred around the CBI 
raids at the residences of Prannoy Roy and Radhika Roy, the founder promoters of NDTV, the 
NYT also had tried to take the similar path. 

The editorial was titled ‘India’s Battered Free Press’ which read like a textbook case of how it 
has been distorting the truth. NYT’s former Delhi bureau chief Ellen Barry had also indulged in 
white-washing the 2002 Godhra carnage where as many as 59 people were burnt alive in a train. 
She had also spread lies to insult the victims of Godhra carnage in her report on the Gulbarg 
Society verdict. NYT also encourages troll-like behaviour while reporting on democratically 
elected public representatives by attempting to trivialize the personal lives of female politicians. 

Thus, we see that, just as Western Media harbours a dedicated grudge towards US President 
Donald Trump, it also appears to be negatively disposed towards Prime Minister Modi. And 
these biases have regularly affected their coverage of events in India. And the biases of these 
motivated actors have shaped public opinion about the Indian Government and Narendra Modi in 
the West. 



Western Media’s Motivated Agenda 


The Western Media, while it assumes an air of neutrality about itself, has its own set of biases 
and motivations. It is an open secret that the ownership of media organizations affects their 
coverage. For instance, Bloomberg News declared that they won’t investigate Michael 
Bloomberg after he announced his run for the Presidency and neither would they investigate any 
of his Democratic rivals. 

However, Bloomberg News said that they will continue to investigate Donald Trump. Following 
the declaration, the Trump Campaign announced they will refuse credentials to reporters from 
the organization. This was the clearest evidence that ownership does affect the coverage of news 
networks and denial of it is simply not believable. 

In India, Bloomberg LP is part of a joint venture with Raghav Bahl’s Quintillion Media, the 
parent company of digital media outlet The Quint. The digital media outlet has a history of 
extremely shoddy coverage of events in India and has often indulged in spreading malicious 
news. During the CAA saga, The Quint claimed that ‘Hinduon Se Azadi’ (independence from 
Hindus) was never chanted during the protests against the CAA in Jamia. 

On the basis of The Quint’s ‘fact-check’, a video of the same was marked as ‘false information’ 
by Facebook. However, the video was authentic and Facebook was ultimately forced to rescind 
the notification. 12211 The Quint was also forced to delete an anti-NRC video it had published 
featuring a Muslim cab driver after it was accused of paying the person to act in the said video. 

In the past, The Quint has also offered tutorials to protesters on how to avoid facial recognition 
by wearing masks. Thus, given what we know, one has to wonder whether The Quint’s coverage 
is affected by their association with Bloomberg News, which can be said to serve as the 
propaganda wing of a US politician from the Democrat party. 

Michael Bloomberg himself has been extremely kind to the Chinese regime for some reason. His 
opinions of Xi Jinping are extremely controversial in the United States. “Xi Jinping is not a 
dictator. He has to satisfy his constituents or he’s not going to survive,” Bloomberg told Firing 
Line’s Margaret Hoover in 2019. “The Chinese government is no less impacted by what their 
constituents — i.e. citizens, voters — want than anyplace else,” he said at one conference. 

Similarly, the Washington Post is owned by Nash Holdings, a holding company established by 
Jeff Bezos, the founder, CEO and president of Amazon. As we know, Amazon has significant 
business interests in India. Recently, India’s antitrust chief Ashok Kumar Gupta told Reuters that 
big e-commerce companies in India should not offer deep discounts which can potentially hurt 
small-scale brick and mortar retailers in India. Consequently, during his visit to India, both 
Union Minister Piyush Goyal and Prime Minister Modi did not meet Jeff Bezos. 12221 

During the 2016 Presidential elections, CNN contributor Donna Brazille passed the questions of 
a CNN-sponsored debate to the Clinton Campaign. Consequently, the network severed ties with 
Brazil in 2016. The CNN has also played a prominent role in fuelling allegations of collusion 
with Russia and Vladimir Putin against Donald Trump. CNN anchor Chris Cuomo is the brother 
of Andrew Cuomo, the Governor of New York, member of the Democrat Party. 

MSNBC is widely known to have a left-wing bias. It suffered great criticism for claiming in 
February 2019 that Tulsi Gabbard’s campaign was benefitting from Russian State Media. 
MSNBC’s story was sourced from New Knowledge, which was caught faking an extremely 


similar story about Russian trolls and Alabama Republican Roy Moore. 

In June 2017, The Guardian endorsed the Labour Party in Britain ahead of the elections. Ahead 
of the ‘EU elections’ in 2019, it told its readers that “Pro-European voters should back 
candidates who oppose hard Brexit and are in with a chance. Above all, they must make their 
votes count”. The Labour Party has been extremely critical of India’s decision to abrogate Article 
370 in Kashmir. 

Given all of this, it is not surprising that the Western Media ran a concerted campaign against the 
Indian Government and Prime Minister Modi in wake of the Delhi Riots. Anti-establishment 
candidates such as Donald Trump, Bernie Sanders and Tulsi Gabbard have regularly spoken out 
against the vested interests that operate through the mainstream media. However, politicians such 
as Bernie Sanders and their supporters, although they harbor great grudge against establishment 
media, for some reason, they appear to believe that mainstream media publishes news accurately 
about India hundred percent of the time. 



Donald Trump’s Visit to India: The Perfect Storm 


Donald Trump’s visit to India provided everyone seeking to undermine the authority of Narendra 
Modi’s government in India the perfect conditions to internationalize a domestic issue. As has 
been mentioned earlier in the report, motivated actors were perfectly aware that by unleashing 
chaos and violence in the national capital while Donald Trump was here, they would be causing 
the Indian Government a massive loss of face. 

Potentially, the Indian Government might even be criticized by the US President himself. That 
did not happen and Donald Trump refrained from interfering in the internal matters of India. 
However, apart from that slight aberration, everything else went according to the plans of 
Narendra Modi’s detractors both home and abroad. 

The Western Press saw the communal riots in Delhi as an opportunity to settle scores with 
Donald Trump, whom they are known to hate. Donald Trump’s political opponents in the USA 
immediately latched on to the situation to attack the US President and accused him of going easy 
with authoritarian political leaders across the world. Of late, it has become almost a trend in the 
United States for politicians to use foreign leaders to settle personal scores domestically. 15251 

Bashar al-Assad was used to target Democratic Congresswoman and Presidential Aspirant Tulsi 
Gabbard merely because she met him in pursuit of peace in the region torn apart by civil war and 
terrorism. She has been called an ‘Assad-apologist’ for the same. Efforts have also been made to 
link Tulsi Gabbard to Hindutva associations merely because of her Hindu faith. 

While Barack Obama received no criticism for his warm relationship with Narendra Modi during 
his Presidency, the same courtesy has not been awarded to Tulsi Gabbard despite the fact that 
she serves as a Co-Chair in the Congressional Caucus on India and Indian Americans. Donald 
Trump has been accused of collusion with the Russian President Vladimir Putin, without any 
evidence to support the same. And now, as evidenced by the words of Chris Hayes and others, 
Donald Trump is also being subjected to criticism because the US President enjoyed a 
memorable trip to India and has shown no inclinations to interfere with India’s internal matters. 

Bernie Sanders, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, and numerous other Democrats latched on to the 
Delhi Riots and some, expectedly, decided to target Donald Trump over the matter as well. All 
of this makes it abundantly clear that the opportunity to target the US President was an important 
factor behind the narrative that has been peddled in the West. 

There are other domestic political reasons that figured behind the reaction of the American 
Media and the Political Establishment on the communal riots in Delhi. For quite some time now, 
certain sections of the Democrat Party have been allying themselves with entities that are 
predisposed against India due to their personal interests. 

Following India’s decision to make Article 370 inoperable, Democratic Socialist Bernie Sanders 
slammed India’s move at an event organized by the Islamic Society of North America (ISNA), 
which was listed as a co-conspirator in the Holy Land Foundation (HLF) Case by the US 
Government. 15251 The HLF and five of its prominent members were convicted by a Texas jury in 
2008 for securing funds for the terrorist group Hamas. Although it was later overturned by a 
Court, the Court observed, “The Government has produced ample evidence to establish the 
associations of CAIR, ISNA and NAIT with HLF, the Islamic Association for Palestine (“IAP”), 
and with Hamas. 


While the Court recognizes that the evidence produced by the Government largely predates the 
HLF designation date, the evidence is nonetheless sufficient to show the association of these 
entities with HLF, IAP, and Hamas.” ISNA’s links to Radical Islam runs far deeper. Sami Al- 
Arian, one of its founders, was deported to Turkey due to his support for terror groups. 
Abdurahman Alamoudi, who led ISNA’s Political Awareness Committee was later convicted on 
terror charges. Not merely that, the US Department of Justice lists ISNA as a front for the 
Muslim Brotherhood. 

In 2013, ISNA’s bi-monthly publication, Islamic Horizons, promoted Siraj Wahhaj, the imam of 
Brooklyn’s al-Taqwa mosque. Wahhaj was listed by the US Government as an “unindicted co¬ 
conspirator” for a trial related to the 1993 World Trade Center bombing, an act of terrorism that 
resulted in the deaths of six innocent Americans. In addition to that, ISNA was founded by 
people associated with the Muslim Brotherhood and Jamaat-e-Islami, a Pakistani organization 
with a close link to Islamic terrorists, according to scholars. Furthermore, the publication in an 
earlier issue had also carried an advertisement for Islamic Relief requesting readers to donate $10 
for Palestine. Islamic Relief was branded a front for Hamas by Israel after arresting the group’s 
Gaza program manager, Ayaz Ali, for providing “funds and assistance to various Hamas 
institutions and organizations.” 

Ali admitted that he had cooperated with local Hamas operatives. It has been associated with 
various other terror-supporting radicals. The ISNA also has a history of homophobia. In July, 
2017, ISNA had kicked out Muslims for Progressive Values, a pro-LGBT group, from its 
convention. Muzammil Siddiqi, ISNA’s president from 1997 to 2001, said he supported laws in 
countries where homosexuality is punishable by death. Not only did Bernie Sanders speak at an 
event organized by an organization with close ties to Hamas, his campaign manager Faiz Shakir, 
too, was involved in an event related to the Holy Land Foundation. During his time at Harvard, 
he co-chaired the ‘Islamic Awareness Week’ as part of the Harvard Islamic Society (HIS). 
During the course of the week, an event was organized, the proceeds of which went to the Holy 
Land Foundation. 

Faiz Shakir himself is an American born to Pakistani immigrants. Therefore, it’s unclear the 
extent to which his presumably pro-Pakistan bias contributed to Sanders’ comments on Kashmir. 
The Pakistani Prime Minister, Imran Khan, who has embraced Pakistan’s policy of state- 
sponsored terrorism against India also addressed the event through a video conference. Pakistan 
has been receiving flak from the international community for continuing to harbour and nurture 
terrorists in its territory. 

Shakir, too, has an extremely controversial past, to put it mildly. A journalist for FrontPageMag, 
Daniel Greenfield stated in one of his reports, “During his time at ThinkProgress, Faiz Shakir 
had repeatedly attacked the Jewish State, endorsing the Hamas aid flotilla to Gaza and attacking 
Israel’s attempts to defend itself against terrorists.” During his time at the ACLU, Shakir also 
opposed the anti-BDS resolution. The fact that Sanders took the pro-Jihad stand on Kashmir 
against India at an event organized by an organization with deep links to terror groups should be 
a matter of concern for all Americans. 

Prominent Democrat Donor George Soros at the World Economic Forum in Davos declared a 
war on nationalism and nationalists. Among his prominent targets were Donald Trump and 
Narendra Modi. Soros claimed that the “biggest and most frightening setback” was in India, as 
he accused Prime Minister Narendra Modi of “creating a Hindu nationalist state.” He said, 



“Nationalism, far from being reversed, made further headway. The biggest and most frightening 
setback occurred in India where a democratically elected Narendra Modi is creating a Hindu 
nationalist state, imposing punitive measures on Kashmir, a semi-autonomous Muslim region, 
and threatening to deprive millions of Muslims of their citizenship”. By making false claims, 
Soros said that the Indian government has imposed punitive measures on Kashmir, a “semi- 
autonomous Muslim region”, and peddled false information stating that government was 
threatening to “deprive millions of Muslims of their citizenship”. 

Earlier in the report, we learnt how Harsh Mander, an activist linked closely to George Soros, 
has played a crucial role in the protests against the CAA. Interestingly, Mander was represented 
in Court by senior advocate Colin Gonsalves, an activist who founded the Human Rights Law 
Network (HRLN), an organization that has received donations from Soros’s Open Society 
Foundations in the past. The Billionaire Is also linked to a host of ‘intellectuals’ and 
organizations within the country, who help shape political discourse in India and global 
perceptions of the country abroad. 

Members of the Right to Food Campaign (RFC), an organization HRLN is linked to, were also 
involved in the protest against then CJI Ranjan Gogoi that sought to undermine the legitimacy of 
the Indian Judiciary. The French NGO Sherpa that filed a complaint against the Rafale Deal in 
France is also partnered with George Soros’s Open Society. The complaint was also used by 
malcontents in India to pursue their agenda against Narendra Modi during the run-up to the 
General Elections last year. 

Apart from Harsh Mander, Amartya Sen, Pratap Bhanu Mehta among others are associated with 
George Soros as well. Furthermore, George Soros has a tremendous influence on American 
media. The Media Research Center (MRC), an American media watchdog founded in 1987 to 
check the liberal bias in the media, discovered that over 30 major news organizations had links to 
George Soros. These organizations include the Washington Post, The New York Times, CNN, 
the Associated Press, NBC and ABC. He has also financially supported the National Public 
Radio (NPR). In addition to all of this, George Soros has links to the Huffington Post too. It is 
also reported that since 2003, George Soros has spent “more than $48 million funding media 
properties, including the infrastructure of news - journalism schools, investigative journalism 
and even industry organizations.” 

Columbia University’s Graduate School of Journalism has also received extensive funds from 
the OSF. This is from 2011, the numbers will be exponentially higher now. George Soros has 
also funded numerous other journalism associations like The National Federation of Community 
Broadcasters, The National Association of Hispanic Journalists and the Committee to Protect 
Journalists. Most conspicuously, towards the end of last year, there was a great effort by the 
Huffington Post to delegitimize the results of the 2019 Indian Lok Sabha Elections. In a series of 
reports, HuffPo published a series of distortions and lies to target Electoral Bonds. One of the 
fundamental claims by HuffPo was based on a claim made by the Association of Democratic 
Reforms (ADR), an NGO that receives extensive funds from foreign institutions and 
organizations. One of them is HIVOS, an organization intricately linked to George Soros’ Open 
Society. 

In India, there were numerous actors who were perfectly aware that unleashing chaos in the 
country while Donald Trump was on a visit would reflect extremely poorly on the Indian 
Government. They were also perfectly aware of how the US President’s political opponents in 



the United States and the American media would react to the entire incident. And thus, we had a 
nexus of individuals and organizations trying hard to incite chaos in the country when Donald 
Trump was on a visit. 

The Western Media and the American political establishment, too, reacted along expected lines 
and pinned the entire blame for the chain of events on Narendra Modi and the Indian 
Government, with complete fabrications and lies. The Western media-political establishment, of 
course, was motivated by its own biases and political agenda but all the same, it ended up 
benefiting precisely the people who played the greatest role in the tragic series of events. 



Why Tarnish India’s reputation? 


The communal riots that happened in Delhi did not occur in a vacuum. It was the climax of a 
cycle of violence that was set in motion in December 2019 by elements that do not have the best 
interests of India at heart. When their initial attempts to make the state bend to their will using 
street violence failed, they fell back to using women and children to hold the state to ransom. 

As the days went on, the patience of people started wearing thin because it was causing a 
massive hindrance in the day to day life of individuals. However, things did not escalate beyond 
measure and despite the angst among people, full-fledged communal clashes were avoided. 

After the state managed to halt the initial cycle of violence, things returned to normalcy 
everywhere because the state took great measures to maintain law and order. The situation was 
slightly different in West Bengal where the Mayor of Kolkata, a member of the Trinamool 
Congress, had to beg the rioters not to indulge in violence because such display of barbarism will 
polarize the voters in favour of the BJP with Assembly Elections in the state in 2021. Once the 
Mayor groveled before the mob and begged them to attend Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee’s 
rallies against the CAA instead, violence abated in Bengal as well. 

Despite all of this, the threat of violence was always there. Before February, there was another 
occasion when violence erupted in the national capital. In January, violence erupted at the 
Jawaharlal Nehru University after clashes erupted between students of Leftist organizations and 
the ABVP at the campus. 

Both sides were involved during those clashes as well and yet, the entire blame for it was pinned 
on the ABVP due to its association with the RSS while people associated with Leftist 
organizations such as Aishe Ghosh were lionized despite the fact that it is established beyond a 
reasonable doubt that the cycle of violence at JNU was initiated by Leftists. 

Later, campaigning for the Delhi Elections began in full swing where the anti-CAA Shaheen 
Bagh protests became the central focus of the BJP’s campaign. Although the BJP suffered a 
crushing defeat in the elections, the mood of the public regarding the protests can be judged from 
the fact that even the party that won the elections was careful to posture itself as neutral with 
regards to the protest even though people associated with the AAP were directly involved in 
these protests. 

Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal himself was busy chanting the Hanuman Chalisa, an ode to 
Bhagwan Shri Ram’s devotee Pawan-Putra Hanuman, on national television and invested greatly 
in advertising himself as a Bhakt of Shri Hanuman. Simultaneously, journalists who are 
sympathetic towards the AAP, sensing the mood of the public, suggested that such protests be 
withdrawn because they might end up benefiting the BJP in the elections. 

Politicians associated with the AAP also made similar appeals. Elections in India have acquired a 
presidential flavor and a lot depends on the personal credibility of the Chief Ministerial candidate 
from the respective parties. Therefore, despite the shenanigans of the AAP, it managed to score a 
stellar victory in the Assembly Elections. 

By February, it became evident that the protests could not be carried out indefinitely and 
someone or something had to give. A couple of shooting incidents had already occurred by then, 
however, with elections looming around the corner, it was interpreted as electoral gimmicks. 
Another shooting occurred in early February before the elections and as we have pointed out, the 


links of the Aam Aadmi Party with the shooter became public knowledge. 

At around the same time, a baby had also died in these protests. But the organizers demonstrated 
remarkable insensitivity in continuing with the protests pretending as if nothing had happened. 
The baby died solely due to the negligence of the parents and the mother was candid enough to 
admit that she was willing to sacrifice her other children as well for these protests. 

Once the elections ended, the protests against the CAA took a back seat and it was fast losing the 
attention of the nation. Such protests cannot survive unless they are nourished with the attention 
of the country. Thus, the organizers of the protests were looking for a safe exit where the protests 
could be brought to an end without losing face. With Donald Trump’s official visit scheduled for 
the 24 th and 25 th of February, a conscious decision was made to escalate matters on the said dates. 

Thus, numerous leaders from numerous organizations started making incendiary comments as 
the dates drew closer. Some even went so far as to give open calls for Muslims to take to the 
streets during Donald Trump’s visit so that their protests gain national attention. 

Consequently, on the night of 22 nd of February, certain women egged on by the activists of Pinjra 
Tod as per certain anti-CAA protestors, forcibly blocked the Jafrabad Road knowing fully well 
that it was a massive escalation. After that, Kapil Mishra of the BJP said what he did and clashes 
broke out in the national capital. 

Subsequently, these clashes escalated into extremely intense communal riots in the North East 
District of Delhi while Donald Trump was still in India. The Western Media and American 
Politicians behaved precisely how they were expected to react and went out of their way to pin 
the blame on Prime Minister Modi. They ignored the entire series of events that had led to these 
communal riots. 

They also ignored the massive damage to Hindu property and lives and portrayed the riots as a 
pogrom. Amidst all of this, the ones who set in motion the chain of events were conveniently 
ignored. The Western Media and politicians reacted in the manner they did because they had 
scores to settle with Donald Trump as well, someone they have been targeting ever since the day 
he announced his run for the presidency. For years, they have been trying to portray Donald 
Trump as a fascist who is a friend to authoritarians around the world and of late, they had added 
Narendra Modi to the list. 

The communal riots that transpired in Delhi were part of an organized plan but it was not 
Narendra Modi who lit the fuse or Kapil Mishra or even the BJP. The fuse was lit by people who 
were trying to use street violence to achieve political ends and make the state bow down to street 
power. They wanted to use their strength in the streets to undermine the authority of the 
democratic will of the Indian people as exercised by the Indian Parliament and the writ of the 
Supreme Court of India. 

It is important to remember that the CAA and NRC was part of the BJP’s election manifesto and 
they were elected to power with an even greater majority than in 2014 on the basis of this very 
manifesto. For the first time in the history of Indian politics, perhaps, a government was being 
targeted because it was fulfilling the promises it made in its election manifesto. 

Throughout all this, the role of certain individuals associated with foreign funded NGOs in 
general and George Soros in particular has come to light. George Soros has declared a war on 
nationalism and nationalists and is a prominent donor of the Democrat party. We have to keep 



his role in mind while evaluating the conduct of institutions in the West and how the narrative 
shaped up there. 

We also have to bear in mind that Michael Bloomberg, a presidential aspirant who has since then 
abandoned his campaign, has shown troubling fondness for the Chinese regime, the same regime 
that is responsible for the grave threat of COVID-19 that the world faces today. It is important to 
note that Michael Bloomberg wields a disproportionate influence in the Western Media which 
has been remarkably forgiving about China’s role in the pandemic crisis. 

Thus, the fact that Narendra Modi and the BJP is being blamed for the communal riots in Delhi 
and the communal riots are being portrayed as pogrom in the West is a consequence of the 
combination of multiple factors. Prominent among them is the motivation in western circles to 
use the communal riots and Narendra Modi’s association with the US President to target Donald 
Trump and the disproportionate influence that China appears to hold over Western Media. 

Apart from these two factors, there are blind spots that western observers of India suffer from 
due to their own ideological predispositions that inhibit them from analyzing the truth as per the 
facts on the ground. When all such factors worked in tandem, the actual villains in the whole 
saga went unnoticed and were ignored because opinion makers in the West had bigger fish to fry. 

That is the tragedy of the entire series of events. Opinion makers in the West were more 
concerned about settling their personal scores than reporting the fact on the ground. The tragedy 
is that a concerted effort was launched to silence the cry of Hindu victims, to whitewash the 
attacks on Hindu religious places and to convert communal riots where people of both religions 
suffered great losses into a pogrom for self-serving agenda. 

In the aftermath of the communal riots, when efforts should have been made by everyone 
concerned to bring the communities closer in a solemn moment of introspection, they worked to 
divide the communities apart by painting one of them as the sole aggressors and the other as sole 
victims. 

When events as devastating as communal riots are transformed into a spectacle for political 
opportunism, what suffers the most is communal harmony. And every institution that has 
participated in this charade should take a long hard look at the mirror and judge for themselves 
whether they are proud of their conduct during the whole saga. 

Having said all of this, there's a good reason why the motivated actors want to tarnish the 
reputation of India in front of the world. Radical Islamists want to see India fail at any cost so 
that at least conclaves of Shahria-ruled territories can be established in the near future. Some of 
them do harbor separatist inclinations and wish to undermine the territorial integrity of the Indian 
Union. 

The Opposition Political Parties of India wished to gain political mileage from the entire saga 
and decided that the best way to proceed was by trying to undermine the stability of the country. 
They acted the way they did for partisan politics and they prioritized their political objectives 
above the security and safety of the citizens of our country. 

Politicians in the United States were motivated by their own political agenda and their misguided 
notions about Indian realities. They are always on the lookout for opportunities to target Donald 
Trump, as is the function of every opposition in Democracy. But in this case, they wanted to 
portray Prime Minister Modi as an authoritarian and fascist so that they could use the false 
narrative to further brand their President as a fascist himself who is a friend to fascists in other 



countries. 


The Western Media has always been critical of India and their interests are much too intertwined 
with the interests of the political establishment of their respective countries. Often, it serves as 
the propaganda wing of political parties in the West. Their conduct with regards to India has 
always been atrocious. Thus, it’s not really surprising that they engaged in a concerted campaign 
of disinformation against the Indian Government. 

Civil Society Organizations are a cesspit of conflicts of interest and shadowy networks. They 
often receive funds from abroad from institutions and organizations that have their own interests. 
It is only natural for foreign interests to try and destabilize India because a strong India is not in 
anyone’s interests. A strong India will be independent and thus, much tougher to negotiate with. 

Furthermore, in a stable society with a strong government, there is much lesser power to go 
around. Thus, power-hungry individuals seek to spread anarchy as chaos provides more 
opportunity to further one’s self-serving interests. Thus, civil society organizations and dubious 
individuals associated with them worked in tandem with Radical Islamists and political 
opportunists to undermine a law passed by the democratically elected Indian Parliament. 

As a consequence of their actions, communal riots broke out in the national capital where more 
than fifty Indians, irrespective of their religious identity, lost their lives. Hundreds others were 
injured and people of both religions suffered great damage to their property. And the media 
propagandized the misery and misfortune of Indians to further their own interests and the 
politicians used the riots to further their political ambitions. 



Conclusion 


Indians as well as people abroad were subjected to an intense barrage of manufactured 
propaganda. However, as we have learnt through the course of the report, the truth is not what 
was made out to be by the critics of the Indian Government. 

In conclusion, we shall summarize the truth of the Communal Riots in Delhi. 

1. Prime Minister Modi did not ‘light the fuse’. The fuse was lit by Radical Islamists in 
association with ‘Civil Society’ organizations that receive funds from abroad. 
Certain individuals linked to George Soros, prominent Democrat donor who 
announced a war against nationalism recently, also played their part. 

2. The Communal Riots did not empt as a consequence of Kapil Mishra’s comments as 
has been alleged. Delhi has been in the grip of violence ever since the CAA was 
passed by the Indian Parliament in December. The final push before the riots was the 
blocking of the road at Jafrabad. 

3. A Far-Left women rights’ group Pinjra Tod has been accused of inciting violence by 
people who do not support the CAA. According to the ‘concerned citizens’, activists 
associated with Pinjra Tod goaded Muslim women into blocking the road at Jafrabad 
on the intervening night between the 22 nd of February and the 23 rd which directly led 
to the riots. 

4. There was a concerted attempt to unleash chaos in the country during US President 
Donald Trump’s visit to India. The comments made by various anti-CAA activists 
made it amply clear. 

5. The violence that occurred in Delhi was not an ‘anti-Muslim pogrom’ as has been 
alleged but communal riots in which people of both communities lost their lives. 

6. Members of the Aam Aadmi Party are accused of involvement in the cycle of 
violence that erupted in the national capital in the wake of the passage of the CAA. 
AAP MLA Amanatullah Khan was spotted leading a riot in Delhi in December. AAP 
Councilor Tahir Hussain, who has been suspended since news of his involvement 
broke out, is accused of involvement in the murder of Intelligence Bureau Constable 
Ankit Sharma. 

7. The Indian Media has indulged in propaganda regarding the violence in Delhi as 
well. First, they often spread misinformation about the provisions of the CAA itself. 
Then, they ran an atrocious defense for Tahir Hussain. And furthermore, they also 
tried to propagandize into existence a “students’ movement” against the CAA, a 
phenomenon that did not exist on the ground. 

8. The conduct of the Western Media was even more atrocious. The Wall Street Journal 
fabricated quotes in order to blame Hindu groups for the murder of Ankit Sharma. 
They have tried to paint the communal riots as an ‘anti-Muslim pogrom’. In their 
hatred for Donald Trump, they targeted the Prime Minister so that the US President 
could be criticized for refusing to interfere with the internal matters of India. 

9. Politicians in the United States have their own scores to settle with the US President. 
Thus, they painted the communal riots in Delhi as a ‘pogrom’ against Muslims so 


that Donald Trump could be accused of being ‘friends with fascists and not being 
committed to ensuring human rights worldwide. 

10. The interests of Western Media often align with the political 
establishment of the countries. That did affect the coverage of the Delhi Communal 
Riots by the Western Media. 
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